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Religion in Late Antiquity Rome

Paganism and the transition into Christianity

. Constantine | ended Persecution and expulsion of Christians

. He supported Christianity after 324 and remained tolerant to Pagans

. The Edict of Milan— to treat Christians benevolently in the Roman Empire.
. Constantine converts to Christianity on his deathbed in 337

. Libanius the historian writes in his In “Defense of the Temples” that Con-
stantine 'looted the Temples' around the eastern empire in order to get

their treasures to build Constantinople

. Persecution of Paganism Under Theodosius I

. Between 389-391, there was the Theodosian Decree which
established a ban on paganism

. Visiting Temples were forbidden

. Pagan holidays/celebrations were abolished

. Temple Conversion into Churches

. The Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels and of the Martyrs

. This was the Pantheon of Rome a Roman Temple turned church in
609AD

« This church is now on the site of an earlier temple commissioned
by Marcus Agrippa during the reign of Augustus (27 BC — 14 AD).

e Emperor Hadrian rebuilt the temple chose not to inscribe the new

temple but rather to retain the inscription of Agrippa's older temple,

which had burned down.

https://www.jeffbondono.com/TouristinRome/

e In 609AD Byzantium emperor gave the building to Pope Boniface 1V, St B el - e Bl

which was then converted into a new Basilica

o "Boniface, asked the same [Emperor Phocas, in Constantinople] to order that in the old temple called the Pantheon, after
the pagan filth was removed, a church should be made, to the holy virgin Mary and all the martyrs, so that the commemo-
ration of the saints would take place henceforth where not gods but demons were formerly worshipped.” (Deacon quoting
Macdonald)

Sources-

Wiemer, Hans-Ulrich. “Libanius on Constantine". The Classical Quarterly, vol. 44, no. 2, 1994, pp. 511-524. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/
stable/639654 Accessed 15/12/22

Edward Gibbon: The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (1995) edited by David Womersley (Penguin Classics)

John the Deacon, Monumenta Germaniae Historia (1848) 7.8.20, quoted in MacDonald 1976, p. 139


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcus_Agrippa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libanius
https://web.archive.org/web/20200929191557/http:/droppdf.com/files/hYAzU/wiemerlibaniusconstantine.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pantheon,_Rome#CITEREFMacDonald1976

