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BG Book 6, chapters 19, 20 and 21 ll.1-4.

The men join as much money as they have received from their wives in the name of a dowry with offerings from their own wealth when the valuation has been made. An account of all this money is held jointly and the profit is kept (jointly): whichever of them survives, the portion of the other comes to him with the profits of the preceding time. The men have the power of life and death over their wives just as (they do) the children; and when the head of the household who is born of a distinguished place has died, his neighbours gather and, if there is a cause for suspicion arising on (his) death, they hold an investigation of the wives, (just) like slaves, and, if it is ascertained after being tortured, they kill (them) on the fire along with everything (else) in torment. The funerals, in accordance with Gallic civilisation, are magnificent and lavish; they throw everything on the fire, even animals, which are thought to be have been loved (by them) while alive.  Not long ago it was agreed that the slaves and dependents who had been loved by them were burnt together when the funeral rites had been made ready.

Tribes which are thought to regard their state sacred by its laws are considered to manage their state more efficiently, if anyone will have learnt anything about the state through rumour or report from the frontier he should report to the magistrate and not communicate with anyone else: because it is known that imprudent and ignorant men are alarmed by false rumours and are driven to crime and to make a plan about most important matters. The magistrates conceal what they have discerned and they reveal that which they have judged (or: what they judge) to be advantageous to the multitude.  It is not permitted to speak about matters of state except at an assembly.

The Germans greatly differ from this custom.  Since they do not have druids who preside over divine matters nor do they pay attention to sacrifices. They esteem these alone out of a number of gods - the Sun, Vulcan and the Moon - whom they perceive that they are being helped openly with riches; they do not even learn about the rest (of the gods) through rumour.
