Summary of Wild Swans, Chapter 1
This chapter’s is about Jung Chang’s grandmother, aged 15, becoming a concubine to a Warlord. Primarily the tone is negative. Not only is her father more concerned over status than family, but also many men in the text view women as possessions. Corruption of power and status leads to her grandmother living in fear and pain. 

Firstly, Jung Chang talks of her grandmother’s life in context, when China was deemed to be “in chaos” (p.27). The 260 years of the Manchu Empire was coming to an end due to “suffering devasting defeats” (p.30), therefore causing “total unpredictability” (p.) to Chinese politics and society, supporting the idea that this was the “Century of Humiliation”. Furthermore, these defeats are argued by Chang as leaving a “vacuum of morality and authority” (p.30) as old institutions collapsed, therefore people had less laws to guide them and further chaos ensued. People during the warlord period, according to her, believed that “allegiances were fickle” (p. 34), possibly because of the political chaos, and that they could increase their statuses through bribery. One example of this in the text is giving daughters for status, power and land.

Furthermore, the chapter mainly reflects the struggles of being a Concubine in general. As women had less power in society, their only use was to flirt with rich men and get power that way, however as concubines they had no legal rights. Due to this, Chang implies they lived in “constant fear” (p.44) of their powerful generals and were virtually prisoners: taken from their hometowns, refused independent speech, and possibly have their children removed. All these together, including being imprisoned for 6 years, led to her grandmother’s future mental health issues. This shows that exploring the role of concubines helps understand gender in the Warlord period through oral history and long-lasting trauma. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]People’s desire for power and social positions seemed to have corrupted people’s morals throughout this chapter, as shown in the symbolism of bound feet. Jung Chang’s uses emotive language to relay her grandmother’s memory of the excruciating pain of being gagged while her mother broke her bones using rocks (p.31). One of the shocking parts of this chapter is the Chang’s theory that the smaller the feet, the more “erotic” (p.31) it was then seen in society, so the pain of her grandmother having three-inch feet was beneficial to her social position. According to her, bound feet meant women were unable to walk properly, were weaker, and that the constant agony meant they were easy prey for men. Overall, Chang challenges the idea that bound feet was done by parents as a goodwill act, and suggest it also reflected on the family. Without the inhumane act, her great-grandmother would have been accused of not being “emotionally strong enough” (p.32) to bind her daughter’s feet to aid her in her future with men. Primarily this shows women were seen as existing for purely aesthetic reasons regardless of their own emotions, which went further than just the one woman herself.

In conclusion, Chang’s case study of her grandmother’s suffering is the same for many women at the time due to women seen as property. The huge political chaos in China brought chaos socially as father’s sold daughters for land and people’s desire for power took away women’s children and their freedom.
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