Welsh Evaluation

The school in which I attended during my PTE 1 was very motivated and dedicated to improving and developing Welsh language skills. This became clear during my observation week where I would observe and take note of any Welsh being spoken by the teacher throughout the school day. 

My first experience of speaking Welsh in the classroom would be welcoming the pupils into the classroom each morning by saying greetings such as ‘Bore Da’ and ‘Sut wy ti?’ I continued to observe my class mentor, especially during registration. During my first week of teaching I was asked to take the morning and afternoon registers. The registers were completed in Welsh where the pupil would answer either ‘Bore da Mr Hussey’ or ‘Prynhawn da Mr Hussey’ to which I would reply with either ‘bore da’ or ‘Prynhawn da’.  Welsh was also used when completing the dinner register where pupils would have to answer and let myself know what they wanted using either ‘Cinio’ or ‘brechdannau. I would then reply saying ‘Diolch Ffion’ for example. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout the school day I would also use welsh when praising or letting a pupil know they’ve done a great job. This mainly involved verbal praise such as ‘Da Iawn’ for example. I started to use praise in welsh after realising during my observation week that all teachers would praise their pupils using the Welsh language. At the end of each week myself and the other teaching assistants would host a game for the pupils called last man standing. This game involved the teacher asking what an object translated too in welsh, where pupils would come up against each other. This game was mainly used to develop the pupils Welsh thinking skills while creating a contest environment to test the pupils ability to perform under pressure.


All marking that I undertook was completed in Welsh. The school felt that spending hours marking work was pointless when that time could be spent planning and prepping with lessons and activities. After looking through a range of workbooks and files I could see work was pretty basically marked. While marking on placement I would leave a note at the bottom which included one of the following- da, Gwaith da or Da Iawn. All feedback given was in Welsh and was always positive to help encourage children to become more familiar with the Welsh language and use it in more situations.


On Wednesday 18th of March I had planned to complete a Welsh lesson that would focus on foods. The lesson would involve a variety of different activities and each activity would be related to either writing, speaking or answering questions in Welsh. The first activity included a game of ‘Splat’ where I had placed 16 different food cards around the room and pupils would have to find and identify the food called out while reading the word out. This was aimed to help develop an understanding of welsh words while also providing the pupils to try and pronounce the words. The next activity involved the pupils creating sentences of the foods they liked and disliked e.g. Dw I’n hoffi Pizza on dw I’n ddim un hoffi bisgedi. Finally, once the sentences had been written down the pupils would have to share their sentence with the group and practise their speaking skills. 




Following my joint observation lesson from my class mentor and my professional tutor, a feedback session was conducted, and a report of the lesson was provided. My report states ‘Your use of incidental Welsh is excellent’. The report also states, ‘You encourage the children to use Welsh throughout your lesson’. 

During every lesson I taught, I attempted to include reference to the Welsh language whether it being speaking and giving instructions in welsh, asking pupils to provide their ideas and answers in welsh. Throughout each session I would display commands within welsh, this would include commands such as ‘Eisteddwch’ and ‘Swfwch’. 


Looking at what I’ve achieved through my PTE 1 and what I feel I could improve, I have come up with a number of targets and areas I would like to focus on and improve in the future and specifically PTE2 and 3. Some of the areas of my Welsh language I would like to improve include developing my own understanding of the Welsh language. By working on my Welsh, this will mean welsh in lessons will come across more natural rather than being planned in the lesson. This will then have a positive impact on the pupil’s development of the welsh language. The next area of my Welsh language which I would like to work on is my marking within welsh. Within my PTE 1 school they only included brief comments on marking due to following the marking policy of the school. However, in other schools marking could be potentially more detailed so I believe it would be a valuable idea to enhance and develop my marking skills in welsh ready for PTE 2. 
