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The focus of this essay is all about concepts that ultimately shape the topics of contemporary issues within the police. The concept that has been decided to be discussed within this essay is the argument on what the Police were established to do and what they see as their main priority today. The essay will be based upon whether the UK Police are there to tackle crime or there to support vulnerable people or both which will be researched and critically evaluated within this essay. As policing has been around for a number of centuries, it is a guarantee that policing will be prominent for many years to come. It is important to discuss what the styles of policing included, and what policing can become, especially with the forever changing and evolving world as ‘crime is also changing’ (Police Foundation, 2017) with it. This essay will mainly be based around the UK’s style of Policing as well as potential changes in the future, with little to no reference of international policing styles as different areas of the world can have extremely different issues and problems. 
It is no mystery that the Police force do prioritise certain events happening from what is a minor event or can be more severe and can ultimately affect more people. The general view of what the Police do is to tackle crime and stop those from breaking the law which keeps people safe, but it is also to no surprise that the Police do what they can to support vulnerable people because it can be seen as why some Police Officers do the job in the first place. It was found that officers do in fact not only stop and prevent crimes, but they are members of the Police force to ‘provide support to victims’ (Joining the Police, n.d.). It is also no mystery that through time one of the major problems that the Police face are the lack of staff and with that comes further issues such as setting priorities. A good example would be that if there are two separate situations happening and not enough officers on patrol then the higher ranks are made to decide which situation to send their officers too, and they will base their decisions on events happening and the resources available to them. It was found that ‘with budgets tightening and significant reductions in frontline policing it is becoming more and more difficult for the Police service to provide a universal offering to the public’ (Police Foundation, n.d.). 
The debate on whether the Police are there to tackle crime or to support vulnerable people can also come down to what the role of the Police is and what the responsibilities of a Police officer includes. According to the University of Southampton ‘a Police Officer serves to maintain law and order in local areas by protecting members of the public and their property, preventing crime, reducing the fear of crime and improving the quality of life for all citizens’ (University of Southampton, n.d.). This shows that tackling crime is the first thing that is said about what a Police officer does, although reducing the fear of crime does link with supporting vulnerable people. People with vulnerabilities are more likely to fear crime for their own safety and as a result supporting the vulnerable does in fact reduce fear of crime as they have been helped by the Police. Also, according to the College of Policing the role of a Police Constable is to ‘provide reassurance and build confidence to improve the quality of life for citizens’ (College of Policing, 2017) which evidently suggests that supporting vulnerable people is just as much a priority as tackling crime. 
To discuss the facts and what comes with the topics involving supporting vulnerable people, it is important to define exactly what classes as a vulnerable person to ensure that the people the Police are supporting are the ones that need it more than most. According to the Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, they define a vulnerable person as someone who is ‘in need of special care, support, or protection because of age, disability, risk of abuse or neglect’ (OHID, 2022). This means that a person who is vulnerable is unable to take care of themselves and this further means that extra care should be taken when working with the Police. The Police need to help and support this kind of person because they are at a far greater disadvantage to those free of vulnerabilities, so given this fact the importance of supporting vulnerable people to the Police is very important and a part of the reason why someone would become a Police Officer.  
This topic also brings the discussion of differences between PCSO’s and Police officers. It is found that as they are called Police Community Support Officers, it is no mystery that their role is further based on supporting communities which can be guaranteed to house vulnerable people. According to the Metropolitan Police their ‘PCSOs are out on the streets, talking to local people, supporting officers, preventing crime, managing traffic and building the kind of relationships that residents value deeply’ (Met Police, 2023). The key aspects to take from that is the communication with local people and building relationships with them in order to ensure their safety and guarantee they are supported. The difference between those and regular Police officers is that PCSO’s are unable to do the same jobs as Police Officers as their powers are far limited reducing their ability to make arrests. They are also unable to ‘interview or deal with prisoners, can only investigate minor offences and do not carry out the more complex and high-risk tasks that police officers perform’ (Cheshire Constabulary, 2023). Though what to take away from that is that evidently the Police do work to support vulnerable people which is quite often done by PCSO’s, and it is the Police Officers that work more towards tackling crime as a goal. 
It is also very important that tackling crime and supporting vulnerable people are treated as priorities and definitive goals of the Police. This is because one thing that comes with everything the Police does is the publics’ trust and confidence in the Police forces. It was found to be important for the Police because ‘by demonstrating their trustworthiness to the public, the Police can strengthen their social connection with citizens, and thus encourage more active civic engagement in domains of security and policing’ (Jackson; Bradford, 2010). It is seen in the public eye that these are the main objectives that the Police work to accomplish which creates that need to give the public a good image that they expect to see, and they do that specifically by tackling crime and/or supporting vulnerable people. It was also found that the entire ‘policing model in the UK relies on the public’s consent and trust. This trust is not only based on the Police’s efficacy and competence in tackling different crimes and maintaining order, but also on how the public perceive that they are treated by the Police’ (Mynenko; Ditcham, 2022).
To further critically explain this topic in depth, it is important to also realise that different areas have different issues than others. Particular places may have more crime than others therefore making tackling crime more of a priority whereas different areas may have far less crime and with that comes more time to support vulnerable people. This gives this topic more depth as it is based around the Police as a whole, but to understand more about this discussion it is important to further discover the differences between each force and their area of operation. To discuss crime statistics, it is also important to note that different events have consequences to rates of crimes, a prime example would be the Covid-19 Pandemic. In England and Wales, it was found that ‘the latest figures from the CSEW for the year ending September 2022 showed that compared with the pre-coronavirus pandemic year ending March 2020, total crime decreased by 10%’ (ONS, 2023). 
The crime statistics show a recognisable difference when comparing Wales and Northern Ireland for example which comes with Wales having ‘81.97 per 1,000 people’ whereas Northern Ireland recorded ‘55.92 per 1,000 people’ (Crime Rate UK, 2023). So, this shows that the Police are needed to tackle crime more so in Wales as there evidently is more crime happening whereas in Northern Ireland there is still crime to tackle but not as much which also leaves them with more time to prioritise supporting vulnerable people if necessary. Though the Police will never stop tackling crime as it can happen anywhere and everywhere and should always be considered a priority regardless of crime statistics, it is still a duty of any Police force to do so.  
Crime has been around for centuries throughout crime which also comes with changes to laws which happened at points in time and has been on the increase and the decrease all the same. Though with this fact the modern world has never been crime-less as there are always people who break laws for many different reasons and with that comes the fact of the matter which is that ‘there will never be a crime-less society, whilst we can do our part to significantly reduce acts of crime’ (Region Security Guarding, 2022). The Police have done their part throughout time to tackle crime with the changing laws and regulations and will continue to do so for centuries to come because of the unfortunate truth being that there will always be crime and that it can only be reduced rather than stopped completely. It is evident that the Police do what they can to reduce and tackle crime and one way they have found beneficial to doing so is by preventing the causes. According to Dr Ian O’Donnell ‘the best we can hope to achieve is a fuller understanding of its causes and consequences’ (O’Donnell, 2003), although this can be seen as outdated the problems with crime still occur today and the best prevention methods are still used in the modern world going forward. 
To delve further into this topic, it is important to discuss the history behind the Police and what they were for, along with how the priorities may or may not have changed since then. It is important to discuss the Metropolitan Police in particular because they are one of the largest Police forces in the world. The Metropolitan Police were brought into place by Sir Robert Peel in 1829 and were specifically made ‘to serve and protect the people of London’ (Met Police, 2023). It is known that in 1829 policing had a much simpler way of operating as they were to simply tackle crime and protect others. At that time rules and regulations for the Police were far different as through time acts were put into place to better the ways of policing. Though a key difference from the early days of policing is that the Police do have a lot more time to support vulnerable people and as the percentage of vulnerable people within the population is rising, supporting them is seen as a priority as much as tackling crime is. It was also found by the Home Office that when it comes to supporting vulnerable people, ‘it is estimated that the police spend a significant proportion of their time dealing with such individuals’ (May, 2014).  
To conclude this essay, it is important that the key points discussed are summarised. It was important to find the information regarding the two sides of the question and give both priorities of the Police force as much research and evidence as the other. It was discovered that for the Police, tackling crime and supporting vulnerable people are both priorities that are taken very seriously for all Police forces in the UK. It was also vitally important to discuss the differences that the priorities have over each other as well as the specific roles in the Police that are better equipped to deal with such objectives. 
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