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[bookmark: _Int_99QSYHtQ][bookmark: _Int_UBZx9z8q]In this essay, there will be arguments made from various sources to determine what the word ‘terrorism’ means. Some will include the word “violence”, “threats”, “actions”. These words do imply terrorism, however these words are not specific and do not specify what acts need to be done, so that the public services units know the difference between a terrorist attack or a crime with a lower threat. This essay will also include definitions made by academics, UK legislation, and authors who constructed a different definition to that made by Cooper.  
Cooper’s definition does not specify what “fear” means, as it could mean ‘violence’, ‘violent threats or other means. Whilst most terrorist groups are generating fear in civilians to spread their message, some terrorist groups could be seen as freedom fighters (for example the conflict between Israel and the Palestinian’s). It could be argued that they are not implicating fear for the purpose of securing or maintaining over other human beings, they are fighting so that the Palestinians are free from Israeli control who call them terrorists for not complying with them (Levy, 2021)
Dr Boaz Ganor simply says ‘Terrorism is the deliberate use of violence aimed against civilians’ (International Institute for Counterterrorism, 2013, 05:05). The statement is wide and does not define how bad the ‘violence’ must get, so that terrorism can be established. For example, could punching a civilian be classed as terrorism? Cooper’s (2001) and Ganor’s (2013) definitions are similar, as they have short definitions which do not give enough information about what terrorism is.
In Williams (2012, pp. 555), she had used a couple of definitions of terrorism to understand what terrorism is. The 1989 Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provision) Act 20(1) says “Terrorism” means the use of violence for political ends and includes any use of violence for the purpose of putting the public or any section of the public in fear”. According to Williams (2012, pp.555) in 1996 Lord Lloyd suggested that the terrorism legislation was “too narrow”, and he thought the FBI (28 code of Federal Regulations Section 0.85, found in Terrorism in the United State, 1999) concept was more appropriate as it reads “the unlawful use of violence against persons or property to intimate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or the any segment thereof in furtherance of political or social objectives” The FBI definition is different because not only is it talking violence against the public or property but also the government, this is key because if an organisation is threating a  government, then it is the governments interest to try and fight back as soon as possible 
Because the definition for terrorism in the 1989 Prevention of Terrorism was not sufficient, the UK parliament assembled a new legislation called the Terrorism Act (2000). The Terrorism Act has been divided into sections defining terrorism and was updated several times between 2000 and 2009. According to Home Affairs Commitee (2011), the purpose of the Act is “to reform and extend previous counter- terrorist legislation to ensure that the UK law enforcement agencies have the necessary powers to counter the threat to the UK posed by terrorism”.
The sub sections of the Terrorism Act 2000 explain terrorism in more depth. To summarise, Section 1 explains, if there are threats being made towards the government or the public whether for “political, religious, racial or ideological causes”. Section 2 describes what actions must be done for there to be terrorism, for example subsections a and b state that terrorism “involves serious violence against a person” or “serious damage to property”. Furthermore, section 2, explains if an attack is life threatening and “creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public” (legislation, 2009) then it is classed as terrorism. In section 3, there must be the use of “firearms or explosives” for terrorism. Section 4 states, terrorism can happen anywhere in the world and finally, section 5 says the action must be done by a “proscribed organisation”.
A definition is needed for terrorism, because it helps the public services know the threat of an attack. Whether it is a health and safety risk for the public or the attack is endangering many people, normal policing would not be able to diffuse the situation, as there might not be enough policing resources available. In the UK, a standard police officer has a baton, radio, handcuffs, pepper spray and a taser (Join the cops, 2022), which will not be enough to stop someone with a suicide vest. Therefore, a detailed definition of terrorism alerts the public services whether special forces need to be called and helps services to understand the level of the threat (citation). 
Dr Ganor (2013) and Cooper (2001) have both short but broad definitions of terrorism; however, they have slightly different meanings. Dr Ganor is describing terrorism as “deliberate use of violence against civilians” and Cooper’s is “the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings”. Both definitions have the key words, “Deliberate” and “intentional”. This suggests that for there to be a terrorist attack, it needs to be planned out and furthermore, these definitions both suggests as well that terrorism is aimed at just the “civilians”, not the government. Lastly, both definitions use different words, such as “fear” and “violence”, but both could mean the same. However, the word fear, could just be threats being made so that the terrorist organisation could scare the public or government. The word violence in the quote means, acts need to be carried for there to be terrorism, for example shootings or bombings. 
The definition from the current UK Terrorism Act involves more concepts, for example section 1 of the terrorism act, states that terrorism is achieved to gain ideological or political influence. The legislation is saying terrorists carry out attacks to send a message, what is more, the legislation also says, that if the threat is made to the public or to any government then it will be classed as terrorism.  The terrorist act explains, what destruction must be done as well so that it is a terrorism is happening, which in coopers’ definition, he says “generation of massive fear”, which could implicate threats not actual violence. This is important for policing, so the police know whether to call specialist units to help defuse the situation. Furthermore, the terrorism states it must be an organisation for it to be classed as terrorism, this is important because people need to know the difference of a terrorist act or an individual. In coopers’ definition, he says “by human beings”, causes the “massive fear”, which in this case could mean, a school shooter, could be classed as a terrorist. 
[bookmark: _Int_qdRufCUx]The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) is a terrorist group that has been involved with many conflicts within Iraq and Syria, and it has headquarters all over Iraq. ISIL’s goals are to expand, govern and teach people their "strict interpretation of sharia" the ‘correct path’. ISIL is seen as a threat to countries that are allies to the United States because of their strength (Office of the Director of National Intelligence, 2022). But according to the European Union Agency for Asylum (2021), the ISIL territorial control in Syria was reduced due to the capturing of Baghouz which means ISIL only had one territory in the east part of the country in March 2019, however, it is reported that ISIL was forming cells across Syria and increasing their strength in 2020. 
ISIL have committed terrorist attacks across the world, such as the attack in France on the 13th November 2015, when there were several attacks in Paris in and around various locations, such as the Stade de France, Rue Alibert and The Bataclan theatre killing 129 and injuring around 400. President Francois Hallande described the attacks as an “act of war”. According to The Paris chief prosecutor, Francois Molins (BBC, 2015), there were “three co-ordinated teams” behind the attacks. After the attack, the French police raided different areas throughout France and Brussels. 
The Attack started at 21:20, outside the Stade de France, when one of the three suicide bombers blew himself up when he was refused entry because the security noticed that he was wearing a suicide belt, when they were doing security checks. The terrorists and a civilian were killed due to the explosion. 
At 21:25, there was reports of witnesses of gunmen coming out of a black Seat, with AK-47’s on Rue Ailbert, where there were bars, restaurants, cafés and pizzerias. The attack started at a Cambodian restaurant killing fifteen and injuring fifteen.
A second suicide vest went off at another entrance outside the stadium at 21:30. Fortunately, there were no casualties. Moments later the president of France was rushed out of the stadium.
After the second bomb had gone off at 21:32 there was a gun attack on diners a few streets south of rue Alibert in front of a pizzeria and a café, where five people were killed and eight injured. 
At 21:36, the gunmen travelled to rue de Charonne, to target a restaurant and according to witnesses they arrived in a black Seat. The attackers had killed nineteen and injured nine people.
Next around 21:40, An attacker, who was identified as Braham Abdeslam, who was killed by detonating a suicide bomb at the restaurant Le Comptoir Voltaire, where there was “one other person (who) was severely injured” according to the French Chief prosecutor.
Afterwards, was the attack at the Bataclan theatre which started at 21:40 and finished at 00:20, where it was recorded to have eighty-nine people who were killed and ninety-nine people critically injured, the most devastating attack on the night. According to witnesses the three attackers (Omar Ismail Mosefair, 29, Samy Animour, 28, and Foued Mohamed-Aggad, 23). Arrived at the Bataclan theatre in a black Volkswagen Polo, that according to investigators, might have been the same car that dropped off the three-suicide bomber outside the Stade de France. The three attackers firstly proceeded by shooting civilians at the bar, to then head to the theatre hall, which according to witnesses, one attacker was heard shouting “Allāhu akbar” (“God is great”), and another blaming President Holland for intervening with Syria. Orders were given at 00:20 to send French special forces into the hall. One police officer shot one of the gunmen, and his suicide belt detonated. The siege ended with the other two blowing up themselves up.
During the Bataclan concert attack. At 21:53 there was a final suicide bomber that blew up near the stadium, next to a fast-food outlet.
According to the BBC, the attackers are suspected to have been masterminded by Abdelhamid Abaaoud who was involved for the Bars and restaurants shootings. He was born in Belgium (Britannica, 2022). He was killed in a police raid in Saint-Denis. A man called Salah Abdeslam, was arrested on 18th March 2016 and was suspected in being involved with the terrorist act and also Mohamed Abrini who was arrested in Brussels on 8th April 2016. Salah Abdeslam was born in Brussels and is a French national. According to the BBC, it is believed that he rented a Volkswagen Polo in Belgium, which was later found near the Bataclan concert. Investigators believed Salah Abdeslam may have been the driver who dropped of the three bombers who attacked the Stade de France and may have been given the job to attack people in the 18th district, however the attack never happened. Most of the attackers were either born in France or In Belgium, the remaining terrorists were disguised with fake passports and were fake Syrian refugees. Most of the attackers where either born in France or Belgium. One of terrorist, Mohammed-Aggad, was lured by France’s most infamous jihadist recruiters, Mourad Fares (BBC,2015), which eventually Mohammed went to Syria for his training, to then come back to France.
[bookmark: _Int_5l04jN4F][bookmark: _Int_xwoCmVkl]According to Muro (2015), ISIL carried out the attack, so that they could “destroy key components of Western culture such as ‘freedom’ and ‘democracy’. Terrorists’ groups use extreme acts to teach the public that their culture and behaviour are wrong and that they should be following the ideologies that ISIL promote.
This attack was intentionally and planned out with the attackers being assigned to go to different locations to cause as much terror as possible. Also, looking at the evidence this was a political attack, due to what one of the terrorists had said during the Bataclan attack and what Muro (2015) suggested.
However, ISIS motives are not just political. According to the former U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry (2016, cited by the counter Extremism Project), he says “The fact is that [ISIS] kills Christians because they are Christians; Yazidis because they are Yazidas; Shia because they are Shia.” Indicating that ISIS kill people because of their religion as well.
The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant do fit the definition of terrorism. Firstly, they use violence using explosives and firearms on civilians and buildings. Their attacks where intentional and planned out before their attack on France, this is backed up because there were three different groups who were dropped off at locations which are popular in Paris and cause as much violence as possible, and it could be suggested that ISIS/ISIL did the attack to implicate fear to the western culture (McCants, 2015)
There is no universal definition when it comes to the word ‘terrorism’ (Göktaş, 2021). Many different websites, books and academics have separate ways to define terrorism, for example most definitions have the word ‘violence’ included in them, however, that could mean performing violence or threating to use violence. 
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