A Critical analysis and evaluation of the observation research tool, ‘Leaven Scale’. 
	Targets:
	What I have done within this assignment:

	Continue to develop a critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible.
	I continued to criticise the arguments I presented throughout my assignment by giving shared viewpoints. 

	Try and read more relevant books and articles when researching, not just websites.
	I used different sources to gain different ranges of literature. 


 How far do small learning groups go in providing opportunities for pupils' involvement and learning?
In this assignment, I will be exploring small learning groups within the Foundation learning environment and how they can enhance pupils' engagement in assigned tasks. I will be conducting an observation to gain insights, using the Leuven scale, by observing three pupils from Years 2 and 3 for 5-minute intervals. The main focus of the observation is to determine how small groups of individuals within their primary indoor learning environment will affect the outcome of their involvement. This offers an opportunity to examine the elements of the learning environment that may influence the students' activity levels. Within the observation, the small group consists of six pupils, three of which have been selected for observation purposes over a 15-minuet period. It is crucial to understand that the individuals within the small group carried out a Read White Inc task under the teacher's guidance. After completing the task, the pupils were given the opportunity to self-evaluate how challenging they felt the task was by colouring a set of traffic lights. 
The Foundation learning aims to ensure all individuals are engaged by acquiring knowledge through persistence and focus on the specific tasks set. Student engagement is key to ensure all aspects of student learning and growth is being implemented (Sutton, 2021). Within the Foundation learning approach, the practitioner acts as a learning facilitator, placing the child at the centre of their learning. It is crucial to consider the child's needs in each area of learning (Welsh Government, 2008). The framework covers a period of 4 years, from the ages three to seven years, which greatly inspires motivation and commitment to learning by individuals fostering their own potentials and capabilities (Welsh Government, 2015). The Curriculum incorporated cross-curricular connections into Foundation Learning to encourage pupils through stimulating topics, this permits explorations that engage children's imagination (Historical Association, 2023). Whilst conducting the observation, it is apparent that the children were actively involved in a variety of Areas of Learning, this correlates with the       pedagogical principle ‘ranges within and across areas’ (Welsh Government, 2023). The learners participated in a task, that places significant emphasis on literacy development. The task also established a link between communication and language skills as they showcased an array of rhymes, whilst also being required to write down specific sentence patterns which contributes to the individuals fine motor skills, by using a pencil effectively to write on a piece of paper. Within my observation I observed a small group of pupils that showed collaboration with one another, which may integrate with Lev Vygotsky’s (1978) theory focusing on the More Knowledgeable Other (MKO). MKO provides support as an intellectual scaffold, which enables the less intelligent other to succeed within intricate tasks (Meggitt, 2007, pg156). The MKO can be a teacher, parent or peer who provides direction in order for an individual to learn (Mcleod, 2024). This was demonstrated throughout the observation, the children excelled and prospered through engaging in this strategy to aid them to succeed. Certain individuals may achieve optimal performance when working within small groups, this could be an attribution to the learning environment becoming overwhelming.
The Foundation learning environment strongly prioritises the need for play based and practical approach to learning. Engaging indoor and outdoor environments that encourages learners with the need to support their surroundings. A variety of resources should be utilised to aid children's learning both indoors and outdoors to encourage individuals to make their own choices (Welsh Government, 2008). One ESTYN report from 2018 discusses the importance of integrating diverse learning settings. They explored the objectives of developing a curriculum that fosters innovation that would attain in engaging all learners and to promote their independence (ESTYN, 2018). Friedrich Froebel (1782-1852) advocates for this concept as he firmly believes children need opportunities to make their own choices and decisions which allows them to engage in repetition to reinforce their learning (Nursery, 2023). During my observation, it was apparent that the pupils were given the freedom to make their own decisions when answering questions and they were also encouraged to self-assess their performance of the task. The Welsh Government (2008) proposes that the learning environment must be highly stimulating and encourage discovery and self-reliance. This enables us to hold the belief that the Welsh Government supports the concept of establishing a conducive learning environment. They suggest foundation learning practitioners should motivate pupils to achieve their goals and provide choices whilst also advancing their learning over the seven Areas of Learning (Adran and Oes, n.d). Throughout my observation, the teacher provided continuous support to the children and inspired them to make their own choices. 
Within this research the Leuven Scale will be utilised to measure the learner's level of involvement. The observation is described as an unobstructive observation which consists of the researcher only observing the learners within their environment with no interference. Despite this being a valuable method of observation that gathers informative data, it can be criticised on its reliability and validity (Parke and Griffiths, 2008). On account of the researcher showing no involvement within the observation the data may potentially become inaccurate due to the participants altering their behaviour as a result of the researcher's presence (George, 2023). However, non-participant observation also offers advantages on account of the researcher remaining uninvolved with the participants, which leads to gathering natural and dependable results (BetterEvaluation, 2022). 
The Leuven Scale is a five-point scale created by Ferre Laevers which permits individuals to assess children's involvement and emotional wellbeing. The Leuven scale measure levels of involvement ranging from one to five, level four and five demonstrates the child being continuously involved by showing considerably high stages of enthusiasm and persistence. Yet, if the child does not meet these criteria's their learning may be restricted displaying lower levels of the five-point scale (Learning Journals, 2021). It is crucial to recognise that the assessment is considered a meaningful observation that places the children at the centre of their learning. Research proposes that observation-based instructions prove to be the most effective teaching resource in Foundation Phase education (Structural Learning, 2023). Subsequently, the Leuven scale does not take into account behaviour change, a sudden event may occur and completely alter the child's behaviour in an instant (Arnerich, 2021). 
I will be observing children within a small learning group activity performing a task based on literacy and language. Throughout my discussions and findings, I will be referring to the Leuven scale, found in appendix 1, in order to converse my results on the effects of small groups and how they provide opportunities for pupil's involvement. 
Researchers are motivated to make ethical decisions and put ethical principles into practice as it balances the benefit and risk guided by important ethical guidelines. It is important for researchers to incorporate and apply ethics in various situations (Abbas, Babikir, Mohamed and Kabbashi, 2012). It is crucial to grasp the ethical aspects involved within research of young children. The British Educational Research association (BERA) document for the Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research (2018) supports educational researchers in ensuring that research is conducted with the utmost ethical standards is essential in all contexts. The BERA guidelines demonstrates the researchers' responsibilities to the participants, these include consent/assent, the right to withdraw, privacy and data storage, and harm arising from participation in research. Researchers should recognise the privacy for all individual participants and provide them of their rights to confidentiality and anonymity. Ethical research suggests it is vital for researchers to avoid risk of harm towards the participants, due to the duty of care they must abide by for the individuals. Providing a safe space within my observation will be a key aspect, however, given the essence of the observation the environment is secure and safe for the individuals. Considering the nature of this observation, the need for consent from parents is unnecessary due to the observation being part of the children's learning experience. Despite this, assent from the child will be taken into account and will be applied, the individual's agreement is the expression of their ‘consent’ to participate in a way they understand. 
During my research, I have acknowledged the account of implementing data protection by ensuring the names of the children are kept anonymous. Throughout my research I will be referring the children as Pupils X, Y and Z. When preparing my scale, I failed to consider any environmental influences that may impact the children's participation. Consequently, I amended this and created another table where I could comment on any additional factors throughout my observation. I also considered the benefits of the reader understanding the Leaven scale in a more detailed way and therefore added the five-point scale describing each level, to allow the reader to gain the idea of how the individual was observed. It is evident to see that the pupil’s within my research shows a diverse set of results. 
In Appendix 1, it is clear to see that pupil Z demonstrates the lowest level of activity throughout the task by consistently scoring between the stages extremely low to moderate. I discovered that pupil Z became easily distracted by the environment around him which led to low engagement. Pupil Y displayed continuous engagement at the beginning of the task however they quickly became distracted by others within the activity. As the activity evolved pupil Y grew increasingly unfocused as they started to fiddle with objects around them. Pupil Y also encountered difficulty tuning in to their peers' voices causing frustration around them, which may have resulted in their score being at a lower level. Pupil X demonstrated exceptional proficiency within the observation, resulting in high levels of achievement on the scale, clearly presented in the observation document. They showed great enthusiasm from this task and grasped a prominent role among their peers, due to this they sustain high activity throughout the whole session. 
During this observation, it may be stated that the level of concentration of a pupil depends on their level of interest of the task. It should also be taken into consideration that despite being in a small group, having other students in the classroom may have caused a distraction for the pupils being observed due to the environment being load and full of things striving for their attention, this may have differed the results. The activity was focused on enhancing the student's literacy and language skills, those who struggle with self-assurance with these skills may be a contribution to my findings.

Overall, when gathering the results of my observation it is evident to see that small learning groups enhances children's involvement by vigorously promoting positive emotional and social growth whilst also directing individuals to gain independence and self-direction within their learning. Additionally, small groups enable learners to gain thorough feedback on their learning from the educators which will improve their academic work and active participation (Education Endowment Foundation, 2021). However, it is important to recognise that the Leuven scale was a less effective research method used to carry out my observation and could be a factor behind my results being vague and potentially unreliable. 
The Leuven scale does not take into account children with additional learning needs or disabilities. Within my scale I did not present a detailed analysis of whether the students I observed had additional learning needs or disabilities which may be an element towards their engagement levels (Learning Journals, 2021). I found it challenging to observe the pupils collectively as the research method does not recognise the pupil's specific needs or difficulties. Though, when performing my observation, the scale acquired me to refrain from actively engaging with the pupils which provides more reliable findings. 
When conducting my observation, it became apparent that observing a larger number of individuals may produce clearer results. I firstly focused on 6 pupils, however this became challenging to obtain accurate results due to being unable to consistently observe every individual which prompted me to reduce the number of participants. To conclude, considering this observation, environmental factors contributed to the low levels scores of involvement from the participants. When carrying out the observation again I will observe participants in a calmer and more stable setting.       
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Appendix 1:
Research Question: How far do focus groups go in providing opportunities for pupil involvement and learning?
Name of observer: Beau Yeomans    Date: 7th February   Time Scale: 15 minutes observation occurred every 5 minutes.
Section A
Context: A small learning group carrying out a Read White Inc task under the teacher's guidance.
Year Group: Years 2 and 3
Lesson: Phonics – Literacy and Language
Number of pupils within the group: 6 (observed 3)
Observation: Involvement 

1. Extremely Low – Pupil will show the bare minimum of activity, passive attitude, no concentration and mental activity. 
2. Low – Pupil showcase some activity, but often interrupted, can be easily distracted, actions lead to limited results. 
3. Moderate – Pupil participates in activities for a short amount of time without real concentration, capabilities are not used to their full extent. 
4. High – Clear signs of involvement but not always to their full extent, showing engagement without interruption. 
5. Extremely High – Constant engagement in activity, focused, mental activity and experience are intense. 
Section B
	
	Pupil X

	Pupil Y

	Pupil Z


	Extremely low

	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	
	

	Low
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	2

	High

	
	
	1
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	Extremely High

	1
	1
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	


Linkert Scale: 1= Always, 2= Often, 3= Sometimes, 4= Rarely, 5= Never 
Section C
	Additional Comments 
	Pupil X 
	Pupil Y
	Pupil Z 

	


	High engagement.
Shows high concentration – consisted throughout the task.
Becoming distracted by others.
Not paying their greatest attention to the task at times.
	
Little distraction. 
Fiddling with different objects e.g. pencil, rubber at times.
Difficulty listening to other pupils within the task.
Occasionally staring into space. 

	Tapping of pencil 
Low energy. 
Difficulty working with other pupils within the task.
Becomes engaged with the task.
Shows interest in the activity.


Appendix 2:
Reflection Template;
1. Describe ONE of the observations you carried out.  What did you learn from it? 
Small learning groups - enable learners to receive comprehensive feedback from teachers, enhancing their performance. 
2. What were the challenges and opportunities of being a non-participant observer in the classroom?
The children seemed confused during my observation, leading me to suspect their behaviours may have shifted, it was difficult for me to distinguish the meaning of their behaviour. However, I was able to observe the children in their natural setting which gave me the opportunity to observe the connections between participants and how they succeed in their work. 
3. In your experience, what were the benefits and limitations of the Leuven Scale as a research tool?
The Leuven scale does not consider children with additional learning needs or disabilities, which did not allow me to explore reasons for the children's behaviour during the observation. However, it provided a clear framework for my observation, which allowed me to carry out the observation easily and smoothly. 
4. What were the main points of learning for you in terms of being a researcher in the classroom? 
Gathering valuable results that allows me to understand how small learning groups can improve involvement. By focusing on a specific area of learning allowed me to reflect on the data gathered within the assignment effectively. 
5. What would you do differently if you were to conduct this research again?  Why?
When carrying out the observation again I will observe participants in a calmer and more stable setting, to counter out any other distractions towards the participants. 
6. Discuss any other methods of research you could use in the classroom to improve your practice.  What are the positives and negatives?
Action research projects - in education include a teacher working with students to improve their reading skills, a group of teachers collaborating to develop and implement a new curriculum.  Action research helps the teacher to make the classroom situation adjustable for all and a better curriculum can be developed. However, the researcher is unlikely to be detached and impartial in his, or her, approach to the research. 




