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Practice as Research-
Before starting this module I did not know much about Practice as Research. However after many lectures I finally have a clear understanding of what Practice as Research actually means. My understanding of it is that you find an issue to tackle whether it is tackled through a performance or a workshop or other ways of tackling an issue. Although it is not that simple, if you have an issue that you feel needs to be addressed then first you must research into this issue as much as you possible can before actually going ahead with the project. It clearly demonstrates that you cannot deal with an issue unless you know enough about it. Throughout this essay I will be presenting to you a project that I have produced to tackle a certain issue that I feel is very important to me and also to the educational system. 

My Project-
After a lot of thought about what I could do for my project I decided to focus on education at secondary schools. During my time at secondary school I noticed that most of the teaching I received was a basic teaching and learning system where we as pupils were sat at desks for the majority of the day. The only lessons where we got to get up and learn by using our creativity skills were through drama and also sometimes through sports. I found this very difficult because personally I could never learn as much as other pupils did in my class by sitting at a desk all day, I would rather get up and learn through play and creativity just like in my drama lessons. 
This then made me think whether four years on would the secondary school educational system still be the same or would they have listened to a few pupils who could not learn through the basic teaching and learning system and improved on their teaching by using creativity. This got me thinking to whether pupils in school actually have a say on how the subjects in their schools are being taught to them. I then came up with the question of…
‘Do children aged between fifteen and sixteen prefer to learn through play and creativity’
I then went on to do some research into my old secondary school, Cwmtawe Community School.



Research - 
Firstly I focused on Estyn reports for Cwmtawe Community School which are reports on how the school works on its teaching and learning but also on how things are controlled for each year group in the school. While looking at the reports I found that there were only two reports for the school which are one from 2006 and another from 2012. I gathered that Cwmtawe Community School update their Estyn reports every six years so there may be one out very soon, however I could not find a third report anywhere. While focusing on these two reports I found a very valuable piece of information in the 2012 report:
The facilities for games and sport are very good and are enhanced by the opportunity for pupils to use the neighbouring leisure centre. The learning resources are of very good quality and meet the learning needs of the pupils well. These include a well-stocked library and very high quality information and communication technology facilities. Many colourful and informative displays aid learning, and highlight pupil achievement and the wider work of the school. (2012)
In this quote they don’t seem to mention anything about play and creativity. From this the only understanding that I get is that children are only getting the movement activities through sports. It seems to go on and talk about how the learning resources are good but still does not mention anything about learning through play and creativity. Many children focus a lot more when actually using their bodies to learn through play and creativity. They don’t even mention that they are trying new things out or even mention that they are exploring this type of teaching. 
While looking into the Estyn (2012) report I also found a questionnaire that was completed by parents and also by pupils. A statement that was on the questionnaire was to do with how teacher treat the pupils. “Staff treat children fairly and with respect” (2012). The outcome for pupils answering this statement was one hundred and seventy six strongly agree, one hundred and sixty two agree, twenty three disagree and five strongly disagree. However the outcome for parents answering this statement was one hundred and thirty eight strongly agree, one hundred and twenty three agree, fourteen disagree and six strongly disagree. Throughout the whole questionnaire this is the highest number of parents that strongly disagree with a statement. It is also the highest number of pupils that strongly disagree with this statement. This got me thinking into why are pupils and also parents of the pupils are saying that teachers do not treat pupils fairly and with respect. I looked back onto the Estyn (2006) report to see if this was an issue back then too; however I did not find a part where the pupils and parents fill out a questionnaire about the school’s teaching and learning resources or even a short paragraph explaining that teachers not treating the pupils fairly or with respect. This then got me intrigued into why teachers do not seem to treat the pupils at Cwmtawe Community School as they should.
In the Estyn (2012) Report there is a short paragraph mentioning teacher and student relationship. “In many lessons, there is extremely effective classroom management and very good professional relationships between teachers and pupils.”(2012) I do not comprehend how they can say that there is a ‘good professional relationship between teachers and pupils’ when the lowest marks in their questionnaire were stating that the pupils feel as if they do not get treated fairly or with respect by the teachers. Surely they should have talked about why the mark for that one statement was so low and that they aim to create better teacher and student relationship. They should have also put a paragraph in the Estyn (2012) report saying on how they are going to change the mark by the next inspection and how they plan to do it. In my opinion there would be many ways on changing a teacher and student relationship mainly by creating more trust with the teacher and student and exploring different types of situations between a teacher and student. 
2006-
After looking at the 2012 report I started to look at the Estyn 2006 report which has similar information about teacher and student. 
The outstanding features in the teaching and assessment of pupils’ progress are the: • access that pupils have to good and outstanding teaching in one in every four lessons; • way in which teaching is focused on the individual needs of pupils and improving their performance; • very effective relationships between teachers and pupils. (2006)
In this statement they talk about how the school ‘focuses on the individual needs of pupils’ however it still does not seem to mention anything specific about their needs whether it be needs due to the fact that the pupil has special needs such as learning disabilities or whether the pupil learns differently to other pupils in the class. In the Estyn (2006) report it gives information about each subject in the curriculum individually unlike the 2012 report. 






Here is a short statement from the subject of English. “The majority of pupils make good progress in writing and write in a range of styles for a variety of purposes.” (2006) Here they talk about the ‘majority of pupils’ making good progress however in the subject of drama they say. “There are several individuals who show outstanding interpretation of text and character, often with a maturity and sophistication beyond their years.” (2006) In this statement they talk about how individuals really thrive in drama but do not seem to mention the fact that it could be due to them being able to play through creativity. These two statements combined could have helped the teachers and the school for their next Estyn report and they could have worked towards adapting the teaching for a range of pupils in their school.
I also decided to look at the schools website itself. There was not much information on the website due to the fact that everything has changed for school websites now and a lot of things have to be kept private, however here is something that I did find very interesting
The school prides itself on offering a modern education based on traditional values. The way that staff care for, guide and support pupils is a significant strength, as is the quality of teaching and learning which leads to outstanding outcomes.(2018)
I noticed here that they talk a lot about the quality of teaching and how well the teachers support the pupils but they do not seem to talk about their style of teaching which is more along the lines of what I want to know about the school. 
Workshop-
After all of my research I decided to piece together a workshop for pupils aged between fifteen and sixteen. Kiara is another student in my class working on this project with me. We had a discussion about these questionnaires and also about our individual research. We both decided to focus on status throughout a school setting and Kiara chose teacher and student status and I decided to look into friendship status. I am going to put on a workshop to the pupils to teach them about different types of status throughout school. Kiara and I have decided on different questions but we still want to support each other in each workshop. My aim for this project is to find out whether children would genuinely opt for their lessons to be in a drama and education teaching system rather than their normal teaching system of sitting in a class room at a desk each lesson.
I went into Cwmtawe Community School to try and pitch my idea to them. I spoke to the head master Mr Hitchens and he was happy to help me with my project and sent me to the drama teacher Mrs Jones. I spoke with Mr Jones for a while about my idea and what my aims were and how I was going to go about it. I told Mrs Jones that I wanted to do my project with children aged fifteen to sixteen. She explained that this was a bit of a problem as pupils from year nine up to year eleven are working towards assessment so she gave us two classes of year eights. I then changed my question to quickly adapt to the schools availability.
‘Do children between ages of twelve to thirteen prefer to learn through play and creativity?’
She then arranged for me and Kiara to have separate classes and arranged dates on which we will go in to do each individual workshop.
· 8F Monday 5th November – 2:20pm-3:20pm
· 8C Wednesday 7th November – 12:20pm-1:20pm



I have been given class 8F which is a top ability class and Kiara has been given 8C which is a lower ability class with two boys that are on school report there.
Mrs Jones wanted to see a workshop plan before we went into the school to see whether it would be suitable for the class of pupils she has given us.
We took the workshop plan into her today and she agreed to every activity that we have planned however she did say that my class have not looked at status at all yet and would not quite understand straight away, so she suggested that we should have a few demonstrations of the activities first before getting the pupils to join in.
Notes-
I ran 25 minutes of my workshop with first year’s on Tuesday and had very positive feedback, the feedback was done anonymously, here are my results
· It is a lovely way to teach young people about this topic. 
· The tone of your voice seemed as if it was for children.
· Is there easier word to describe status in an easier way?

I have taken in this basic feedback and thought of easier ways to describe status such as the higher status being a head master and the lower status being a homeless person. Hopefully this will give them a better understanding of what I mean by status.
In our lectures we have discussed our project ideas and we have always had positive feedback result from our class. However we discussed on what we wanted to represent when we go into the school. We both suggested wearing our university jumpers which have the university logo on them to represent the university. Then our lecturer suggested on whether we wanted to be known as creative practitioners and not just university student, me and Kiara liked this idea and decided not to wear our jumpers and to say that we are creative practitioners from Swansea. This then would not put a status label on us. If we were to tell the pupils we were university students they may have not felt that we were reliable or maybe they would have thought that we have a much higher status than them because of the word ‘university’.
Ethics-
We looked at ethics during class and it gave me a clear understanding and what ethics is. To me ethics means that you cannot display something with another person in it without having their consent. For example if I were to take a picture of a group of people on the street and post it online I would first of all need their consent to take the picture, then to post the picture and also if I then wanted to use their picture in the future.
I attempted to fill out an ethics form and found it a little difficult with certain questions that were on there, I felt as if the questions could have been explained a little more in depth as to what they wanted to know or cover.
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