




‘Supporting pupil progress: a detailed analysis of one child’s holistic development, with justification for the next steps in learning.’
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   Introduction (approx. 350 words). 

The purpose of this assignment is to understand targets that are needed to improve a child’s learning and allow them to be supported in their progress.  The assignment will focus on one child from a reception class in a primary school within Bridgend, South Wales.  Within the school there are currently 437 pupils, with 8% receiving free school meals, which is 21% lower than the national average.  Current figures from the school show that 5% of children have English as an additional language and 10% of children are placed on school action.  This assignment will take place within a Reception class that has 22 children, one teacher and one learning support officer.  Currently within the school 92.6% of children achieve the expected outcome in the Foundation Phase areas of learning. 
The learner who will be discussed within this assignment is 5 years old and 1 month.  She is currently in the middle attaining group, but her knowledge is secured within this.  Within numeracy, literacy and personal and social education the child is currently achieving outcome 3 of the foundation phase outcomes.  She has a strong reading ability and is currently progressing through the schools reading scheme adequately.  The child is currently receiving free school meals with an attendance of 93%.  
The writer noted that Child A is regularly late for school and therefore missing essential writing tasks daily.  It was also observed that the child’s reading record is rarely filled in at home, and through discussions with the child it was found that the she does not read at home with family and prefers to play with her toys.  
Within the reception class that the child is in she is expected to take part in two adult focused numeracy lessons, one topic and five Read Write Inc sessions a week.  However, it has been identified by the writer that the class spend most of the time learning indoors, even though the school have lots of outdoor provision available.  

Data collection (approx. 800 words)

The main data collection method for this assignment was the Mosaic approach (Clark and Moss, 2011).  This approach was developed during a research project that looked at the voice of the child (Clark and Moss, 2011, pg. 11).  The Mosaic approach gathers a variety of observations, interviews and evidence of work as a form of qualitative data collection, to be used to obtain an understanding of how children learn in educational settings (Clark and Moss, 2011, pg. 19).  By using a wide range of qualitative data collection methods, it allowed the researcher to ensure that the recommendations for the child were not biased and could be considered reliable.  Katz (Clark, 2011) states that it is important to listen to a child’s perspective in order to establish what it is like from their eyes, as an adults understanding is not always what a child will think and do. The mosaic approach was also considered by the researcher as a useful tool, as children express themselves in a variety of ways and it is important to capture this diversity.  There are however limitations to the use of the Mosaic approach in research projects.  Clark (2011) believes that children will not always be willing to show their feeling and understandings to professionals making many children unsuitable candidates for the Mosaic Approach.  For this reason, it is vital that adults build a mutual respect relationship with children if they are going to be secure in disclosing their feeling and thoughts.  Finally, Clark (2011) acknowledges that researchers should never ‘underestimate the time-consuming process of data interpretation and complexity using such a multi media approach’(Cowie, 2013, pg. 56).  Therefore, it was essential that the researcher allocated enough time to complete the data collection process. 

To collect data a qualitative approach was used.  This was important as it allowed the researcher to listen to the pupils’ voice, to understand their views on their own education.  Methods of data collection included observations (), photographs (), Interviews with the child (), samples of work () and reading records ().  Once the data had been collected the researcher was then able to piece together the child’s development so that their language, numerical and personal and social development skills could be analysed to help understand how best to support Child A in achieving her next steps in learning. 

Within the research for this assignment it was important to consider any ethical issues that may have arisen.  It was firstly important to make sure that written consent was gained from the class teacher, which can be found in appendix … This was important as BERA (2011) indicates the important when conducting research with children that ‘researchers must also seek the collaboration and approval of those who act in guardianship’ (BERA, 2011, pg.7).  Before completing the research, it was also important that the child was informed that the researcher would be collecting pieces of their work and taking photographs to understand how they learn and how to develop their learning.  The child was also told that at any time they did not want their work to be collected then they had the right to withdraw.  BERA states that this is vital as the ‘researcher must recognise the right of any participant to withdraw from the research for any or no reason, and at any time, and they must inform them of this right’ (BERA, 2011, pg. 6).  Finally, as can be evidenced in the appendix anonymity was an important consideration within this assignment and therefore the child will be referred to as Child A.  This was considered important to the researcher as BERA considers ‘the confidentiality and anonymous treatment of participants’ data is considered the norm for the conduct of research’ (BERA, 2001, pg.7).  




	
Analysis of learner (approx. 1500 words) 

In order to analyse Child A’s learning the researcher has decided to use Nottingham’s ASK model (2013).  The ASK model has an emphasis on the attitudes, skills and knowledge of the learner.   The model aims to look at a childs attitudes to learning, their curiosity, desire to succeed and open mindedness.  The model then aims to collate this data to analyse if the child has the ability to implement actions to improve understanding and achieve goals that have been set.    

At the beginning of the research the writer asked Child A to take her on a learning walk around the school.  During this walk the child identified several areas within the school that she liked.  The first place the child took the researcher was to the school garden where the chickens are kept.  The child explained that she never gets taken there only in after school club.  When asked why the child liked this area she explained that she likes playing and talking with the animals.  The next area that the child took the researcher was the school canteen.  Child A explained that she likes this area as it is where she gets to sit by her friends, as she doesn’t in the classroom.  This immediately identified that the child may be finding it difficult in the classroom as she is not working with her friends.  This was therefore a key question to be asked in the interview which shall be discussed later.  The next area that Child A took the researcher was the role play area in the foundation phase garden.  The child explained that she like to dress up as a dinosaur and chase her friends.  Unfortunately, the school has very few role play areas available despite recommendations from Estyn (2016), who maintain that it is vital for schools to have this provision available as they ‘allow learning to become richer, allow children to use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds’ (Estyn, 2018, WWW).   The final place that the learner took the researcher was the mud kitchen in the nursery garden.  Child A talked about how she enjoyed playing in here when she was in nursery and used to get very messy.  During no point of the learning walk did the learner take the researcher to her own classroom.  This could therefore imply that it is not an area that she likes spending.  From the learning walk it could be considered that child A’s learning style could be linked with the theory  However, there are limitations to the method of using a learning walk.  As it was a sunny day it may have been that the child wanted to take the researcher outside to her favourite places, which are not necessarily the places she prefers to learn.  Therefore, it would be important to question the child about where she prefers working rather than spending time.  

By looking at Child A’s work it can be identified that she performs better when taking part in practical activities.  For example, when the child was taken outside to complete a maths activity where children were asked to throw bean bags in two buckets and then add the number of these buckets together (appendix), Child A met the learning objective as well as the outcomes that had been set out with ease.  However, when Child A was asked to complete an addition activity indoors using her workbook and addition sums she struggled to meet the learning objective (appendix). Even though this may suggest that the child is a kinthetich learner who performs better when taken outside there are other factors to consider.  For example, was the chid more tired during the second activity, was the classroom too noisy? Were the activities at different times of the day?

Within the ‘Getting to know you Profile’ (Appendix) that the child was asked to complete, Child A identified that her favourite place is the play area.  This was also mentioned when participating in the learning walk, as previously discussed.  Additionally, the profile asked what the learner liked to do to which she wrote pretend.  This was also once again confirmed during the learning walk when the child took the researcher to the role play area.  Both of these statements confirm that the childs learning style is best fit to Vygotsky’s (1978) theory of social constructivism, who believes that ‘ideas language and concepts derived from interaction with others structure, challenge, enhance or constrain thinking’ (Pollard, 2008, pg.178).  Bruner (1990) develops this further by stating that young child learn when they are interacting with their familes from a young age to develop cognitive skills, knowledge and understanding (Pollard, 2008, pg.178).  It is therefore essential that children are given plenty of opportunities to engage with others to aid development.   
 

During an interview with Child A it was identified that she has strong communication skills and is able to clearly identify her likes and dislikes.  This is a specified skill within the foundation phase framework for reception aged children (WAG, 2015, pg. 14).  Child A also disclosed that she enjoys playing with her friends outside but also likes it when the teacher reads the class stories.  Child A also discussed that in school she does not like it when she has to sit and do handwriting as she finds it difficult.   
However, it is important to remember that while taking interviews it is not guaranteed that the interview did not have an impact on the childs answers or behaviour and for this reason this information can not wholly be relied on.  Especially as the child will want to give the ‘right’ answer to the teacher to avoid unease (Cowie, 2013, pg.55). 

Observations – As can be seen in appendix () from the observations of Child A she often has difficulty concentrating on tasks for a sustained period of time.  As mentioned within observation 1 Child A found it extremely difficult to sit on the carpet to listen to a story, without distracting the children around her.  Also, within observation 2 it can be evidenced that the child was unable to concentrate on the task she was asked to complete without kept interrupting the class teacher with inappropriate questions.  From further time with Child A it has become evident that she only works well with hands on tasks, and it could be suggested that the tasks that were given to the child for the observations were not engaging enough for the childs needs.
  All the observations seemed to evidence that Child A finds it difficult to behave appropriately although she is more than capable of doing so when needed or given rewards.  

From the observation (Appendix 11th May), during a continuous provision lesson Child A enjoyed working in the creative area of the classroom.  When another child came over and asked her for help she was keen to do this and supported the child to draw a picture of his family.  During the interview with Child A the writer asked the child if she likes to help other children to which she replied that she did, but also liked it when other children worked with her to complete their work together.  This suggests that the learning method best suited to Child A would be Vygotskys (1978) theory of Social Constructivism.  This theory……….
Observation on ipads? Able to use phonics to spell out letter where as when trying to write a sentence about the key was unable to sound out words independently.  
Throughout all of the observations it was noted by the researcher that Child A suffers behavioural issues.  On several occasions the child would need to be repeatedly told not to do something before she would listen, despite the danger she was putting herself in.  It also became evident that the child could become very disruptive on the carpet, if her behaviour was not monitored closely.  
Using the Nottingham Ask Model (Nottingham, 2013) it enabled the researcher to identify that Child A has all of the skills that are needed in order to be motivated to learn.  


Skills
Intellectual – Works to a high standard in current group
Social – Enjoys working with others in friendship groups
Communicative – lacks listening skills
Physical – Through observation it was identified that Child A learns better when taking part in practical activities





Knowledge
The data collected shows that Child A is achieving the expected outcomes for her age that have been set by the Welsh Government.  She is evidently able to apply this knowledge to her activities especially when applying her knowledge of coins in the role play shop. 
Attitudes
Curiosity – Child A shows  she is curious when being creative and eager to understand different materials.  
Desire to succeed – Child A demonstrated that she is eager to complete work accurately when she consistently checked spelling. 
Open Mindedness – Child A is able to take on problem solving activities with good motivation.










When listening to Child A read on a regular basis the researcher found that although she was generally a good reader there were occasions that Child A lost her place, omitted a word, or substituted a word for another.  These are all common reading problems and the researcher as well as the class teacher believe that with further practice at home will be rectified easily with confidence.  


Present your data appropriately.


Analyse what this tells you about the learner.
Evaluate the data in terms of strengths and limitations.
Synthesise this into a coherent picture of the child’s current achievement and attitude towards their own learning.

Next steps (approx. 1500 words)


This project will now look at next steps that may be implemented by the class teacher so that Child A’s learning can be developed.  As child A is currently achieving level three of the Foundation Phase outcomes she now needs to progress into the next outcome in literacy, numeracy and personal and social development. 


In order to support Child A the writer would now like to progress by supporting her to have elements of level four of the foundation phase outcomes in her work.  For Childs A numeracy skills this would mean that she would be able to count add and subtract numbers up to ten, count on and back in steps of different sizes, measure and order objects using direct comparison as well as being aware of the value of different coins.  

So that Child A can achieve outcome 4 in literacy she will need to begin to be able to recognise familiar words in simple texts and demonstrate an understanding of how sentences work (WAG, 2011, pg, 31).  So that these skills can be achieved the writer has decided to introduce a few strategies to ensure that Child A is able to achieve her potential. To continue Child A’s reading skills it is important to continue her home reading books.  Although it is important the she is encouraged to ask her family to listen to her read daily.  It would be a benefit if the class teacher could invite parents into school to explain the reading scheme as well as the importance of listening to their child read.  This may then increase parents confidence in supporting their child.  However, if Child A’s parents are still unwilling then it is important to listen to her read as much as possible within the school week to develop essential skills.  As Child A also likes the animals within the school it would also benefit her if a scheme like ‘Reading with dogs’ could be introduced to develop her skills.  Talk about benefits and disadvantages of reading with dogs   
Child A’s writing is an area that has been identified which needs to develop significantly.  As the child is struggling with sounding out words to spell them, different mark making activities could be introduced outdoors to develop this skill.  For example, the child could practice writing words on the ground using chalk or writing words in the sand pit.  This does not only develop the confidence to develop writing skills but can also increase creative expression, and the ability to express feelings, thoughts and ideas (Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2008,pg.33).   However, as this is weather depending it is important that indoor provision is also introduced to support children.  This could include the use of whiteboards or trays with shaving foam.  

Throughout the oracy aspect of the curriculum the writer feels that it would benefit the child if she could work with her close peers to develop her oracy skills.  Although the learner has identified her likes and dislikes it is now important that she begins to express her opinion as well as reasons for this.  It was discovered through observations that the child finds it difficult to listen to other children.  This is an important skill that Child A must develop and therefore the researcher would like to introduce circle time within the classroom regularly, so that the child can understand the importance of taking turns and listening to other children.  This is especially important as Jalongo (2007) states that ‘listening is the least taught skill in school but is the most prevalent in life’ (Grigg, 2015).  Despite this, Piaget suggests that during the age of two and seven years children are within the ‘preoperational stage’ which means that they are unable to fully understand another persons point of view (Woolfolk, 2008, pg.40).  Therefore, many may argue that this is a skill that will develop with age.  

One of the strategies that the writer feels would benefit Child A’s wellbeing and attainment would be to introduce a family engagement programme within the class.  As the child is still in Reception she is still young enough to have an impact on her education.  Dr Russell Grigg states that one of the challenges when trying to improve literacy and numeracy standards within low income families is being able to secure parental engagement (Reference).  From research in schools the writer has found that many schools in South Wales use Language and Play, which would benefit Child A as her literacy outcome is below average.  Not only would this give the childs parents to have the opportunity to develop her skills but it would also help to improve confidence and security.  Disadvantage of working with parents in school

At present childrens thoughts and feelings are rarely talked about within the classroom.  Therefore, the writer would like to introduce a feeling display where children check in at the start, middle and end of the day whether they are sad, tired, happy etc.  This would then encourage children to understand their feelings as well as others and would allow the class teacher to monitor patterns of behaviour.  It is especially important that childrens emotions are considered within the education setting as they can have a significant effect on a child’s ability to learn (Hoyle, 2018).  According to Alan Mclean (2003) if a child does not have a sense of affiliation, autonomy and agency then they will not be motivated to learn.   So that Child A can begin to work towards outcome level four of the personal and social development criteria she needs to begin to …….  There are however effects of using wellbeing displays in the classroom.  Some believe that many children may display an inaccurate emotion due to a lack of understanding or they may feel too embarrassed to state how they feel in front of the class.  Therefore, this would need to be monitored closely to ensure children are using the display as intended.  

As during the learning walk it was discovered that Child A is fond of the role play areas, this could be an area that is implemented into planning to develop childrens ability to imagine, share and take turns.  Child A struggles to play with children socially however if given opportunities the writer believes these skills would be developed. Freud, Piaget and Bruner all state the important of fantasy play in the classroom for development (Pound, 2009).  However, Vygotsky insists that play needs to be scaffolded by an adult if children are to develop required skills.  Therefore, it will be necessary to demonstrate role play areas to children before taking part in such activities.  Disadvantages to role play

Regarding Child A’s behaviour in the classroom the researcher believes that the more positive reinforcement that is introduced the better her behaviour will become.   Positive reinforcement has been suggested in both behavioural and cognitive theories however both differ in the reasons behind their views.  Cognitive theorist believe that children need to be given reinforcement as a means of feedback that shows consequences of what will happen should the behaviour be repeated.  They also believe that children choose behaviour decisions and it is therefore necessary to construct this knowledge.  Where as the behaviourist theorist believe that positive reinforcement should be a way of learning new behaviours.  As the researcher has observed Child A thoroughly, she believes that the learner is cognitively choosing her behaviour and as a result she should not only be given rewards regularly when deserved but should also begin to understand that there will be negative consequences to bad behaviour.  There are however, disadvantages to using positive reinforcement within the classroom.  From the writers experience within schools it has been recognised that too much positive reinforcement can lead to over use of praise, which can limit its effects.  

Outdoor learning

[bookmark: _GoBack]

What would you do next with this child to help their learning progress.
Justify pedagogical approaches, resources and activities. 



Conclusions (approx 350 words)
Reflect upon the information that this assignment has given you in terms of knowledge of assessment for learning – and how this will impact on you as a teacher.

Throughout the completion of this research project into Child’s A learning and attainment it has allowed the reader to look fully into what is required to obtain different Foundation Phase outcomes.  For example……

By gathering an understanding of different needs children have it has allowed the reader to understand different strategies that can be used to help children reach their full potential.  Child A had very little parental engagement within her education and therefore the writer was able to identify different steps that could be used to minimise the effect this may have on her learning for example…….. 

The researcher would like to follow Child A’s learning throughout the school to identify if the steps suggested are carried out and what outcome they have on her progress.  

If this research project was to be undertaken again the writer believes that it may benefit the data collection if videos of the child learning and playing were to be take.  This would enable the research to collect information without influencing the child’s behaviour.  Cowie (2013) believes that during filming children can act naturally allowing the researcher to collect accurate data (Cowie, 2013, pg. 55)



The researcher strongly believes that it is important to analyse all childrens patterns of learning and behaviour to develop next steps of learning.  Professor Donaldson also recognises that all professionals should give children the opportunity to become ‘ambitious capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives’ (Donaldson, 2015).  Therefore, the researcher of this project will continue to develop this skill in their own classroom.  
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