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Introduction
According to Raising Children’s Awareness, (2020) literacy development is a vital part of your child's overall development. It's the foundation for doing well at school, socialising with others, problem-solving, making decisions, developing independence, managing money and working. Literacy and language are crucial for children to learn within their early years, it is also crucial they understand the importance of it. Within life you are constantly using literacy and language, it is essential to have in life as a skill. 
According to Raising Children Network, (2023) reading stories to your children is essential. Even when your child is in your womb it is crucial to sing to your child and speak to your child. There are so many different benefits from reading stories to your children within the early years. From reading stories to your children, it promotes their brain development, develops their language and their early years literacy skills, increases their imagination and can also help strengthen relationships around them. By reading stories to children in early years (0-7 years old) it broadens their knowledge by learning new things, increases their ability to focus, their concentration gets better and their communication skills. 
[bookmark: _Hlk128661649]According to University of Texas Arlington, (2015) Storytelling relates to literacy and to language and promotes them both for children within their early years especially. Storytelling improves children’s memory and children’s ability to use narrative language, these are both necessary for developing literacy. Studying storytelling in literacy studies graduate program may help teachers improve classroom literacy scores as they implement these strategies into their classrooms. It is essential for children to be able to have the opportunity to listen to a story being told within their schools or nursery’s and also within their home, children should be reading to their parents and also be listening to their parents read them a story. 
Digital literacy is crucial in early years. It is good for children to have both the opportunity to use digital and non-digital within their learning. In early childhood education for the early acquisition of digital skills to be part of young children’s communication development. Within children’s settings digital literacy is important because now a days people use a lot of technology for a lot of things including workplaces, therefore it will broaden their knowledge and provide them with better opportunities in life. This, therefore, provides children with different types of skills and technological knowledge in order to think critically and evaluate their work and engage in a global community. For young children, it means developing skills in the use of images and sound to a convey information, ideas and feelings about themselves, their activities, and their environment through the use of electronic media. They will begin to develop skills to organise and analyse information (ICTE Solutions Australia, 2023). 
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When you are reading a story to a child you must ensure that the child is enjoying, as practitioners you should be able to tell if a child is enjoying or not. This could be with expressions you use throughout the book, different tones of your voice throughout the story. If you are reading a book about specific things such as food or animals, you could prepare yourself for the story and use props throughout the book. A child learns through play and if a child is not enjoying, they are not going to learn or either sit therefore the whole book, they will wonder around and not have full concentration on the story. According to DnNeen, (2012) there are key factors to include when you are reading a story to children to keep them entertained. This could be keeping eye contact with the children throughout, use vivid language that children understand, use movement throughout the story therefore the children are not just looking in one specific place for a long time, dramatic stops when something happens, changing your voice with different characters, for example if there’s a big bag guy you could use a deeper voice and to use props throughout. You must ensure that you are engaging with the children all the way throughout the story. 

Although it is crucial for children to have both opportunities, to listen to a digital story as well as a book the positive effects are different. As stated above there are multiple positives from storytelling (non-digital). According to National Library of Medicine, (2018) within children’s early years storytelling provides many psychological and educational benefits. This includes a variety of different skills which are very important for children’s literacy, this could include an enhanced imagination to help visualize spoken words, the children’s vocabulary should improve and more refined communication skills. Vygotsky believes that imagination feeds the creativity which gives humans the drive to invent and to change their current circumstances. The brain of the sedentary children listening to stories is actually working frantically and learning to think (Loughborough University, 2016). 
However, there are numerous positives of storytelling there are also negatives of reading a story to children. You must ensure that the children are focused and hooked on the story otherwise they will not listen. As practitioners you should be aware if a child is engaged and enjoying the story or not. According to Evans, (2021) as I stated above you must ensure the child is engaged throughout the whole entire story. Children can get distracted very easily during anything but especially during a storytelling process as they are not doing anything but listening therefore, you must ensure the child is entertained and getting involved as much as they possibly can throughout a story. Throughout a story there could be something else going on in the setting which is distracting the children, therefore the children may start talking to each other or others and may even start wandering off. This could be by an audience member who is talking to loud or laughing, therefore will change the children’s focus from the story to something else. 
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According to University of Wollongong Australia, (2023) Digital Storytelling uses multimedia tools to bring narratives to life. Digital Stories can be used to explain a concept, to reflect on a personal experience, to retell a historical event, or to make an argument. Digital stories are typically videos that combine audio, images, and video clips to tell a story. Digital story telling is important for children to learn, see and understand. Throughout the years technology is getting bigger and more important throughout life and for jobs. By children learning how to use technology and by children seeing technology being used gives them greater benefits for their futures and more opportunities for jobs in their future. According to ICTE Solutions Australia, (2023) digital literacy and storytelling promotes competency in technology in early childhood education. Digital storytelling also promotes collaboration and communication, it also amplifies the storytelling through images. It also supports children’s learning by encouraging the children to express their ideas and knowledge in a distinctive and meaningful way. Digital storytelling can also help with children’s focus throughout the story. When there’s a screen the story is like a film therefore, it helps the children understand what is going on in the story as they can see it in front of them. With digital storytelling the child is more likely to be more engaged, focused and possibly enjoy the story more throughout the whole story as they are not just focusing on the practitioner. 
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