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On Reflection

In all total honesty, we were less than excited due to the lack of any exciting sounding that would happen in the week as from what we know, all we were due to do was to listen to entrepreneurs, CEO’s and business figures from various backgrounds and succeeding in different ways which given that we do something similar on Thursdays did not sound enticing to us at the time.
Come the first day of Project Week on a cold morning, the first thing that greeted us upon entering was Sandra’s welcoming smile and were told about the tea, coffee and biscuits that will be readily available for the entire class for the whole week. As a first impression, I was very happy with how the week started off and as one of the acting Course Representatives, I looked to my other classmates for their opinions and the feelings of first impressions were mutual.
Now it should be noted that I personally have an attention span of approximately 10 minutes so even a speaker has some interesting points, if I do not find them interesting no matter how successful their representing brand is or if the presentation/presenter lacks a certain spark there is a chance I will zone out.
That being said I did have some notable speakers that I did pique my interest, each for a different reason. The first was from Bella Kerr from the Art Department here at UWTSD, who has had an extensive history of travelling from different places that speak to her on an artistic, stylistic and historical level. Her presentation stuck in my mind because her presentation deviated from the standard ‘success story’ that to date had been the center subject of many a speaker presentation that we frequently had on Thursdays and was frankly getting stale and boring. 
Bella’s travels had taken her to places that I could not remember the specifics of the location, but from each place she had taken a special relic in remembrance of where she went and what she did there. She spoke of this to evoke a sense of using parts of your successes, or key items you have used along the path to success and archive it for future references so that future generations in the world of business will do the same and in succession use their own personal relics to help other upcoming entrepreneurs to improve their own knowledge, skills and ethics.
The second guest speaker that maintained my attention, for a good portion of her presentation anyway, was a lovely lady called Stacey Adamiec who came to talk about the encouragement of imaginative ideas implemented into structured business models. Now this was not her saying that entrepreneurs should completely deviate from standard business models such as the Business Model Canvas, but rather encourages entrepreneurs to not stay in the safe box all the time and not be afraid to even just suggest ideas that look completely out of the box in the context of the business and the market they would try to break into.
This struck me as I often see that people would on the occasion be asked to create an idea and often, come up with an idea but is similar or based on a current existing product and would probably be considered safe and not as innovative and hence less interesting. The icing on Stacey’s presentation though was her wearing a T-Shirt bearing the words ‘Too Legit to Quit’ which references not only a motivational phrase to mean ‘Never Give Up, but also to a childhood song of mine by MC Hammer.
The last speaker was Nathan John, whom on a separate note I found quite attractive so had my attention for most of his speaking. His presentation utilized his background in music and used it to create a website catered to a younger/teenage based audience to educate themselves through the medium of music through an array of genres from pop, to grunge, to rap. His main point in his presentation is that not everything you learn in academics and education is not going to be useful and instead use your personal interests and passion, harness it and use it to help others which in turn will become a business that never feels like a job and feels more of an ongoing achievement.
At the end of the week, as a class we concluded that the whole week was so much more than we had anticipated and turned out to be an amazing bonding experience as well as learning experience that we would happily welcome to do again.
[bookmark: _GoBack]And that in all honestly, would like tea and coffee appear more in lectures/lessons often as a motivator.
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