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[bookmark: _Toc221574776]Topic
The UK faces systemic disparities in access to maternity care among migrant women, contributing to low maternal and newborn outcomes. Structural, social and institutional barriers usually restrict access to asylum-seeking and undocumented women to relevant and timely care. The presented proposal will be aimed at investigating such barriers and the effect they have on the UK maternity care system using secondary research.
[bookmark: _Toc221574777]Review Question
What barriers affect access to maternity services for migrant women in the UK?
[bookmark: _Toc221574778]Review Objectives
1. Map existing UK-based literature on barriers to accessing maternity services for migrant women.
2. Identify key structural, legal and experiential challenges influencing migrant women’s engagement with maternity services.
3. Synthesise available evidence to support the development of more equitable and inclusive maternity care provision in the UK.
[bookmark: _Toc221574779]Rationale and Importance to UK Health and Social Care
Timely and proper maternity care access is the key to decreasing the morbidity and mortality of women. Nevertheless, migrant women often have delayed antenatal booking and disjointed care and suboptimal use of maternity services in the UK (McKnight et al., 2019). It has been proven that the language barriers, the lack of knowledge about healthcare entitlements, the fear of being reported to the authorities, discrimination, and NHS charging policies contribute to being a major problem (Nellums et al., 2021). Such obstacles lead to worse care experiences and increase the existing ethnic and socioeconomic health disparities and inequalities, which disproportionately affect migrant populations (Obionu et al., 2023). The existence of such barriers in recently migrated women is also proven internationally, which supports the global applicability of the problem and emphasises the importance of considering it from a UK perspective (Bains et al., 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc221574780]Methods: Scoping Review Design
The scoping review approach to be employed is a scoping review that will map the existing body of knowledge of the barriers to accessing maternity services among migrant women in the UK in a systematic manner. The peer-reviewed studies will be located in the search engines of MEDLINE, CINAHL and Scopus using the following keywords: migrant women, maternity care, access, and UK. The inclusion criteria will be based on the qualitative, quantitative and mixed-method studies in the UK that will address the experiences of migrant women in obtaining maternity care. 
[bookmark: _Toc221574781]Ethical Considerations
Since this study is a secondary analysis of published literature, it does not require official ethical approval. The ethical rigour will be ensured by the proper citation, clear reporting and appropriate representation of the experiences of vulnerable groups, such as undocumented and asylum-seeking women (Nellums et al., 2021).
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