Journal
The character I chose was the head of the merchants in Alexandria. According to Strabo, Alexandria was the most accessible place in Egypt, because the harbour could be used or goods could come from land or by the river.[footnoteRef:1] My character would be in charge of the daily running of the harbour and the maintenance of the lighthouse. My character would also have to set up and maintain trade deals with other satraps. He is of Greek nationality so he could climb the career ladder and have more prominent positions. The name of my character is Callimicus. [1:  Strabo. 17.1.13] 

In this journal, I selected events that my character had been involved in to write about and did so in chronological order. My character gained more important roles as time went on and became a prominent figure in Alexandria.
The trade deal with Cilicia
[bookmark: _GoBack]My character Callimicus set up trade deals with many nations, one of which was Cilicia. In the role play, King Ptolemy IV was setting up his campaign to invade Antioch. In order to do this, he required ships to be built in order to get the soldiers from Cyprus to Antioch.[footnoteRef:2] Timber was often imported into Alexandria.[footnoteRef:3] Cilicia was rich in wood at the time and would be a useful nation to trade with due to its location which was close to the Mediterranean Sea. Cilicia was being loyal to the Ptolemies. The wood from Cilicia would be transported back to Alexandria and built into ships in one of the Alexandrian shipyards. In return for the wood, Cilicia would gain grain and wheat for food from the Royal granaries in Alexandria.[footnoteRef:4] Alexandria grew vast amounts of wheat and barley.[footnoteRef:5] In the role play, the food would be used to feed the five thousand men currently stationed at Cyprus. In the sessions this deal was not a long-standing trade agreement, it was a short one-time agreement. Although, there was a general trade agreement with Cilicia. The trade agreement unexpectedly came to an end when Cilicia and then Cyprus was taken from the Ptolemies by the Seleucids.  [2:  Hoff. Townsend. 2013: 16]  [3:  Aldred. 1961: 60]  [4:  Fraser. 1972: 147]  [5:  Aldred. 1961: 57] 

I have not found direct evidence that links the trade of Cilicia with Alexandria. However, Cyprus was geographically close to Cilicia so it is possible that they could have had good trade links. Cyprus was once under the Ptolemaic rule until taken by the Romans. Polybius writes that one of the Generals ‘made up a large sum and sent it to Alexandria so that both king Ptolemy himself and his courtiers expressed their approval’.[footnoteRef:6] It could be suggested that there was trade between Cyprus and Alexandria in place at the time and because of this trade from Cilicia could travel through Cyprus.[footnoteRef:7] The author of this source is Polybius with his work Histories that features events from 220 to 146BC and the audience was the Greek and possibly Roman elite.[footnoteRef:8] The purpose of the books is to show the Macedonian royalty and power, which ‘impressed' Polybius, through to Rome's rise to power, this might explain why Polybius chose to talk about the island of Cyprus because eventually, Rome captures Cyprus from the Ptolemies.[footnoteRef:9] Polybius was a reliable source and tried to omit stories and speeches he considered to be false.[footnoteRef:10] [6:  Polybius. XXVII. 13: Austin. 2007: 497]  [7:  Milne. 1916: 6]  [8:  Dryer. 2018. ]  [9:  Dryer. 2018; Derow. 2018. ]  [10:  Dryer. 2018. ] 

Riot with Ptolemy IV
Egypt was noted for having many riots when the population became dissatisfied. Although my character’s job was head of trade, he is a prominent member of the community and often ended up at the head of the mob and in charge of negotiating the end of the riot. During the riot, my character would close off the ports in order to affect the income of the king and to have citizens put pressure on him this affected travel and trade to Egypt. Travel was affected by the riots that took place in Alexandria. [footnoteRef:11] This shows that my character was an influential man in power at the time and was helpful in starting riots. One of the riots that started was because of the neglect of King Ptolemy IV. In the role play, King Ptolemy IV was away on a lengthy campaign at the time which was costly. Due to this, there was a cancellation of festivals and a rise in taxes as well as his lack of presence in Alexandria for extended periods of time. During the revolt, forty percent of the city burnt down, including many government buildings.  The revolt was more successful than expected as King Ptolemy IV returned immediately from the campaign and there were negotiations. The revolt also resulted in more of the city burning down than expected.   [11:  Milne. 1916: 5] 

Historically, revolts were often dealt with in violent ways such as a revolt in Egypt took place because the elders of that village were uncertain about Ptolemaic influence in their village. Ptolemy responded by brutally torturing and killing those involved.[footnoteRef:12] There were revolts in the second century due to the raising of taxes and the depressed economy.[footnoteRef:13] One of the main revolts that took place in Alexandria was the Jewish revolt between 115 to 117AD, at this time there was a large Jewish Population in Alexandria.[footnoteRef:14] There had been many anti-semitic attacks in Alexandria, where synagogues were destroyed and Jewish shops were looted as the Jewish were not considered to be full citizens and did not have as many privileges as the Roman citizens.[footnoteRef:15] This sparked revolts from Jews in Cyrenaica that continued into Alexandria and Cyprus and required a large military presence to stop.[footnoteRef:16] Fuks writes that in the revolt roads and newly restored temples were destroyed as well as houses and other objects.[footnoteRef:17] Many of the Jews were killed in the restoration of the peace, and many were killed to eradicate Jews from this location as there was a strong wave of anti-Semitism at the time. [footnoteRef:18] Flavius Josephus writes that ‘the Jews…revolted from the Egyptians, and what country they travelled over, and what countries they seized upon afterwards, and how they were removed out of them’.[footnoteRef:19] The hatred of Jews had been a long-standing ancient opinion that had moved and followed into modern day.   [12:  Polybius. XXII. 17; Austin. 2007: 493]  [13:  Milne. 1916: 3; ]  [14:  Jansen-Winkeln. 2018.]  [15:  Jansen-Winkeln. 2018.]  [16:  Rajak. 2018. ]  [17:  Fuks. 1961: 98]  [18:  Dio 68.32]  [19:  J. BJ 1.17] 

Tax reduction negotiation 
In the role play, there were negotiations because of the revolt and Ptolemy IV wanted a peaceful quick solution to the problem. My character became a pivotal figure in these negotiations. One of the main features of the negotiation that my character campaigned heavily for was a reduction in the trade tax of items entering Alexandria, particularly those that came from Egypt. The trade tax rate was around twenty-five percent at the time. After extensive negotiations that lasted months, there was a tax break of around two percent and the tax rate became 23 percent. As part of the negotiations, there was also a new temple to be built, in order to satisfy the head priestess of Alexandria as well as the permission to carry out festivals that had previously been cancelled. There was also going to be new government buildings constructed due to the previous ones being burnt down in the riot. The tax reduction negotiations were more successful than I had anticipated. I was surprised to be granted all of the things that the city of Alexandria wanted and was expecting to have to make compromises due to such an expensive campaign happening at the same time.

In the ancient time, the Ptolemies had control over the tax rates.[footnoteRef:20] The Ptolemies are said to have high trade tax rates, because of the double customs collected on goods.[footnoteRef:21] However, the figure of this tax rate is from the Roman period but is the most likely and realistic figure as well as being the closest piece of evidence to the time. The information comes from the Muziris papyrus.[footnoteRef:22] The Muziris papyrus is a piece of text detailing the cargo from Alexandria to Muziris in the second century AD and shows how the Roman empire traded with India. It shows the details of a Maritime loan for the cargo.[footnoteRef:23] The products on board the ship are believed to have been worth around seven million sesterces.[footnoteRef:24] There is no direct evidence from the period that there was a reduction in tax, however, there is evidence that the tax increased and made the citizens of Alexandria unhappy.[footnoteRef:25] [20:  Manning. 2003: 129; Reden. 2007: 84]  [21:  Strabo. 17.1.13]  [22:  SB XVIII 13167; Rathbone. 2001. ]  [23:  Rathbone. 2001: 39]  [24:  Schörle. 2015: 49]  [25:  Milne. 1916: 3] 

Trade for exotic animals
One of the main features of Alexandria was an exotic zoo that had been built by Ptolemy II.[footnoteRef:26] One of the roles of my character was to make negotiations with other nations in order to secure more exotic animals. In order to achieve this, my character had to send envoys to other nations such as Cole Syria, Antioch and Cilicia. These nations were the closest but my character was unsuccessful in finding exotic animals there. My character managed to have access to exotic Indian animals such as tigers through creating an alliance with another nation along the middle trade route to ensure that none of the cargo went missing or was attacked.[footnoteRef:27] Whilst researching I discovered that there were many of the elephants used in elephant hunting at the zoo, as well as a rare white crocodile and pythons from Ethiopia.[footnoteRef:28] In the role play, It was difficult to trade for exotic animals, as people from other nations were unsure what animals they had or could obtain. [26:  Hubbell. 1935: 69]  [27:  Milne. 1916: 8]  [28:  Hubbell. 1935: 69; Strabo. 17.1.13; Kisling. 2000: 73/74] 

This is very historically accurate as there would be the trade with India for exotic animals as part of the trade agreement. India was known for it's Tigers as Pausanias says ‘The beast described by Ctesias in his Indian history, which he says is called martichoras by the Indians and man-eater by the Greeks, I am inclined to think is the tiger’.[footnoteRef:29] Diodorus Siculus also says for the Zoo Ptolemy was ‘expending on this hobby great sums of money, not only collected great herds of war-elephants but also brought to the knowledge of the Greeks other kinds of animals which had never before been seen and were objects of amazement'.[footnoteRef:30] There would also have to be alliances made with other satraps to ensure that the cargo did not get stolen or attacked. Ships would also have guards for ships and Grafton believes that there was a type of ‘police boat’ that would guard the ship.[footnoteRef:31] Alexandrian ships would often go to India and Ethiopia for trade.[footnoteRef:32]  [29:  Paus. 9.21.4]  [30:  Diod. Sic. 3.36.3]  [31:  Milne. 1916: 8]  [32:  Strabo. 17.1.13] 

The Riot of Neglected Alexandrians
In the role play, the head of Alexandria seemed to be more on the side of the Seleucid than the Ptolemies as he supported the Seleucids when the rest of those in Alexandria did not want to. He took much of the army to help fight with the Seleucids and did not want to help with the grievances of those in Alexandria. Due to the neglect of the head of Alexandria, there was a revolt in the role play. The head of Alexandria did not return to Alexandria to negotiate the end of the revolt, so the revolt continued on for many months. The revolt ended when the head of Alexandria switched to the side of the Seleucids. The rioters burnt down five percent of the unimportant parts of the city. The head of Alexandria took eight percent of the army and fifteen percent of the navy with him when he joined the Seleucids as a general. 
It was surprising that the head of Alexandria did not return to the city as prior to him switching sides he had plans to eliminate the head of Memphis in order to seize power for himself. The revolt lasted a very long time and it did not go the way my satrap had hoped. We wanted the head of Alexandria to return from being with the Seleucids and to be more loyal to Alexandria, but this did not happen.  
Political merger 
In the role play the head of Alexandria switched sides to the Seleucids, he abandoned his wife the Queen of the Ptolemaic empire. She was also widowed by King Ptolemy IV. The current ruler was a young child of Ptolemy IV and the Queen of Ptolemaic Empire. The child was too young to rule, so there was a controversy over who should be the regent for the child. The high priest and ruler of Memphis wanted to marry the Queen of the Ptolemaic empire and act as co-regent for the king. This resulted in a tense and difficult merging of Egypt. The head of Memphis would make decisions and act on the king’s best interest. My character was influential in negotiating the merger of these two leaders. The conditions of the merger were that there was a unified Egypt that allowed Alexandria to retain their army. The current Queen of Egypt and the future king must stay in Alexandria. The portion of land that was given away by the previous head of Alexandria was given back along with a tax break. There was also going to be an allowance of around five hundred silver talents per year for general maintenance of Alexandria such as maintaining the lighthouse and harbours.
However, in the role play, the political merger did not go as smoothly as it should have done. The head of the mob wanted to become the new head of Alexandria and interfered in the negotiations, because of this we did not look serious in the negotiations. The head of the mob was an unsuitable person to become head of Alexandria as they would have had a conflict of interest. Instead, the role should have been given to the head priestess of Alexandria.
It was common for rulers and prominent families to seal their agreements through a marriage alliance. The man might not have the seen the woman and usually, this would be organised by the parents of the bride and Groom.[footnoteRef:33] In the case of the role play, the marriage was organised by government officials of Alexandria and the Groom. [33:  Fantham. 1975: 52] 

Conclusion 
Some events that have happened, perfectly match history but others do not. The revolts and riots are very historically accurate, as there were many revolts in Egypt. However, the tax reduction is less historically accurate. There is evidence of how much the tax was as well the policy changes that caused the tax to rise but there is no evidence of a tax break. The personalities of people playing out the events meant that there were some changes that were not historically accurate. My character was more involved in some events such as the negotiations that would have been historically accurate. My character would have been able to have promotions due to his Greek nationality, it was difficult and near impossible for government officials who were Egyptian to be promoted.[footnoteRef:34] Finding evidence for this period was difficult, Delia believes this is because most of the records were destroyed.[footnoteRef:35] The role play showed the development and helped to further understand history. It also showed places connected and how they interacted.  [34:  Baines. 2004: 66; Milne. 1916: 4]  [35:  Delia. 1988: 275] 
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