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Personalization: Tell the pupils how you feel about the story.
Sharing enjoyment: Tell the pupils why you enjoy the story and show them that you enjoy the story.
Scene setting: Talk about what might have happened before the story begins, or the place, or the people.
Body language: Use your body to help you tell the story by explaining the meaning of words through gesture, showing characters’ feelings by changing you posture, and so on.
Facial expression: Look scared, happy, sad in accordance with the story, or express a character’s feelings through expression.
Voice tone and volume: Use an angry voice, or a happy voice and so on: varying the volume to gain attention and add expression and interest.
Changes of pace: The story will dictate this to some extent; if it moves quickly, for instance, you can increase the pace at which you are telling the story.
Vocal expression: This can make a huge difference to children’s understanding of the text, and their enjoyment too. Think about the meaning of each word, or phrase, and how you can convey that meaning.
Anticipation: Make it exciting, think about the way you turn the pages over.
Prediction: Get the pupils to think about what might happen during the next part of the story.
Props: If a particular object is mentioned in a story it may be worth getting hold of a similar object to use as you tell the story.  
Familiarity with the story: You need to have gone through the story before you start reading.
Using illustrations: Good quality children’s books usually have excellent illustrations which help tell the story. Draw pupils’ attention to this because it will help them understand, make the words more memorable and increase their enjoyment of the story.
Sound effects: You can make these yourself and get the children to join in.
Actions: This makes the story more memorable for the children and reinforces the meaning of words.
Ad-libbing: You can add bits to the story, if you wish. Don’t be afraid to change the words either if you think your pupils will find the vocabulary too hard.
Character development: This is worth doing because it’s important that pupils can identify how characters are different and how they develop during a story. The easiest way to develop characters is by using a different voice when the characters are talking.

