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Definition

Factory farming is «a system of farming in which a lot of animals are
kept in a small closed area and fed special types of food in order to
produce a large amount of animal products (meat, eggs, or milk) as
quickly and cheaply as possible.»*

* Definition taken and slighlty adapted from the online Cambridge Dictionary.
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Favourable arguments

Possible premises for different arguments

* Animals do not suffer or feel pain.
* Animal suffering does not matter.
* Animal suffering is less important than human satisfaction.

e Factory farming is not inherently cruel.

* Factory farming protects some species from extinction.
e Factory farming provides employment.

e Factory farming produces affordable food.

* Factory-farmed food is cheaper than its alternatives.



Possible alternatives

What should a responsible moral agent do?

Practice

Humane animal farming 2
Lab-grown meat v
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Vegetarianism or veganism



Some questions

* Are there good arguments to justify the adoption of factory farming?

 Which is arguably the optimal solution to the ethical issues raised by
factory farming?

* How can those solutions be evaluated from different ethical theories?
e anthropocentrism, sentientism, biocentrism, ecocentrism...

* How can those solutions be evaluated from different normative stances?
e consequentialism (e.g. utilitarianism...)
* non-consequentialism (e.g. deontologism, rights theory, virtue ethics, care ethics...)
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Thank you for your attention!
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