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Research Question (1 sentence max.)
Are women obsessed with true crime and why, an investigation 

Literature Review (700 words max)
Looking at peer reviewed journal articles and academic sources, this research will start out briefly looking at what true crime is.  This could be done through the Cambridge dictionary definition (2022, that states that true crime is when there is a book, show or any other means on story telling explaining a real-life incident into crimes involving real people and real scenarios. An example of this could be a new show on the popular streaming website, Netflix (2022), “Dahmer” which follows the devasting story of serial killer Jeffery Dahmer, his childhood and his victims. 
[bookmark: _Int_RvUh6YAn][bookmark: _Int_6oAITd1N][bookmark: _Int_3X8bdjIb]When researching, it is important to find the demographic of these shows and find out if there are any places where it is more popular, any ages and to what gender. It has been shown that this particular genre of shows have been more popular with women and there have been multiple different researchers looking into why this is the case. This research will look deeper into these reasons which include social perspectives and psychological perspectives - which can include that women have a higher empathy than men and more curiosity into the minds and background of criminals (Browder, 2006).  It has also been shown that ‘female rage’ may have had an impact. It will also show that cultural perspectives may have an influence. However, it is important to note that some viewers who watch true crime may experience negative effects and may cause problems overall.  Some viewers may have a morbid curiosity into the minds of killers and criminals that may influence them in a negative way. 
Looking at statistics and reviews on platforms, it would also be known whether there was a certain time that true crime became popular, if it has stayed around the same or whether there was a significant spike in views. It would be interesting to look at the spike within true crime documentaries throughout the recent Covid-19 pandemic - whether it be a boredom activity or as no one is thinking to watch a happy fiction film when Covid brought destruction (Demopoulos, 2020). 
With the rise of true crime TV shows, there has been quite an uproar into people thinking true crime is glamourised.  This is worth looking into deeper to find out what people think, those who are fans and those who are not. This could also be done through literature and the use of questionnaires. When making these programmes and films about true crime, it is known that the actors playing these parts are attractive and some even sexualised (Cooper, 2019). Within the research of literature reviews, my own research will also go deeper into the issues regarding this.
It has been said that when the people who commit these atrocious crimes go to prison, they get some people who are fans of them. In some situations, comic books get made and people send in fan mail, love letters, along with money or pictures (Smith, 2022). 
Towards the end, the research will touch upon the problem surrounding the people who have been victims, together with secondary victims, and how the effects of making a TV show about true crime could be triggering. It will also look at how some of the most popular true crime TV shows have not got permission or even a warning to the families and the victims about the possible distress it may cause.  
Moving on to the research that will be carried out, there will be a questionnaire of around 10 questions asking things such as: 
· On a scale of 1-10, 10 being obsessed with true crime and 1 being not at all, what are your views on true crime TV shows/podcasts or any other form of media?
· [bookmark: _Int_nzVhDFC6]Do you think true crime is glamorised? (with extremely, a bit, not really and not at all);
· Do you think it helps to deal with real life problems, if they did arise?  
· Do you think true crime influences the empathy towards the criminal more than the victims?
… to name a few.
After analysing the answers and looking into the respondents, including their gender and age, it can either prove or disprove the theory that women are more likely to like this genre and show any issues it may cause. 

Method (500 words max)
The aims of this 
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.
The aim of this research is to investigate into if women are obsessed with true crime and why. It will also aim to compare this to men's views into true crime.

 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims
When looking into objectives there are areas that would need to go into more detail. These include; 
· Literature regarding the argument of whether women are obsessed with true crime, why and whether there are more women than men. This will include the different perspectives, arguments against this case and the evidence towards it. This can also go into who thinks true crime is glamourised.
· Questionnaires (Survey Monkey).  
· Comparisons between male and female participants. 
· Compare the rise of true crime fandom in women with awareness of real-life incidents of violence and crime against women. 
· Any age similarities.
· The question of whether true crime is glamourised will also be within the questionnaire. 
· Social perspectives.
· Psychological perspectives, such as the argument that women have a higher empathy and curiosity.
· Cultural perspectives.

 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? 
Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method.
This research will look at a mixed method approach. There will be questionnaires formed with a multitude of questions regarding the research question which will be shared via a social media platform and will be open to around 100 participants, 50 male and 50 female. This will be shared to the public in South Wales. Within this questionnaire, there will be quantitative-based questions where there will be number statistics that can be found and qualitative research where the participants would be able to give their belief on certain areas of the topic if they chose. 
Another area of research that would be helpful towards the final analysis is to look at reviews of true crime podcasts/shows through Spotify or Amazon for example to further back up or argue against the final point. 

Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  
When looking into whether this task is ethical there are some risk factors that could arise. Firstly, an issue with personal information of the participants could be leaked such as name and age. This will be considered, and every questionnaire will be anonymised and there will not be a specific age. This means on the questionnaire there will be an age bracket. An example of this is 18-24, 25-30 etc. The only other information that will be needed is the gender of the person. 
Following on from this, the second risk factor would be emotional distress. This is because some issues of true crime may upset or frighten people who do not wish to take part. This will be counter acted by a declaration explaining the topic in detail and may mention the issues regarding violent crimes. 

 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?
Within this research I will also look at my findings from multiple different academic sources and other researchers' findings and compare them with my own and when all the data has been collected it will be looked at and analysed to figure out if the findings prove the research question. It will be helpful to see if there are any trends and correlations between the ages, genders. 

Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
	
	Due by:

	Introduction 
	21st October 2022

	Literature review 
	18th November 2022

	Methodology 
	9th December 2022

	Analysis and findings 
	10th February

	Conclusion 
	24th February 

	Draft done 
	10th March 


Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.

Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max) - Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  
The anticipated outcomes for this research will be that the question of whether women are obsessed with true crime will be answered. It is important to find out whether true crime is being glamourised and whether this is having an influence of the rise of people feeling a high level of empathy towards violent criminals such as serial killers and the negative effects it has on people and how these situations are becoming the norm. An example of this could be copycat killers and how the use of podcast and comic books and the use of popular actors and podcast entertainers could cause a morbid curiosity to follow in their footsteps. It may also be helpful in how people treat these actors and helping people disconnect the popular actor to the actual criminal and not fantasise the stories and more just remember the victims. It is important to put emphasis and show people that these stories are being glamorised in the way of using conventionally attractive actors to play these parts. It will also be good to see the results and what people within society think about this opinion and how they perceive it.
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