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Analyse the role of ONE campaigning organisation of your choice 
in the current sustainability debate.

 The aim of this submission is to provide a critical analysis of the clean seas campaign within the ongoing debate on sustainability (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a). The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is leading the fight against marine plastic waste with its Clean Seas Campaign (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a). This submission will examine the campaign's function within the sustainability discourse, drawing attention to how it fits into the larger sustainability agenda and what it means for conservation of natural resources, global collaboration, and realisation of achieving of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a). This assessment aims to highlight the campaign's significance as a catalyst for change towards a more sustainable and resilient future for our planet (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a). Not to mention the conflict between politics and the campaign (Mitrano and Wohlleben, 2020; Yildirim, 2023), as well as the positive (Clean seas, 2024a; UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b), negative (Skirtun, et al, 2022; Coelho et al, 2020), and unanticipated outcomes (Hariram et al, 2023; De Freitas Netto et al, 2020).

The key question that drives the global discussion on sustainability is how to meet present needs without jeopardizing the capability of generations to come (The Brundtland Report, 1987; Thiele, 2013; United Nations, 2024; UCLA, 2024). The campaign has garnered attention on a worldwide scale because of the limited availability of resources on Earth and the adverse effects that people's actions have on the natural world; it addresses concerns about society, the economy, and the environment (Thiele, 2013; United Nations, 2024; UCLA, 2024). The Brundtland Report (1987) provides a definition of sustainable development as ‘development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.’ (The Brundtland Report, 1987, p. 37).
There are two primary points of view about sustainability that are often held within the framework of sustainable development:  hard and soft sustainability (O’Riordan, 1989; Gough, Scott and Stables 2000), a comprehensive strategy aimed at resolving economic, environmental, and social concerns to foster a more sustainable and fair future for humanity (O’Riordan, 1989; Gough, Scott and Stables 2000). Some examples of soft sustainability are, Techno Centric Interventionists (O’Riordan, 1989; Gough, Scott and Stables 2000) and Techno Centric Accommodationists (O’Riordan, 1989; Gough, Scott and Stables 2000). There is a more complex approach to sustainable development known as soft sustainable development, which takes into consideration the interaction between economic, social, and environmental influences (O’Riordan, 1989; Gough, Scott and Stables 2000; The Brundtland Report, 1987; UCLA, 2024). Economic progress and human well-being are seen as crucial elements of sustainability (Rinne, Lyytimäki and Kautto, 2013). Some hard sustainable theories are Echo-Centric Environmentalism (O’Riordan, 1989; De-Shalit, 1997; Sustainable Environment, 2018), Echo-Centric Deep Ecologists / Deep Greens (De-Shalit, 1997; O’Riordan, 1989; Næss and Rothenberg, 1989) and Echo-Centric Gaianists (Gribbin and Gribbin, 2021; Lovelock, 2009; O’Riordan, 1989). Hard sustainable development emphasizes the need to prioritize environmental conservation and protection above all else (O’Riordan, 1989; De-Shalit, 1997). This approach emphasises the preservation of natural ecosystems, the reduction of resource depletion, and the minimization of environmental damage (De-Shalit, 1997; O’Riordan, 1989; Næss and Rothenberg, 1989).
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[image: A diagram of a group of people

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
In accordance with the principles that are outlined in the concept of the three pillars of sustainability, also referred to as the three p's; planet, people, and profit (TechTarget, 2023), The choices and actions that are taken should not only be effective from an economic standpoint, but they should also be respectful of the environment and equitable to the society (Meier, 2024; Purvis, Mao and Robinson, 2019). Environmental Sustainability (Planet) aspect focuses on the environmental position of sustainability (Purvis, Mao and Robinson, 2019). Climate change, biodiversity loss, and damage to habitats are some of the environmental concerns that this approach seeks to solve via reducing pollution and waste, preserving and responsibly using natural resources, and other means (Purvis, Mao and Robinson, 2019; Brundtland report, 1987). The Social Sustainability (People) relates to the well-being of people and communities (Purvis, Mao and Robinson, 2019). It encompasses issues like social equity, human rights, access to education and healthcare, community development, and ensuring that the benefits of economic activities are distributed fairly among all members of society (Brundtland report, 1987; Purvis, Mao and Robinson, 2019). Purvis, Mao and Robinson (2019) claims that systems and organisations' financial viability and stability are concerns of economic sustainability, which is often known as profit. It entails choosing actions that promote continued economic expansion and stability over the long run without jeopardizing ecological or social sustainability (Brundtland report, 1987; Purvis, Mao and Robinson, 2019). It includes concepts like responsible business practices, fair trade, and ethical investment (Purvis, Mao and Robinson, 2019).

The Clean Seas initiative was launched by the UNEP to address the issue of plastic waste in the ocean. (Clean seas, 2024a). UNEP is a United Nations specialized agency that is responsible for coordinating environmental initiatives on a global scale (UNEP, 2024a). A major goal of the Clean Seas movement is to bring attention to the dangers of marine plastic pollution and to encourage people to take action to decrease the quantity of plastic trash floating about in the seas (Clean Seas, 2024a). Individuals, governments, corporations, and organisations are the target audience for this campaign, which attempts to educate people about the effect that plastic waste has on marine ecosystems, animals, and human health (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a). Clean Seas encourages governments, businesses, and civil society to take action in reducing plastic waste through policy changes, innovation, and sustainable practices (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a). The campaign seeks commitments from governments and businesses to reduce single-use plastics, improve waste management systems, and promote sustainable consumption and production patterns (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a). Clean Seas promotes the development and adoption of innovative solutions to reduce plastic waste and improve recycling and waste management processes (Clean Seas, 2024). The Clean Seas campaign has garnered global support and has led to various commitments and initiatives aimed at addressing the plastic pollution crisis (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a). Many countries and organizations have pledged to take concrete actions to reduce plastic waste in their respective regions as part of this campaign (Clean Seas, 2024a; Clean Seas, 2024b). To discourage single-use plastic bags and encourage their reuse, the United Kingdom passed a law that makes shops is England charge for them (UK Government, 2023; The Single Use Carrier Bags Charges (England) Order 2015). The Welsh Government has implemented measures to combat plastic pollution, including a ban on single-use plastics in schools and restrictions on plastic straws and stirrers (The Environmental Protection (Single-use Plastic Products) (Wales) Act 2023) Scotland's legislative framework, the Cleaner Seas Plan, aims to combat marine rubbish and plastic pollution by implementing measures to protect the marine environment (Scottish Government, 2015). France, Spain, Italy and Sweden have all introduced laws to combat plastic pollution, prohibiting single-use plastic bags, cutlery, and straws (Knoblauch and Mederake, 2021). Germany has implemented regulations to reduce plastic waste, including packaging and disposable product laws, as well as policies promoting recycling and waste separation (Knoblauch and Mederake, 2021).

(Barta, et al, 2023, Image 2)
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 The Clean Seas organization supports several of the UN's Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (Clean Seas, 2024a), especially those that address responsible production, consumption, and environmental sustainability (Clean Seas, 2024a). The Clean Seas organization is fully behind Sustainable Development Goal 14: Life Below Water (United Nations, 2023a). In consideration of future generations, this objective aspires to protect the seas, oceans, and marine resources while also making responsible use of them (United Nations, 2023a). Clean Seas works towards the objective of maintaining marine ecosystems and biodiversity by combating marine pollution, particularly plastic waste (United Nations, 2023a).  In accordance with SDG 12, Clean Seas promotes for Responsible Use and Production by raising attention to the ecological consequences of single-use plastics and asking governments, companies, and individuals to reduce plastic consumption and improve waste management methods (United Nations, 2023b). To achieve SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities (United Nations, 2023c), Clean Seas is advocating for policies, public awareness campaigns, and educational initiatives to lessen the impact of plastic pollution in cities (United Nations, 2023c). The ultimate goal is to build cities that are resilient, welcoming, and inclusive (United Nations, 2023c). Although Clean Seas mainly focuses on the oceans, the reduction of plastic waste may also have positive effects on terrestrial ecosystems, therefore supporting SDG 15: Life on Land (United Nations, 2023d), with the objective of preserving and revitalising land-based ecosystems and biodiversity (United Nations, 2023d).

 If effective, the Clean Seas campaign has the potential to generate substantial environmental advantages (Clean seas, 2024a). Marine ecosystems, animals, and biodiversity are all helped by a decrease in the quantity of plastic waste that makes its way into the seas (Clean seas, 2024a; UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b). The campaign may help with sustainable resource management as it promotes less plastic use and more alternative material usage (Clean seas, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b). Less plastic means less need to extract resources and use energy (Clean seas, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b). A decrease in plastic waste in the seas could result in beneficial effects on human health (Clean seas, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b). Reducing the amount of plastic waste in the seas will lower the amount of microplastics that end up in food chains, which in turn lowers the danger of any health risks associated with plastic consumption (Clean seas, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b). The campaign's primary objective is to lessen the amount of plastic pollution in marine environments; nevertheless, there may be unintentional consequences in other areas (Skirtun, et al, 2022). For example, if alternatives to single-use plastics are not carefully chosen, they could have negative environmental impacts, such as increased resource use or carbon emissions (Food Standards Agency, 2023). The reduction of plastic waste is essential for marine ecosystem health (IUCN, 2024); however, it might involve trade-offs (López Gómez and Escobar, 2022). For instance, replacing plastic packaging with alternative materials could lead to increased energy consumption in production or transportation (Coelho et al, 2020). The techno-centric accommodationist perspective emphasizes the role of technology and innovation in finding solutions to reduce plastic waste while promoting marine ecosystem health, aiming to mitigate environmental impacts while still achieving sustainability goals (O’Riordan, 1989; Gough, Scott and Stables 2000). The adoption of sustainable practices and alternatives may not be equally accessible to all communities or regions (Hariram et al, 2023). Low-income communities may face challenges in accessing affordable alternatives, potentially exacerbating social inequalities (Hariram et al, 2023). Some companies might use the Clean Seas campaign for greenwashing, promoting themselves as environmentally responsible without making substantial changes in their practices (De Freitas Netto et al, 2020), which in turn could mislead consumers (De Freitas Netto et al, 2020). Lobbying and political opposition could slow down progress (Yildirim, 2023). Rapid changes in the plastic industry due to campaign pressures could lead to economic disruptions in regions heavily dependent on plastic production, potentially affecting livelihoods (Yildirim, 2023). The techno-centric interventionist perspective aims to mitigate economic disruptions in the plastic industry by leveraging technology and innovation, balancing environmental goals with economic stability and job security (O’Riordan, 1989; Gough, Scott and Stables 2000). Promoting the reduction of plastic packaging in food systems could have unforeseen consequences on food safety, shelf life, and food waste, which could affect food security (Food Standards Agency, 2023). Political interests, including those tied to the plastic industry or short-term economic gains, may resist the campaign's calls for regulatory changes and restrictions on plastic production (Mitrano and Wohlleben, 2020; Yildirim, 2023). The techno-centric interventionist approach aims to address political resistance to regulatory changes in the plastic industry, the focus is on using technology, data, and innovation to present compelling alternatives and overcome obstacles to sustainability (O’Riordan, 1989; Gough, Scott and Stables 2000). Policymakers influenced by these interests might be reluctant to enact stringent measures (Behuria, 2021). The campaign's success depends on international cooperation (Clean Seas, 2024b), which can be influenced by geopolitical tensions and differing priorities among nations (Behuria, 2021). Some nations may prioritize trade interests over environmental concerns, leading to tensions between advocating for sustainability and maintaining trade relationships that involve plastic products (Behuria, 2021). Therefor taking a techno-centric interventionist perspectives by aiming to actively use technology, innovation, and policy interventions to address the trade-offs between economic interests and environmental concerns (O’Riordan, 1989; Gough, Scott and Stables 2000). This approach seeks to prioritise the economy over environmental challenges (O’Riordan, 1989; Gough, Scott and Stables 2000). 

 In conclusion the discourse surrounding sustainability is intricate and multifaceted, encompassing the intricate interplay of environmental, societal, and economic elements (Thiele, 2013; United Nations, 2024; UCLA, 2024). Sustainability theory provides a foundation for understanding these issues (O’Riordan, 1989; Gough, Scott and Stables 2000). Campaigns and activism drive change by raising awareness, advocating for sustainable practices, and holding institutions accountable (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a).
The clean seas campaign aligns with the environmental aspect of sustainability by addressing the environmental harm caused by plastic pollution (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a). Political resistance can hinder progress toward reducing this environmental impact (Mitrano and Wohlleben, 2020; Yildirim, 2023). The campaign's success would benefit communities and future generations by mitigating the harm caused by plastic pollution (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a). In order to accomplish their objectives, the campaign is dependent on effective governance and the collaboration of international cooperation to achieve its goals (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a). Within the context of the overarching objective of environmental sustainability, the Clean Seas Campaign plays an essential part in promoting the core goal of decreasing marine plastic pollution (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a) in addition to being in accordance with the UN's Sustainable Development Goals (UNEP, 2024a; UNEP, 2024b; Clean Seas, 2024a).
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