1000 words - Evidence based policing/criminology and crime prevention/criminal Justice
Critically analyse the concept of evidence-based policing and ‘what works’ in policing evaluating crime prevention theories and strategies and considering the options open to reduce re offending.

Introduction 
The College of police (2021) in the UK define evidence based policing as “approach police officers and staff create, review and use the best available evidence to inform and challenge policies, practices and decisions”. So based off this definition it is apparent that constant review of decisions and the making of policy will need to be undertaken to make sure that the policies and decisions that have been made are highly informed. Constant reviews of policies that are currently in place will allow for them to be updated regularly meaning that the officers following this should be up to date with what is expected of them. By following an evidence based policing style it means that decisions made on what tasking to under take should be accurate and based upon evidence that has already been found to be true from when it was gathered (Bullock and Tilley, 2009). 

Evidence based policing was introduced by L Sherman (1998) it is mostly based around officers reflecting upon their practices and decisions they have made to help them improve and make more informed decisions in the future. By reflecting on what they have done well and what they can improve on should then in turn help them improve their overall performance and service they are providing to the public. However, not all police officers like to reflect upon what has not gone so well for them and only ever focus upon what they perceive to have gone well (Cain, 1979). 

Evidence based Policing is based around carrying out research into specific areas that the police want to gather more information on exactly how the problem is happening or the exact nature of the problem itself. By finding out this information it can help to inform a new initiative that may help get rid of the already existing problem as the new initiative will be aimed specifically at targeting that specific problem.

Prevention strategies
Each police force within the UK will have their own prevention strategies in place when it comes to targeting crime and organised crime groups. For example the National Crime agency (2021) have produced a poster style document that shows how they want to go about putting in place strategies to help prevent crime from taking place. Their aim of the strategy is to “have fewer victims, fewer offences, and less demand on policing achieved by addressing the cause of crime”. This almost “tag line” set out by the National Crime Agency appears to be very generalised and does not appear to give any exact specific ways they are going to aim to complete their objectives. The document they have produces does go into some more detail of how they wish to achieve their goals but again after reading them it appears as though a lot of the ways they want to reduce crime rates are quite general and not really anything different to what has been published before. However the College of Policing (2020) have done some more specific research into areas that they believe to be good use when it comes to preventing crime. They produced a few different documents that show how effective they have found different tools when trying to reduce the amount of crime. Even though they have done some research into what they believe to be effective when it comes to preventing crime not all of these items are available to the general public and not all of the items are currently used by all police forces in the UK.

Attempting to reduce re-offending rates                    
The Association of Police and Crime Commissioners (2021) have published a document that aims at reducing the rates of re-offending in the UK. This document sets out aims and strategies they are looking to implement to try and steer away criminals from re-offending. They have set out a number of ways to try and do this but one that does sand out is attempting to get young offenders to work with ex-offenders so that they can attempt to engage with them to steer them away from committing further crimes. This appears at face value at least a good idea as often people are more likely to listen to someone who has already been in the situation they are currently finding themselves before themselves turning their lives around. However the young offenders in these cases may see this as a better option than going to say prison or having a different punishment and may welcome this diversions scheme but then not actually engage meaning nothing has actually improved (Flanagan, 2008). 

The Crime commissioners document also outlines how they plan to implement a diversion scheme for domestic abuse perpetrators. This again appears as though it may be a very good idea on the surface, as it will allow for the perpetrators of domestic abuse to get further information on ways they may be able to stop themselves from committing these offences. But for some offenders of these types of crimes they have grown up around this sort of issue all of their lives and have see their parents involved in similar incidents so it will take a lot more than a few classes or an intervention to break the cycle and stop them from re-offending.       


Conclusion      
Overall evidence based policing is an effective way of policing and it does allow for a lot of reflection both upon individual decisions made by officers and policies put in place by the organisations. The main way it could possibly not be as effective as it needs to be is if officers are reluctant to reflect upon things that have not gone so well or not wanting to change. However evidence based policing does allow for a lot of discussion around what or how policies may need to be changed or improved so that they can be more appropriate or effective in the future.

Crime prevention strategies are often used to attempt at stopping re-offending from taking place but they need to aim at centre of the problem. Due to a lot of offenders being involved in crime all of their lives it is extremely hard to break this cycle and these are the people who need to be targeted the most by the schemes as they are the ones who are more likely to be committing crime.     
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