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	In the educational and learning processing advent of the new technology have brought significant transformation. The introduction of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is a technology based system that is supportive for delivering the learning material to the students with the help of web (Hramiak et al., 2007). The VLE system include the process of assessment of the students, tracking their performance, collaborating with him with the use of significant communication tools. Virtual learning environment is supportive for giving better learning experience to the students because with the help of this teachers gets proper lesson planning and track the performance of each student individually. The virtual learning environment increase the engagement level of the students in the classroom sessions (Hamilton, 2013). In relation the implication of virtual learning environment for students learning, the present research study is focused to examine the impact of virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle on the learning experience of the students at the university of Wales Trinity Saints David London Campus.       
[bookmark: _Toc2]Research Background
Like many other sectors, the educational sector has also undergoing rapid internationalisation. This has made an increased number of students from transitional and developing economies to enrol in Western universities, or they to internationally qualified and accredited educational institutions in their home countries. The internationalisation of education has increased distance learning programmes which is being supported by internet-based e-learning systems (Van Raaij and Schepers, 2008). The e-learning system allows and assists educational programmes to happen successfully across the border of time and space. Virtual Learning Environments (VLE) is one such technology which has been designed specifically for improving and supporting the study process of students. The technology does so by providing students with a source for course documents, chat boxes, etcetera, mass communication options and discussion forum. It is found to be highly important technology which stores, process and disseminate support communication as well as educational material associated with learning and teaching which in turn help students in improving their learning experience (Van Raaij and Schepers, 2008). 
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The key research question that has been developed for this research study is: “What is the Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)-Moodle on Student’s learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saints David London Campus?”
[bookmark: _Toc4]Aim and Objectives
	The keyaim of the research study is to examine the impact of the virtual learning environment Moodle on the learning experience of the students. The research study has been conducted in specific context to the student of University of Wales Trinity Saints David London Campus. In the light of this aim, the research study is focuses to examine the conceptual of virtual learning environment and the key feature of the VLE Moodle that are supportive for fostering good learning among  the studentsof the university. The research study has been focused to examine the contribution of this Moodle in fostering enhancement of the overall student learning experience. The objectives of the research study that are framed in alignment of the research aim are presented below:
To examine the concept of virtual learning environment and key significance in the educational practices both teaching and learning
To evaluate the key features of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle for the students to improve their  learning practices
To determine the impact of virtual learning environment Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saints David London Campus
[bookmark: _Toc5]Section 2 Literature Review
In the perspective of Alves, Miranda and Morais (2017), Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is primarily associated with formal learning as well as establishing an improved relationship between students, teachers and universities. It has gained significant interest supported by the internet among students, teachers and educational institutions. The concept of VLC is identified to be dynamic in nature because of rapid and consistent development in digital technologies along with its personalities, features and benefits that it provides within the learning processes. At a present significant number of universities, companies and schools are using the web not only for integrating web technology within their courses rather than to improve their conventional face-to-face courses. The technology gathers a significant amount of educational data and information which is found to be valuable for analysing student’s use and course content (Alves, Miranda and Morais, 2017).
 On the other hand, Maltby and Mackie (2009) has opined that learning environment which is found to depend on using digital resources and technology such as webinars, interactive web conferencing, web pages and lecture capture act as a mediator in the process of learning in higher education because of the functions they provide. They are found to be highly beneficial in improving students’ learning process because of the fact that they support interrelation and interaction within consistent educational communication process and hence improve reconstruction and construction of knowledge and meanings; along with this, they also facilitate in forming attitudes and habits within a framework which is found to be common for all including students and teachers involved in the process of education (Maltby and Mackie, 2009).
Moreover, it has been asserted by Agudo Hernández and Pradas (2012) that VLE positively impacts the distance learning experience of students in universities by facilitating student-student interaction, student-teacher interaction and student-content interaction. Technology-based learning systems allow student to establish asynchronous or synchronous communication with other students at a convenient place and time which in turn make students’ learning more socially and cooperative activity instead of isolated and solitary work. In a similar manner, it allows students to interact with teachers anytime by making an online presence and allows them to easily exchange their queries with teachers about a particular course topic. Besides this, the VLE also provides students to access and browse different content over the internet rather than using traditional content resources like research materials, textbooks or any other learning materials (Agudo Hernández and Pradas, 2012). 
It have been evaluated that VLE have provided students to interact easily with other students, teachers and contents over the internet and has made them not to wait for attending college lectures for asking their queries which in turn helps them in enhancing their overall learning experience. As per the report published by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (2020), the university provide various graduation and post-graduation courses online in a supportive, flexible and rigorous environment to students. The university make use of VLE to provide an opportunity for students learning remotely without being physically present in the classroom and contacting face-to-face with teachers. The major benefits provided by university’s distance learning and online courses are that it provides students with the opportunity to enhance learning across their personal and professional life and assist them in achieving their full potential. 
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	The research method framework has a significant role in the research studies (Jonker and Pennink, 2010). In the research studies, the data collection purpose, either primary or secondary or both research methods can be used in amalgamation. In the present research study mixed method have been applied where both primary and secondary data collection methods are used in combination. The use of both these methods has been supported with the implication of the exploratory research design (Mallinson, Childs and  Herk, 2013). In the light of the exploratory research design the research study has implied the primary data collection method of survey and secondary data collection method of library research. The survey has been conducted with the students who are pursuing higher education degree courses from the University of Wales Trinity Saints David London Campus. The sample selection have been done with the help of random sampling strategy that has supported the selection of the sample without any biasness and discriminations in the sample selection (Supino  and Borer, 2012). The sample selected for this study is 40 students because this is a much smaller research. The secondary data with the help of library research method has been done with the help of exploration of wider range of literature sources.   
	The data collected with the help of survey is quantitative in nature and hence it has been analysed with the help of graphical data presentation method where analysis of the data been done in the forms of percentage which have analysed the data for showing with the viewpoint of majority of the responses. The analysis of the literature data has been done in qualitative forms (Thomas, Nelson and Silverman, 2011). Ethical consideration of data confidentialty and anonymity of the repondetns has also been ensured in the research study data collection process.    
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Degree Course: 

The above graph represented that from the total numbers respondents 55% were graduate students, 30% were Post Graduate students and remaining 15 % were doing other courses in University of Wales Trinity Saints David London Campus.
Virtual learning environment provide you better learning experience


When the respondents were asked about virtual learning environment provide you better learning experience 40% of the respondents were strongly agree and 38% were agree that virtual learning environment provide them a good learning experience. 10% were Strongly Disagree, 7% were Neutral and 5% were Disagree on the same point. 
VLE Moodle of the University of Wales Trinity Saints David London Campus is supportive for enhancing learning of the students


When the respondents were asked about VLE Moodle of the University of Wales Trinity Saints David London Campus is supportive for enhancing learning of the students, 55% were Agree and 25% were Strongly Agree that VLE Moodle of the University highly supportive for enhancing the learning of the students. The other 8% were Neutral on this point while 7% were Disagree and 5% were Strongly Disagree.
Key features of the VLE Moodle of the University of Wales Trinity Saints David London

When the respondents were asked about key features of the VLE Moodle of the University of Wales Trinity Saints David London, 38% of the respondents said that VLE Moodle positively impacts the distance learning experience. The other 24% said that gathering educational data and information also becomes possible in efficient way with the help of VLE Moodle. 22% respondents said that VLE Moodle acts as a mediator in the process of learning and 16% respondents said that it provides formal learning to the students.    
Ways in which teaching practices of the teachers improves with the help of VLE Moodle

When the respondents were asked about the ways in which teaching practices of the teachers improves with the help of VLE Moodle, 30% of the respondents said that VLE Moodle provides open discussion of queries by the teachers with students. The other 27% of the respondents said that VLE Moodle provides suitable learning material to the teachers which they can provide to the students. 23% of the respondents said that face to face communication with students is a helpful teaching improvement and 20% respondents said that efficient teaching and learning practices is also another area of improvement in the teaching practice with the help of VLE Moodle.  
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	The secondary data findings derived from the literature review also reflects that VLE fosters a good learning for students because it provides dynamic, learning and engaging environment for the students in this digital era (Riddle, Keppell and Souter, 2012). With the help of VLE the students can be benefited with the distance learning practices. The students can be benefited in terms of having educational information and data easily available on the portals. Secondly, VLE Moodle of the university provides opportunity to have face to face communication with the teachers which help in resolving the queries in good way through consistent and regular communication (Koç, 2018). In the university introduction of VLE Moodle provides flexible learning environment to  the  students for their better learning experience. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk49595677]	The research is conclude that Virtual learning environment provides varied benefits to the students. The students in the virtual learning environment get additional study material for enhancing their learning on the subject matter. The virtual learning environment moodle of the university also proves supportive for teacherss to provide the students good teching in varied way. 
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