BMHP6027- Component 2- Debate/Discussion Overview
Format- Group debate or discussion with 2 students per group.
Duration- Each student contributes approximately 15 minutes of debate or discussion time (+/-10%), resulting in approximately 30 minutes of assessed discussion time per group, not including the introduction and conclusion.
Key Points
Group Size- 2 students per group.
Speaking Time- Each student will contribute approximately 15 minutes to the debate/discussion.
References- Each student should provide their own individual reference list which needs to be submitted to Moodle/Turnitin. Each student must include a minimum of 20 sources in their reference list.
Verbal Citation- Each student must verbally cite sources to support claims, where appropriate, during the debate/discussion. Not all of the sources in the reference list need to be verbally cited, but they must have informed your discussion.
Submission- The reference list must be submitted to Turnitin by each student as evidence of research and preparation.
Structure of the Debate/Discussion
Introduction- A strong opening to set the stage for the debate (outside the main discussion time). One student could do this.
Define Your Topic- Clearly outline the topic to ensure clarity for the audience and explain its relevance to the care, support and empowerment of older adults.
Signposting- Clearly mark the main points of your argument to guide the audience through your debate.
Opening Statements- Each student briefly introduces their position and overall stance on the topic.
Your Arguments- Present a range of arguments supporting your stance on the topic. These should be supported by current literature, policy, legislation, theory, service provision and examples from practice where appropriate.
Critical Discussion- Demonstrate critical thinking by discussing both strengths and limitations of the evidence and approaches being discussed.
Rebuttal- Address counterarguments in a structured manner and respond directly to the points raised by your peer.
Recommendations- Include evidence-based recommendations for improvement where appropriate.
Barriers and Solutions- Critically evaluate your recommendations by identifying potential barriers to implementation and proposing realistic solutions to overcome these barriers.
Conclusion- A comprehensive conclusion that encapsulates the discussion (outside the main discussion time).
Additional Guidelines
Teamwork- Effective collaboration is crucial. Teamwork accounts for 10% of the marking criteria.
Presentation- The debate should be presented in a professional manner. Use of notes for reference and support during the debate is allowed.
Research and References- Your arguments should be well-supported by scholarly material. Use the Harvard referencing style for all references.
Level 6 Expectations- Students should move beyond simply describing information and instead demonstrate analysis, evaluation and critical discussion throughout. You should explain not only what the evidence says, but also why it is important, how effective it is, any limitations that exist, and how improvements could be made.
Deadline- Submit Individual Reference List: to Turnitin by Friday 10th July 2026, 14:00 (2PM)
Debates/Discussions will take place during the week commencing Monday 13th July 2026 during your scheduled session.
Feedback- Provisional marks and written feedback will be provided following the assessment period.
Suggested Structure for the Debate
Topic Selection- Choose a topic that invites differing opinions and allows for balanced discussion. For example, The impact of technology on the independence of older adults.
Preparation- Each student should research the topic thoroughly, using credible sources to build their argument.
Suggested Overall Introduction- 2 to 2.5 minutes (To be delivered by Student A)
Opening Statement- Student A (approximately 2 minutes)
Opening Statement- Student B (approximately 2 minutes)
Main Argument 1- Student A (approximately 3 to 4 minutes)
Main Argument 1- Student B (approximately 3 to 4 minutes)
Main Argument 2- Student A (approximately 3 to 4 minutes)
Main Argument 2- Student B (approximately 3 to 4 minutes)
Rebuttal- Student A (approximately 2 to 3 minutes)
Rebuttal- Student B (approximately 2 to 3 minutes)
Recommendations, Barriers and Solutions- Student A (approximately 2 minutes)
Recommendations, Barriers and Solutions- Student B (approximately 2 minutes)
Closing Statement- Student A (approximately 1 to 2 minutes)
Closing Statement- Student B (approximately 1 to 2 minutes)
Suggested Overall Conclusion- 2 to 2.5 minutes (To be delivered by Student B)
Roles
Affirmative- Argues in favour of the proposition (e.g. Technology significantly enhances the independence of older adults).
Negative- Argues against the proposition (e.g. Technology can undermine the independence of older adults by fostering dependency).
Remember- A successful debate is not simply about presenting information. Students should engage with one another's arguments, challenge evidence respectfully, compare different viewpoints, evaluate strengths and weaknesses, and support all major points with relevant literature, policy, theory and examples from practice.

