Character Dossier

For this assignment I shall be assigning the role of an influential political official of the city of Miletus in 225BC. At this current time my allegiances lie to the Seleucid dynasty since Seleucus II intervened to remove the tyrant Timarchos, who ascended to power while Miletus was under the subjugation of the Ptolemaic dynasty.[footnoteRef:1] Seleucus II was greatly respected for not imposing his rule upon us after liberation and instead implementing the democratic government that currently exists, not only here but across the majority of Seleucid Asia Minor.[footnoteRef:2]  These democratic cities closely resembled (superficially at least) those on mainland Greece and had a number of ‘traditional’ Greek institutions.[footnoteRef:3] However, numerous cities with this kind of democratic system; involving councils, elected magistrates and fixed term officials; had very open decision making processes and in some cases those decisions where literally carved in stone for the populous to see. There is no evidence of this occurring in Miletus. Furthermore, scholars have suggested that the ruling democracies where merely a façade and suggest that, in actual fact, Seleucid royalty truly made decisions for the city. Perhaps the evidence of, or rather lack thereof, to truly support either ruling body suggest something different; that Miletus was significantly more independent than other cities within Seleucid Asia Minor. With a democracy instituted by a Seleucid ruler it is probable that it was established with particular care to ensure favour towards the Seleucids. This would imply I can make decisions with relative impunity, but to ensure my power I would have to maintain relations to the Seleucids, not only to protect myself from possible replacement by the Seleucids, but also from the populous who are undoubtedly Seleucid favouring.         [1:  Errington 2008: 114, Wells 1934: 107]  [2:  Errington 2008: 114, Violatti 2014]  [3:  Errington 2008: 114, Violatti 2014] 

It is, in fact, probable that my position was obtained by no small part thanks my Greek heritage (considering that a vast number of ruling elites where children of (or directly) elite Greek migrants, often with distant relations to their higher-ups.[footnoteRef:4]     [4:  Violatti 2014] 

I am a member of the Asia Minor court and have a relatively high standing, being perhaps the second most important city in the region behind Sardis, the ‘provincial capital’ (controlled by the satrap of Asia Minor), undoubtedly on par or above Ephesus. With a highly strategic positioning, large population, economy, I hold a lot of weight in the court as my allegiance will effect dominance in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea, especially with Ptolemaic dominion, Cyprus, in close proximity.[footnoteRef:5] Miletus’ history as a ‘swing-state’ may work for or against me; as a city not to be relied upon and therefore no to invest into too heavily; or as a potential new ally to the Ptolemys. [5:  Errington 2008:73] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To accurately create a character in this period and region is difficult as there are next to no records of specific people in detail in these areas, probably due to being seen as insignificant compared to the royal families of the Seleucids and Ptolemys. 
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