Key Stage 2 Science Vocabulary and Terminology Definitions

Key vocabulary to be used throughout Levels Two – Five:
· Evidence - anything that can be used to prove something.
· Information - knowledge you gain from studying, investigating, or experiencing something.
· Idea - when you suddenly know what to do
· Finding -  a discovery, especially by scholars or scientists. Finding is the act of researching or analysing something.
· Record - something which is written down.
· Enquiry - to ask questions to gain information.
· Observation - to look at something, noticing facts or taking measurements.
· Sort - to categorise things by some sort of characteristic.
· Group - to arrange by order of classes or categories.
· Compare - to look at two or more things and see how they are similar / different.
· Describe - to report details about something either out loud or in writing.
· Construct - to create by organising and linking ideas, arguments and concepts.

Key vocabulary to be used throughout Levels Three – Five:
· Plan - a series of steps to be carried out or goals to be achieved.
· Method - a way of doing something, especially a systematic way.
· Success Criteria - Describes what success looks like when the learning goal / objective has been achieved.  Must be specific, concrete and measurable.
· Familiar - when something is commonplace or well known.
· Organise - arrange by systematic planning and united effort.
· Opinion - a personal belief or judgement.
· Change - become different in a particular way.
· Identify - to recognise as being.
· Prediction - is what someone thinks will happen.
· Outcome - the result of something, or the consequence of it.
· Pattern - something that repeats in a predictable way.
· Trend - a statistical pattern or movement.
· Fact - a piece of information about events that have occurred.
· Belief -  is an idea one accepts as being true or real.
· Equipment - whatever resources are needed to complete a task.
· Everyday Experience - commonplace or ordinary events which put into content the observation or participation.
· Instruction - an activity that imparts a knowledge or skill.
· Explanation - a statement about how or why something is the way that it is.
· Pros - a reason to do something.
· Cons - a reason against doing something.

Key vocabulary to be used throughout Levels Four – Five:
· Scientific - evidence that is a result of study and experimentation, not opinions and guesses.
· Fair Test -  an experiment that is carefully controlled to ensure that the information gathered is reliable.
· Variable - something that can be changed.
· Conclusion - to sum up observations and findings.
· Decision - a position, opinion or judgement reached after consideration.
· Bias - a preference for one thing over another, especially an unfair one.
· Amendment - a change made to an original idea or format.
· Range - a variety of things in an area in which something operates.
· Similar - having something with the same or nearly the same characteristics.
· Explain - to define, show how it works or just tell what it is.

Key vocabulary to be used throughout Level Five:
· Independent Variable - a variable whose values are independent of changes in the values of other variables (what is changed?)
· Dependent Variable - the value that changes depending on the changes that you make in the independent variable.
· Continuous Variable - a variable that is measured with continuous data, eg weight, length, time, temperature.
· Justify - to give reasons for one’s actions, beliefs or thoughts.
· Accurate - done with few mistakes, giving consideration to its precision.
· Progress - the act of moving forward towards a goal in the direction of improvement.
· Relationship - to form or make a connection between two or more groups.
· Reliability - to be dependable and consistent with behaviour.
· Model - to create a representation of something.
· Consistent - to be the same throughout.
· View - a way of regarding situations or topics.
· Evaluate - make a judgement which is most likely based on results from some degree of analysis.
· Strategy - a systematic plan of action.
· Appropriate - suitable for a particular situation.
· Dissimilar – not alike.
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