Eleanor de Montfort, Princess of Wales
The person I chose to research is Eleanor de Montfort (1252-1282) Princess of Wales; wife of Llewellyn Ap Gruffydd, the Last Prince of Wales.  She was the daughter of Simon de Montfort and cousin to King Edward I. Her family connections put her at an amazing intersection of history and geopolitical struggle. Her father led a series of rebellions against the autocracy of King Henry III and subsequently was killed in the Battle of Evesham. It was then, that she became intertwined with Welsh history, as she was betrothed to Llewellyn when she was just thirteen, who had sided with Simon de Montfort. This political alliance set her and her new husband to be, on a course of direct confrontation with the soon to be heir to the throne, Edward I. Her mother, Eleanor of Leicester, was the daughter of King John of England and his wife, Isabella of Angouleme.  Interestingly, that made her mother and Joanna, the only other named Princess of Wales and the wife of Llywelyn Fawr (Llywelyn ap Gruffydd’s grandfather), half-sisters. 
	
	The story of her betrothal, taking refuge in France after the death of her father, marriage by proxy to LLewellyn, and being taken hostage by Edward while returning to the British Isles to join her husband read more like a Hollywood movie plot than actual history. My focus would be on the correspondence between the major players of her story, but mostly would focus on the fact that she too was a diplomat, using her family connections, feminine charm and acuity to influence her cousin and help the cause of her family and husband.

	Her story comes to an abrupt and sad ending when she dies giving birth to her only child, Gwenellion, who ends up a orphan and taken into custody and forced her into a nunnery by King Edward when Llewellyn dies in battle in 1282.

The qualitative approach is best suited for this study.  First I consulted a few reputable secondary sources such as existing biographies and historical accounts of not only Eleanor de Montfort, but all that are related to her story.  From those sources I garnered the primary sources cited or utilized as a spring board for my research. Additionally, by noting the various locations that are associated her one can identify locales for research, such as Kennilworth Castle, Worcester Cathedral, Anglesey Island, France and so forth.
The Archival Sources are as follows:
My first stop was the Calendar of Patent and Close Rolls, both are available at British History online. They are the foundational records of English government. The Letters in the Patent Rolls are the Monarch’s communication with others conveying his will and statecraft. The Close Rolls are aptly named as they are the private correspondence a monarch would have with others, albeit formal and concerning matters of state. These are the records of the decisions made and precedents set by the English Monarchy, as well as allowing for snapshots in time for what was going on in England and Foreign Policy as well. They were recorded by the Chancery starting with the rule of King John and kept in the Tower of London. Today, the National Archives holds the original Manuscripts. However the Calendars are compilations and translations made in the Victorian ages which provide summaries or the original documents.  
	These sources provide the actual letters between Henry III and Edward I with Eleanor de Montfort and Llewelyn Ap Gryffudd as well as providing insight into what was going on in the time to provide context.
1. Calendar of Patent Roll Edward I Volume 3, 1292-1301 located at https://www.british-history.ac.uk/cal-pat-rolls/edw1/vol3
2. Close Rolls of Edward I located at Close Rolls, Edward I: May 1276 | British History Online (british-history.ac.uk)
3) Then next source is The chronicle of Florence of Worcester with the two continuations; comprising annals of English history, from the when the Romans retreated to the reign of Edward I. The monk Florentius of Worcester began the chronicles and then two more continuations were made. The one which concerns Eleanor de Montfort is the second continuation covering the years 1152-1295 which was written by John de Taxster.  I accessed it via archive.org, it is an 1854 publication of the translation of the original Latin text by H.G. Bohn in London.  This publication provides some detail of Eleanor’s and Llewellyn’s marriage ceremony in Worcester Cathedral, paid for by Edward 1. It can be accessed athttps://archive.org/details/chronicleofflore00flor/page/314/mode/2up?q=Montfort
4) Brut Y Tywysogion, Or, The Chronicle of the Prince of Wales located in the National Library of Wales (though I did buy my own copy), is an excellent record of the Princes of Wales and is an annalist chronical in the fashion of Geoffrey of Monmmoth’s Histori Regin. It provides source information about Llewelyn’s dealings and communications. They are located in Robert Vaughan's Peniarth MS. 20. The original monastic annals are thought to have been written at Strata Florida Abbey, but may have been kept at the old abbey at Llanbadarn Fawr in the 11th century. 
Chronicle of the Princes | The National Library of Wales
5. Special Collections: Ancient Correspondence of the Chancery and the Exchequer  housed in the National Archives is just what the titles says. It is the actual letters of Eleanor to Edward and of Llewelyn to Edward. 	
Eleanor, princess of Wales, lady of Snowdon, to Edward I: do not believe ill-reports... | The National Archives
6.The Chancery: Liberate Rolls Enrolments of writs of liberate sent out by Chancery, which ordered the treasurer and barons of the Exchequer to pay money out of the royal treasure for pensions, salaries, stipends, expenditure of the royal household and other expenses of the state.  According to the National Archives: The Chancery kept a record of the issue of such writs by enrolling them on these rolls, which are thus a useful source for details of royal expenditure. The liberate rolls also contain enrolments of writs of allocate, ordering allowance to be made to royal officials presenting accounts, for expenditure incurred by them out of money for which they were accountable; The rolls are particularly valuable for details of payments during the reign of Henry III and Edward 1 and are useful, especially since it contains the payment Edward made to the hire the ship and crew from Bristol to capture Eleanor and her brother enroute to England. The National Archive link is Chancery: Liberate Rolls | The National Archives
7) Annales sex Regum Angliæ qui a Comitibus Andegavensibus originem traxerunt located at 
Queen's College, Oxford, 304, digital version:  Trivet, Nicholas, "F. Nicholai Triveti De Ordine Frat. Praedicatorum Annales Sex Regum Angliae, Qui A Comitibus Andegavensibus Originem Traxerunt (A.D. MCXXXVI-MCCCVII) : Trivet, Nicholas, 1258?-1328 detail the marriage in absentia or proxy marriage that young Eleanor had with Llewellyn before she could join him in person.
Sources that I have acquired that are not in archives are the Chronicles of William de Rashinger, who was a contemporary of the Simon de Montfort and wrote about the Baron’s Wars, located at https://www.forgottenbooks.com/en/readbook/TheChronicleofWilliamDeRishangeroftheBaronsWars_10756428#1. Another source is  the  Calendar of Ancient Correspondence Concerning Wales by J. Goronwy Edwards published by the University Press Board Cardiff in 1935 which is a Calendar of translated correspondence concerning Welsh history found in the Public Records Office from the Ancient Correspondence noted above. Lastly, The Letters of Edward 1, Political Communication in the Thirteenth Century, by Kathleen B. Neal focuses on the Letters and Languages of Power and provides translation and digitized illustrations of Edward’s 1 correspondence.
Further archival research can extend to the Vatican and other religious houses and there was   plenty of correspondence between the Pope, Clement IV and both Eleanor and Llewelyn. 
	This assignment made me think about different ways to approach the task, and to consider sources of information or angles of attack that are not obvious.  Once I started diving into sources, I started to ask more questions and then try to figure out what source would have that information. The biggest obstacle is not being able to read Latin, I would take  picture of the digitized manuscripts and use google lens to capture the words and translate it, certainly not optimal.
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