Self Reflection
	After submitting the first module,  I wasn’t quite satisfied with the work I’ve done. I thought I could have presented my portfolio better but time was not on my side and I had technical difficulties in printing my portfolio. There were many areas I find myself to make careless mistake, if I had regained my composure perhaps I would have overcome it. It was not how I expected to have my portfolio done but I hope I was able to deliver the content of my portfolio. Being able to learn from my mistake, I’m determine to work harder for this module.
	I’ve started shooting since the beginning of my semester as my project revolves around my exchange program here and I’ve encountered several obstacles during the production of this film, such as having the camera battery died during filming. This have resort me to use other alternatives in recording my film, such as from my mobile phone.
	I had to reshoot my trip to Cardiff because I was short on footage since the daylight was shorter at that time. Attempting to do so, I’ve experience missing the bus due to 10 minutes late upon departure. However, it turns out that my bus got cancelled due to adverse weather condition and I had to reschedule the following week. From then, I’ve learnt not to do any heavy labour the night before I’m set out to film.
	Other experience I have upon filming at Cardiff was having my bus back to Carmarthen delayed by 2 hours. I waited in the freezing cold with three of my other friends because we were afraid that we might miss the bus like how we thought we did the previous week. However, it was a great experience to be stranded in the cold with my friends and getting to see them almost losing their minds in such condition. This also made me reflect on how the homeless cope to live out there in the cold weather. Which explains why they drink beer because it keeps their body warm in the cold.
	In the light of other events, I had to cancel a few of trips off my list of places to film due to weather conditions and time restriction. Hence, why I wasn’t able to film at Big Pit, Caerleon, Dylan Thomas Boat House, Tenby Coastal Town and Lampeter.
	However, I have prepared a back-up plan which includes filming at places I’ve travelled outside of Wales throughout my stay in this programme. One of the struggles faced during filming at these places are having my friends help me film. I have friends who have never operated a camera for videography and I had to teach them how to use and how to film which took time for them to get an actual great shot of me. Not only that, I didn’t manage to get the shot that I want because the shots taken by my friend were not in the framing. Thus a lot of film taken became of no use.
	I wish I had film more consistent shots like the view of my backpack as I walk forward in different places and the shot where I face the camera to the mirror and show the peace sign. If I had more of that shot, I would manage the consistency of using it for the two-verse chorus of the track. 
It was quite difficult to make my film come to life in a higher definition since my shots weren’t consistent and I change the camera as I go. It would have been nicer if I were able to capture more cinematic shots but the footage I ended up having were all shaken.
In my trip to Switzerland, I did a mistake of not requesting for a bigger memory card because I got 34GB of memory for a 7-days trip and I failed to manage my memory. Half way through my trip, I’ve had a full memory card. Since I was back packing, I could not bring my laptop along with me, so I couldn’t transfer the files during my travel.
	In the technical side of the production process, I’ve had the struggle of controlling the camera focus. Certain shots were difficult to get a nice focus pull. The footage would often result in shaken from trying to get a nice focus pull.
	For post-production, I’ve made a research on the soundtrack of my film to suit the tone that I’m looking for. The list that I had was Ever Enough by Rocket to the Moon, Right Place, Right Time by Olly Murs, Mexico by KYKO, Wake up by Hillary Duff, Rewrite the Stars from The Greatest Showman Original Soundtrack, and I’m with you by Avril Lavigne. All in which describes the background of the travelogue.
I narrowed down the songs that matches with the storyline of my travelogue which takes I’m with you and Ever Enough out off the list. I also took into consideration the arrangements of the songs in which sequence I should put it in and having to match the tempo for the transition from one song into the other.
I choose Mexico by KYKO as the opening sequence of my film because of the subtle song intro with the lyrics “leave it all, leave it at home” to foretell that the sake of this journey is to grow out of your past. This song later evolve into an light upbeat tempo as it reaches the chorus which is exactly the kind of tone I set for this film. The ancr of the song “try to find a way to warm my soul” describe that this journey is to focus on yourself and to heal and grow. In the film, I cut out the lyrics “I was on a plane to Mexico” to focus on the actual destination of the travelogue. I also cut short the song and remove the first chorus and second verse to bring forward the second part of the film.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The track followed by it is Hillary Duff’s song, Wake Up which takes viewers to the places in Wales. I find this song to be a perfect fit for the travelogue rising action as the song began with “There's people talking, they talk about me. They know my name, they think they know everything but they don't know anything about me” which perfectly coincide with the lyrics of Mexico
The song that comes after that is Rewrite The Stars form The Greatest Showman Original Soundtrack. I took the verse snippet of “but there are mountains
and there are doors that we can't walk through”  in a way to describe that it isn’t easy to get out of our everyday life and break the toxicity routine that have been clinging in our life. The chorus later comes to make a point that in some ways, we still have a hand in the way we choose to keep on living the life we live in and that change is possible but not easy.
I chose Right Place, Right Time as the ending music to portray the victory in making a change in our life to be where we want to be and that the exchange programme will not be something someone will regret enrolling. I’m living in the moment and it’s not a moment to waste. It would definitely be the days to remember.
My early editing started off with a home video of me being sent off to the airport to take off to the UK. The video was in a portrait format so I used the split screen effects to be able to capture the full video but then it seems a bit too jarring. I didn’t want to downgrade the quality of the video so I cropped it to a square format and give it a little bit of a vintage look. I insisted on using this footage because I wanted to provide this film with an authenticity towards the back story. I wanted to create a realistic feel and not a stage-film as possible.
I also had a black screen scene at the bridge part of my film where I didn’t know what footage I should fill in before the blinking effects I made for the scenery shots. The blinking scene were created to portray that you’re waking up to different places everyday as you travel which I wanted to instil the surreal feeling of being where I’ve been.
I had the idea of a cutaway scene popping out from the black screen from different edges of the frame to maintain the black screen background. That was the only idea that came to my mind which turned out to be a perfectly fit slot for night shots. I though it was appropriate to do that since it is similar to how memories were portrayed to appear popping in your mind.
	The biggest struggle in editing this film is finding a perfect shot to flow with the song transition. Footage selection was also a challenge as I had to choose wisely so many footages to be in my film. There were many shots that were great, however I had to only choose what suits my film instead of what looks great.
	I use fade to black and fast forwarding the footage as a visual transition to match with the tempo change in the music. Mix matching time-lapse effects with upbeat tempo and fade to black for the mellow mood. The time-lapse and slow-motion effects are used to synchronised with the beat of the music as well.
	The biggest factor of the film I wish to change is the narration voice over. Not only did I have a tough time in finding a proper place to quietly record my narration but I also had the trouble of getting into character when recording. There were several takes on the voiceover because my voice sounded emotionless. Moreover, I always get tongue tied every time I record. I am still somehow not satisfied with how the narration is portrayed because it doesn’t really help the audience to capture the emotion of this travelogue.
	Also, I wish there were more words I could fit in to describe the reason behind how this travelogue began and why the exchange programme is important to an individual but to do that. It would make the film a bit draggy. Although there were many footages to make the film longer than a 10 minute film but a travelogue that stretches that long consisting of mostly montage would be rather boring and too draggy.
	I changed my script because I thought with the type of footage I have, it’s better to work it in a non-timeline sequence and just let the film be arrange in a way where it’s nice for the eyes to see. Though, I try to preserve the originality of the travelogue backstory. I edit the film in a way where you are able to tell distinctively where the places I’ve been although it’s not in timeline order. It is capturing the fun and happy moments and making memories is what matters the most in my film. I didn’t want it too look like a diary, I wanted it to be living in the moment.
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