Presentation Assessment

Student name: Xuefeng Cui			        Date: 22 June 2018

Project Presentation: Comparative Study of Happiness with Modern Western Culture and the Three Chinese Traditions


	
Learning outcomes

	
Level of achievement
High        Medium        Low


	
Tutor’s Comments

	Content

	
· Information and understanding of the main points.



· Critical skills








· Applying  different theories (including sources) 
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Well-informed outline of the aims and objectives of the project/ presentation in the initial slides 


Selection of motifs/topics for closer study could have been more overtly explained; e.g. why hedonism and eudaimonia? The comparative analysis should be undergirded by a clear methodological framework.

Focus on primary sources but limited evidence of explicit engagement with secondary literature. Theoretical underpinnings not taken into account.

	Structure

	
Development of the argument 
(e.g. introduction; main body of the presentation; conclusions; avoiding repetition; flow of the argument).

	
10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1
	
Clearly outlined in the first slide, although the line of argument (e.g. selection of images/motifs of happiness) is largely assumed rather than explained.

	Sources

	
Use of research and the way it is used in support of the argument

	
10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1
	
No references were made to secondary literature (no bibliography etc.), although it became clear during the discussion that secondary literature on psychological studies were consulted. Updating of research is required to reflect recent debates.


	Presentation and communication

	
· Timing

· The use of visual aids 
PowerPoint slides
Handouts etc.


	
10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1

10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1


	
Good

Good use of visual aids. Effective balance of bullet points and visual images.
Setting out the quotations from the various religious sources would have been helpful.  

	
· Clarity
 

· Attracting the audience’s attention (e.g., not overly dependent on the use of written notes; eye contact etc.)


· Leading a discussion and responding to the questions and comments of the rest of the class
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Generally good, though slightly fast paced at times.


Quite reliant on notes, hence limited attempt to interact directly with the audience – though this improved as the presentation developed.

No formulation of questions was required for this assessment.

	Other notes (if needed)

	
Second Marker – A. Slater

The presentation offered an interesting sketch of a comparative study of different forms of “happiness” within the western tradition and various Eastern religious traditions. While the sketch of this area showed background knowledge and reading, the presentation significantly lacked in engagement with appropriate academic literature, either on the “western tradition” (which was left largely uninterrogated and suffered from a confusion between philosophical, theological, and popular culture understandings of happiness) or scholarly secondary literature on the religious conceptions of happiness in an eastern context. 

The student adopted a largely uncritical approach throughout, which detracted from the analytical content of the presentation. The presentation itself was well paced and effectively delivered with good relevant slides being used. 


Third Marker – B. Schmidt
The presentation was quite long (16 minutes instead of 10) and remained quite descriptive. There was little awareness of the academic debate on wellbeing/happiness despite being the focus of the presentation. The presentation focused on popular perception of happiness in the Western society versus Chinese philosophical understanding, comparing therefore  two different items (behaviour versus traditional philosophy) without mentioning any academic studies of these areas. 
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First Marker mark:         54
Second Marker mark:    52 
Third Marker mark:        52
Overall mark:                  53









Overall mark:  54
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