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INTRODUCTION:

THE ROUTINE ARMING OF UK POLICE OFFICERS: A CRITICAL ANALYSIS.

For many years, there has been discussion over whether police officers within the United Kingdom should carry firearms on a regular basis. The bulk of police officers in the UK are still among the few who do not carry firearms on a regular basis. This policy follows a long-standing tradition and ideology that prioritises “policing by consent” whereby police officers are viewed as citizens in uniform rather than members of the armed forces. But recent events such as terrorist attacks and an increase in violent crime have reignited debates on the necessity of ordinary armament. The purpose of this proposal is to conduct a critical analysis of the possible effects of this policy shift on civil liberties, police-community relations, and public safety in the United Kingdom.



	SUMMARY: The following enquiries will be addressed by this study:

What are the past and present methods of armed policing in the United Kingdom?

How does public perception influence the debate on routine arming of police officers within the UK?

How does the UK compare with other countries' policing models that involve armed officers on a regular basis?

What impacts could routine arming have on police accountability, culture, and use of force?



	LITERATURE REVIEW: 
Since Sir Robert Peel established the modern police force in 1829 with an emphasis on community ties and minimal use of force, the UK has had a heritage of unarmed policing. In the UK nowadays, when an armed response is needed, most police stay unarmed and rely on specialised firearm officers. Public support for this model is generally high, though opinions can shift after incidents such as terror attacks (Loader, 2015).

Studies of other nations like the United States, France and Germany who adopt the model of having armed police officers have different experiences, frequently dealing with higher levels of public-police tension (Bittner, 1970). Further research and its findings will be used in this dissertation to investigate the feasibility of routine arming in the UK.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –

To achieve these goals, a mixed-methods approach will be used in this study, bringing together quantitative and qualitative analysis to offer a thorough grasp of the problem.


Quantitative analysis: 

Statistical analysis of crime data from nations with and without regularly armed police forces will be done as part of the quantitative analysis. Finding any relationships between the presence of armed officers and shifts in the rates of crime, especially violent crime. The sources of data will include reports from international policing organisations, academic research, and government crime figures.

Qualitative Analysis: 

Surveys will be conducted with fellow police officers. 
Being a police officer, I can distribute surveys to my colleagues efficiently and with permission other departments. Specifically, those who are no longer operational and have more service than I, fully encompassing all aspects and roles within the police service.

I will also look to carry out informal conversations with members of the public with permission from my superiors and when the instance can allow it. The conversations will explore themes such as perceived safety, trust in the police, and the potential impact on community relations.
For the purposes of data protection, no names will be given and generic names for the persons who participate will be used. For example, “PERSON A, B, C” will be used. 

Comparative case studies:

Comparative case studies of police methods in various nations will be carried out to put the findings into context. Through a focus on results and lessons learnt, these case studies will investigate the experiences of nations that have routinely implemented arming. Identifying possible advantages and disadvantages of arming UK police officers.







	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Active police officers – police officers from different departments across the United Kingdom 
And with varying levels of service and varying age groups. 

General public – When the opportunity presents itself, I shall be engaging in informal conversations with members of the public that I will face daily and ideally from different social class to maximise public opinion. 


Case studies on the dissertation topic itself with use of official government findings also. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Carrying out this project I anticipate several ethical issues arising, 

Confidentiality and data protection: 

It is imperative to safeguard the privacy and anonymity of subjects participating within my study, particularly other officers in sensitive roles. 
This can be ensured by making use of generic terms or pseudonyms (such as "Officer A") or “Person A”) and safely retain any information that might be used to identify participants.


Subjectivity and Bias:

Routine armament of police officers is a politically and emotionally sensitive subject. Bias in the formulation of research questions or the interpretation of data has a danger of distorting the results.
When posing research questions and analysing data I shall take an impartial stance and take a reflective approach to my findings to eliminate any bias arising. 

Use of Public Opinion Data:

It is critical to make sure that secondary data from public opinion surveys have been gathered ethically and that survey participants were informed of the intended use of their answers.
I shall recognise any constraints pertaining to the data collection procedures and use reliable sources for secondary data.

Topic Sensitivity: 

The topic of armed policing involves social fairness, public safety, and confidence in the police service. Some participants may find it upsetting to hear discussions regarding violent situations, terrorism, and police use of force.
I intend on handling delicate subjects with consideration and decency. Give participants the choice to exclude any questions or subjects that cause them discomfort.

	TIME SCALE:

Being a full-time police officer and a father whilst undertaking this dissertation I will do my best to allocate my time efficiently around my family and commitments with work. 
Ensuring that each section of this dissertation is completed before its deadline date.
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