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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The key legislation required for safeguarding children in Wales is the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA, 2014). There are 11 parts to the SSWBA, (2014) Part 7 is working together to safeguard people. Within the guidance the definition for a ‘child at risk’ under Section 130 is a child who is at risk of abuse, neglect and any other forms of harm or a child who has care and support needs regardless of if those needs are met by the local authority or by alternative arrangements (P7 SSWBA, 2014). Locally, regional safeguarding children boards are responsible for co-ordinating and ensuring work to protect and promote child welfare is effective and local policy, procedures and guidance for child protection are implemented (NSPCC, 2024).

In the event of a child at risk report under Section 130 of the SSWBA (2014) from a partner agency such as health, the local authority will use the information supplied and decide if there is reason to execute duties under Section 47 of the Children’s Act 1989 and investigate the report (P7 SSWBA, 2014) similarly, where the local authority has reason to suspect  a child is at risk  they will use the provision within the Children's Act (1989) to make enquires and conclude whether action is needed to safeguard the child or promote the child’s welfare (S47, CA, 1989).

Safeguarding legislation is guided by national policies and procedures, these include the Wales Safeguarding Procedures. The procedures apply to anyone working with children within statutory, private and third-sector services in Wales including social care, health, education, and the police (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2024). The procedures support practitioners in applying the SSWBA, (2014) as they are informed by the same principles of the SSWBA, (2014) and apply to both adults and children, the aim to standardise practice in Wales on a multi-agency scale. 

The procedures also support the application of the Working Together to Safeguard People statutory guidance (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2024). The Working Together to Safeguard people provides statutory guidance for Part 7 of the SSWBA, (2014) and offer guidance on safeguarding children and adults in Wales, promoting a consistent approach to safeguarding practice. Imbedded within the guidance are volumes which cover specific areas of safeguarding (NSPCC Learning, 2024). 

Childrens safeguarding is guided by two key principles, these are safeguarding and protecting is everyone's responsibility and A child centred approach. The Munro Review of Child Protection, (2011) made recommendations that systems concerning child protection are to be child centred, and for practitioners to recognise children and young people’s rights as individuals (Department for Education, 2011). This way of working is in keeping with Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) which local authorities are obligated to have due regard for when performing duties under the SSWBA, (2014) (P3 SSWBA, 2014). This is enforced by the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure, 2011 (NSPCC Learning, 2024). 

Toal word count – 489  






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

In Wales, the legislative framework that governs children's and adults safeguarding is the SSWBA, (2014) Safeguarding enquiries are actioned under Part 7. The Working Together to Safeguard People guidance and The Wales Safeguarding Procedures for children and adults at risk of abuse and neglect support practitioners to implement the law into practice. The procedures for adults and children are separate to reflect the needs of both (ann craft trust, 2024). In addition, the definitions of a child or adult at risk vary slightly and are reflected in different sections of the SSWBA, (2014). Childrens safeguarding draws upon the Children’s Act, (1989 – 2004) which applies to Wales and England. Section 47 of the Children’s Act, (1989) is used in conjunction with Part 7 of the SSWBA, (2014) to execute safeguarding duties. Whereas, adults safeguarding functions are carried out under the SSWBA, (2014) and relevant legislation an example of this is the Mental Capacity Act, (2005) and the Domestic Abuse (Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015.

In children's safeguarding, initial discussions determine if there is immediate risk. If a child is at risk of significant harm they can be removed for 72 hours under the Police Powers of Protection order. Section 47 enquiries require a strategy meeting within one working day and enquires to be complete within ten working days. If proceeding to child projection conference it should be held within fifteen working days of the initial decision (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2024). Section 20 of the Childrens Act and Section 76 of the SSWBA, (2014), (1989) place a duty on local authorities to find accommodation for children who cannot live with parents. Adults safeguarding, have 7 working days once a referral or report is received to conduct enquiries under s126 of the SSWBA, (2014). 

Children's safeguarding functions are carried out whether a child or parent disagrees. Wales Safeguarding Procedures, (2024) provide guidance on when it is appropriate to gain parent and child consent to make a safeguarding referral. In some instances, children could be deemed Gillick competent; in which case the child has a right to make their own decision on matters that arise, (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2024). Adults, have the right to self-determination meaning they can choose whether they want to proceed with safeguarding procedures. If an adult is deemed to lack capacity under the Mental Capacity Act, (2005) the least restrictive option that is in their best interests will be sought (P7, Vol. 6 SSWBA, 2014).
Total word count - 411
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