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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:

The Police Investigation of Coercive and Controlling behaviour – are we policing the impossible? 

The offence of coercive and controlling behaviour (CCB) was introduced in 2015 as new legislation to tackle domestic abuse. It highlights non-physical abuse, making it an offence to “repeatedly or continuously engage in behaviour that is controlling or coercive” (Serious Crime Act, 2015).

The legislation was welcomed by domestic abuse charities who had campaigned for a change in the law (Women’s Aid, 2022).  It addresses the psychological and emotional abuse that victims suffer when their perpetrators engage in behaviour that exerts complete control over their lives (Home Office and Bradley, 2015). 

Despite this legislation, CCB is still a widely misunderstood and underreported offence. A 2021 review highlighted some of the difficulties in understanding, recognising, and evidencing the behaviour, finding that despite the amount of CCB offences being recorded, the percentage of those resulting in a charge is low (Home Office, 2021). 

This study will examine how the police investigate coercive and controlling behaviour and identify the challenges they face. Police officer attitudes towards the offence will also be explored. The focus will be on frontline response officers, who are the first to attend any report of domestic abuse and often find themselves in charge of the investigation. 

At a time when the police are facing extreme scrutiny, and domestic abuse is so prevalent, this study attempts to answer the following research questions: 

1. What is the current process of investigating CCB? 
2. What challenges face response officers when evidencing CCB? 

The research hopes to find if changes can be made to improve CCB investigations – or are we policing the impossible? 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. Examine the current process of CCB investigations.
· Questionnaires to serving response officers.
· Review existing literature. 

2. Explore officer attitudes towards CCB.

· Questionnaires sent to serving police officers.
· Interviews/ questionnaires with domestic abuse charities.
· Analyse existing research. 

3. Identify the challenges facing response police officers when dealing with CCB
· Questionnaires to police officers
· Analyse existing literature

4. Recommendations, if any, to how investigations can be improved. 
· Analyse findings




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
	
Since its implementation in 2015, there has been little study on how the police investigate the offence. There is, however, literature that clearly identifies issues with the legislation, particularly when it comes to securing a conviction. This is highlighted by Barlow (2018) who found that only 16% of coercive control cases resulted in charge. 

Studies show that failures in the policing response account for many CCB cases facing no further action (NFA). Much of this is attributed to lack of evidence, where officers have not captured the offence in their victim statements or have missed opportunities to gather other available evidence (Johnson and Barlow, 2018). Other barriers to a successful investigation are highlighted by Myhill et al. (2022). The authors suggest that a lack of officer knowledge, and to some extent officer attitudes prevent them fully exploring whether CCB is present. 

A 2022 study has found that police officers receive little training on CCB and that they rely on their experience to understand it. The research has also indicated that ‘survivor blaming’ attitudes by the police have impacted the confidence of victims to report CCB in the future (Elgezouli, 2022). This is further evidenced by Wydall and Zerk (2020) who also included victims in their research. The study found that police legitimacy was undermined because victims felt unprotected, with one victim saying that she will never go to the police again, no matter how badly she is hurt. 

It is obvious from the research that the police are failing to investigate CCB properly and the effects of this can be seen in the many victims that are let down when their offenders are left unpunished. There is a clear need for research into how the police are investigating CCB to assess if police officer attitudes and lack and knowledge are solely to blame. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

This study will use existing literature such as journals, books, articles, websites, government reports and other online publications. 

I will use mixed methods to collect quantitative and qualitive data. This will be done through online questionnaires and in person interviews. The participants will be frontline police officers from one police force and their identity will be anonymous in any analysis or outputs produced. 

Freedom of information requests may be sent to UK police forces to identify current CCB charging statistics. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The study will focus on the views and opinions of serving response police officers and some response sergeants. Questionnaires and informal interviews will be used to establish current attitudes towards CCB and find how investigations are carried out. Police officers would be the most suited target sample as the study is focussed around the policing of coercive and controlling behaviour. 

The officers will be contacted via email, or some may be approached in person. These officers will be members of the Gwent Police force as I have access to internal email addresses and webpages and have relationships within this force who can facilitate participant recruitment. 

The data collected will be looked at in depth and all participants will be kept anonymous.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Domestic abuse is an extremely sensitive topic and I have considered the effects that this research will have on those asked to participate. Officers will be asked about their experience in dealing with CCB and I accept that some may find this difficult, particularly if a case has not gone their way. To counter this, I will ensure that a list of support services is available at the beginning and end of the survey. 

I have also considered police officer confidentiality. They will be fully informed of how the data will be used and at no point will their details be revealed. I will follow university procedures for data storage and management and comply with GDPR (UWTSD, 2023). 

In order to obtain reliable research, I will be asking officers to answer my questions honestly. I have considered the police Codes of Practice (College of Policing, 2014) and how an honest answer has the potential to go against these standards. Depending on the context, their anonymity will be kept unless I feel there is a need to inform a supervisor. This would be in extreme circumstances and only if I felt that a victim was in danger. This is to honour my own integrity as a serving police officer myself.   

As I will be asking officers to talk about their investigations, I have considered whether victims could be indirectly identified. To rectify this, I will ask participants not to use names. Any names that are accidently disclosed, either in person or in the questionnaires will be disregarded and not used in any final result. 


	TIME SCALE:

The time that this study takes will be governed by the deadlines set by university. These are: 

28/08/23 – Proposal and Ethics Submission Date

06/11/23 – Literature Review submission date

18/12/23 - Research Methodology and Planning submission date

05/02/24 – Analysis of Results submission date

08/04/24 – Submission of final project. 
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