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Introduction  / Approx 225 words / Actual 220 words
This paper is focused on the modern 20th century period of astrology and considering whether it assumed that the future was negotiable or fixed? The academic rationale behind doing this research is for three key objectives. All are aligned with the essay’s primary focus and based on grounded theory research, using a mixed method approach.
1.) Understand the different theories of fate and determinism. What is the broad definition? What can be found in academic, primary of secondary source, notably from the classical and medieval period? What can be learnt about the nuances of either model? What ethnographical evidence is there of the presence of fate in contemporary thought?  
2.) Research examples of modern 20th century financial astrologers and investigate what models of fate do they correspond to? What are the underline principles of financial astrology? What assumptions are made about fate or determinism? How does it relate? What comes first? Planetary cycles, economic or people acting? 


3.) Ascertain the nature of financial astrology predictive work. Where the meeting point is between planetary astrology and individual activity? Does the work of financial astrologers rely on people acting for the prediction to be true?  For example, if there is an astrological economic prediction for inflation, how much influence does a related political leader or policy decision maker have on the outcome?
Literature Review - Approx 900 words / Actual 2310 words

To align with the research aims of this paper, it is important to understand the following categories within the literature review. Our primary focus will be to research the different theories of fate and determinism, using academic primary or secondary source, notably from the classical and medieval period. Thereafter, a bridge will be developed onto the contemporary views of fate and ultimately the ideas proposed to be related thematic questions. 
Finally, an overview of the key principles of financial astrology will be shared, including how it relates to mundane astrology and develops onto a broader range of strategies. References will need to be used of literature from modern 20th century financial astrologers, offering investigation of their models of fate and the nature of their predictive work.  
Understanding the different theories of fate and determinism. 
What is the broad definition?

What is Fate? Fate is described as an “enigma
” by Bernadette Brady, given how actively the concept is referred to by influential thinkers, but rarely explained. A nuanced interpretation by Sarah Broadie is a belief that fate is ‘an agency concerning which …all we know, is that it has a certain purpose and is clever and foreknowing and powerful enough to carry out this intention no matter what
,’ 
Meanwhile, Robert Solomon shares a variation of the same theme, debating that fate has an ‘otherness’ to it, whereby ‘fate provides something by way of “hands” in which we can place ourselves whether or not we have the confidence in their goodness’
. However, these “hands of fate” can offer fluctuating levels of influence across a spectrum of people. 
Eitherway, the dynamic symbolism of fate, as suggested by Broadie and Solomon, offers an important reflection for shaping the beliefs and philosophy in life. This is especially true when developing a framework for understanding our position in the world and how to predict events in the future.  
To better understand fate, one should reflect on the bigger picture implications.  In terms of seeing oneself as a sum of all the parts. This points us to the topic of sympathetic cosmology, based on the philosophy that we exist in an animated cosmology. Notable advocates of this sympathetic philosophy in the classical period include Homer (c. 850 BCE) Aristotle (c. 384-322 BCE) and Plato (c. 428-423). 
Homer saw this interconnectedness as the influence of the divine law. Simone Weil stated it was guided by “geometrical rigor” a self-feeding force, which strived for perfection or balance
. The latter was also the principle of sympathy explained by Aristotle who desired to return balance or correct order to the “gravity” within his physics.
 F. J. K. Soontiens highlighted that Plato interpreted the harmony of sympathetic cosmos as a telelogical force within each soul which gave it a desire to return to the divine source
. 
Determinism
In contrast, determinism is a modern principle based a divine free, Newtonian cosmology. Both philosophy and the sciences rejected the idea of fate and replaced it with determinism

In the 17th century due to the influence of the work Galileo, Newton and the philosophy of René Descartes an anti-Aristotelian movement emerged.

William James (1842-1910) defined determinism as: ‘It professes that those parts of the universe already laid down absolutely appoint and decree what the other parts shall be. The future has no ambiguous possibilities hidden in its womb: the part we call the present is compatible with only one totality. Any other future complement than the one fixed from eternity is impossible.’ His definition is focused on causation and the laws of physics.
Contemporary views 
Three influential 20th century astrologers which held different views on fate and free will included Alan Leo (1860-1917), Dane Rudhyar (1895-1985) and Margaret Hone (1892-1969). Leo held a Platonist version of fate in a dualist understanding that the soul was entangled with the fate of matter. Rudhyar developed the idea of humanistic astrology, in terms of seeing the horoscope as a seed to the self, or as a potential into which one could grow. On this point, Rudhyar was reflecting Aristotle’s world view that perfection could exist in the material realm. In contrast to Leo, Rudhyar believed the horoscope symbolised an image of the perfect self in its physical life. 
Even so, he remained a dualist, given the consideration that the soul could act independently of fate. Hone used a monist theory of fate, perceiving the will, soul, psyche – as all being embedded in the horoscope. She used the term ‘psyche’ as part of an all-encompassing reference ‘the entire psyche of a person cannot be dissected into such divisions, but that all combine to form the whole. The art of Astro analysis is in blending the indications given by these pointers [horoscopic points].
’.
What ethnographical evidence is there of the presence of fate in contemporary thought?
The concept of fate is not only present in astrology, but also deeply embedded in various cultural and religious beliefs, as well as in contemporary thought across different societies. Ethnographic evidence provides valuable insights into how the idea of fate is perceived, interpreted, and experienced by individuals in various cultural contexts. Some examples include  Fate in South and East Asian Religious Practices  and  Contemporary Western and Globalized Thought. The former case example is found in Hinduism and Karma: Hinduism offers one of the most detailed systems of fate through the doctrine of karma. In ethnographic studies of contemporary Hindu communities in India and the diaspora, scholars have found that the belief in fate is often linked with the karmic cycle of actions (good and bad) that influence future outcomes. In Srinivas’s ethnography "Religion and Society among the Coorgs of South India", the author discusses how karmic law shapes an individual's understanding of fate, and how certain life events (e.g., marriage, birth) are viewed as predestined by prior life actions.
Meanwhile, the latter example of fate in Western thought, is found especially in cultures influenced by Christianity, fate often manifests as divine will or providence. Ethnographic studies of contemporary Christian communities often show that fate is understood as God’s plan for the individual. In these communities, individuals might experience certain life events, such as illness, success, or accidents, as part of divine destiny, which they accept with faith. This reflects a belief in preordained paths, while still acknowledging the presence of free will.
James C. Scott’s "Seeing Like a State" looks at how modern Western societies view fate through institutionalized control and bureaucratic systems, which, while not directly about divine fate, influence individuals’ perception of limited personal agency versus predetermined systems of control.
These sources provide ethnographic evidence of how fate is a key concept in different contemporary societies and belief systems. Whether through ancestral guidance, spiritual intervention, or karmic influence, the concept of fate continues to play a significant role in how individuals understand their lives and choices within their cultural contexts.
What assumptions are being made on fate and determinism?
The concepts of fate and determinism often involve certain philosophical and psychological assumptions that influence how we view the world and our place within it. In “The Astrology of Fate” book, Liz Greene explores the intersection between astrology and the concept of fate. She argues that astrology reveals patterns and potentialities that are woven into the fabric of an individual's life, but she does not suggest that these patterns are fixed. 
“Astrology points to patterns in life and the energies that shape us, but these are potentials, not determinations. Fate offers opportunities for growth, and it is the individual’s response that determines the outcome
." By highlighting “potentials, not determinations”, Greene contrasts how astrological influences might shape personal experience while allowing room for choice and personal responsibility.

Meanwhile, although not related to astrology directly, Newton’s work on the laws of motion and gravitation has historically influenced deterministic views of the universe. He states in his key book "The present state of the world is the effect of the past, and the future will be the result of the present
." It suggests that the universe operates according to fixed laws of nature, which in some interpretations contributed to a deterministic worldview where every event is a consequence of prior causes.
Where is the meeting point between planetary astrology and individual activity?
It seems the meeting point between planetary (or financial) astrology and individual activity is rooted in how the cosmic influences reveal energetic potentials and themes in a person’s life, while the individual chooses how to express those energies. Astrology provides the framework and timing while personal activity involves the decisions, responses and actions taken to engage with those influences. This dynamic interplay allows for personal empowerment, as individuals can choose how to navigate the cosmic currents and align their efforts with favorable astrological conditions.

Richard Tarnas explores the relationship between planetary cycles and human history, focusing on how planetary influences correlate with significant historical events, by arguing that “Astrological cycles create a framework within which events unfold, but the responses and actions that occur within those cycles are what shape human history.” Here, Tarnas emphasizes that astrology offers a framework for understanding the timing and themes of events, but individual or collective responses to those influences shape the outcomes. This reflects the idea that astrology provides context, but free will plays a significant role in how we react.

Principles of financial astrology

On face-value, financial astrology speaks to the key hermetic principles of the study of “As above, so below”
 – in terms of the greater understanding of harmony between the cosmos, macro systems such as the climate, economy, financial markets and ultimately the behavioural implications of crowd or collective psychology.  

However, despite this unifying heritage, it is still important to ask the question on how to define financial astrology and its application, both generally and to survey respondents, which can often lead to a variety of responses. This is partly due to its dynamic nature, coupled with the broad different schools of thought on the topic and lack of extensive research, both academically and with any primary or secondary sources. 

Hyerczyk, James explained it succinctly, “The fundamental principle behind financial astrology is that the planets’ orbits, rulerships, groups of planets and the Sun and the Moon have an effect on the minds and actions of people and events, and in particular, these planetary effects affect the cycles and prices of stocks and commodities.”
 

A simplified way of interpreting this is focusing on the understanding of macro, mood and markets by financial astrologers. This implies that macro systems of natural cycles impact collective social mood behaviour, which in turn correlates to cyclical forces of financial markets. Dr. Campion highlights a more detailed physical causal model explanation in Figure 1.
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Financial Market analysis: Crowd Psychology & Cyclical Forces
Financial markets are driven by behavioural changes in the greater collective of society. Throughout financial market history, the pendulum swings that alternates between manias and panics, serves as an indicator of patterns in mood and related cultural trends. This was true during the Tulip Mania of 1637 and South Sea bubble of 1720, when Sir Isaac Newton famously acknowledged that he can calculate the motion of heavenly bodies but not the madness of people’, after investing in the latest craze of his generation
.
Gustav Le Bon, a French polymath and author of ‘The Crowd’
, made a fundamental observation that the ‘actions of crowds are not rational; they are a mass of uncoordinated and largely unconscious behaviours from which what we today call emergent properties arise.’ These unconscious behaviours create emergent properties that can arise in the need for society to seek help, as highlighted in the previous section two. 

Moreover, social psychology can also be determined by the trends of markets and cycle analysis. An example of correlation between market peak-troughs, sentiment measures of euphoria, pessimism and cultural trends.

On a macro, big picture level, the broader understanding of mundane astrology (Global and social astrology) is also included, to factor different socio-economic and political trends across the world, global events, nations and leaders and any social phenomena. 

Mundane Astrology
Mundane Astrologer Micheal Baigent makes the case that ‘Astrologers must meet the challenge posed by the modern studies of history, sociology, politics and economics and provide these disciplines with the one quality with their current practitioners lack – a sense of unity, of purpose and of destiny’.
 Baigent’s perspective offers reasoning as to why mundane astrology is required. 
Modern 20th Century Financial Astrologers

The professional financial astrologers selected for this essay, was based on the criteria of being contemporary-modern within the 20th century, servicing an active client-base and exhibiting long-standing influence within the field. This includes years of experience ranging from 20-40 years, authors, teachers, and contributors of the field of financial astrology. 
The three financial astrologers are Charles Harvey, Christeen Skinner and Raymond Merriman. The latter two are industry peers, whereby the researcher already have an existing professional relationship., as part of the financial astrology community. I have read their works and attended some of their lectures. 
This gives a unique experience of each participants application of financial astrology, coupled with an active rapport and understanding that helps in conducting a more tailored essay investigation based on their professional experience as financial astrologers. However, there are also challenges in being having an insider relationship with participants such as potential biases and ethical considerations discussed further within the reflexivity considerations section.
Findings and Discussions 
This section will explore findings from qualitative research conducted within the literature review. The aim is to focus on the underline principles of fate and determinism, how they relate to key underline principles of financial astrology and finally ascertaining the nature of financial astrology and related factors within their predictive work. Several themes were identified and will be explored based on the selected examples of modern 20th century financial astrologers, while also investigating what models of fate do they correspond to. 
Models of fate used by modern 20th century financial astrologers 

Harvey views on fate align with many other contemporary astrologers in emphasizing that astrology does not present a rigid or deterministic view of life. Rather, his attitude towards fate is rooted in the idea of potential and choice. Key themes in his attitudes to fate include 1.) Fate as potentials and possibilities. In line with many modern astrologers, Harvey often emphasized that astrology reveals potentials rather than fixed destinies. He describes time as ‘the means by which the enfolded, infinite and eternal potentiality of all ideas is unfolded in the dimension of time’
. Thus, astrologers understand time as ‘potentiality of all ideas’ to be explored. 2). Personal responsibility and free will. 3.) Life as a journey of self-actualisation and 4.) Astrology as a guide to personal evolution.  

Moreover, in his book "Astrology and the Human Core", Harvey intersects several of the themes cited above by describing how astrology can help us understand our life's patterns, suggesting that fate is not a fixed trajectory but something we can shape through awareness: "Astrology shows us the energies that are available to us, not the predetermined end. Fate, as understood in astrology, is a dynamic process — a dance between the free will of the individual and the timing of cosmic energies. How we live with those energies is our choice
."

Christeen Skinner highlights the use of Cosmology such as sunspot cycles during a speech for the Carter Memorial Lecture in 2016: “It is more than a little worrying that the next cycle might contain no sunspots whatsoever. This has implications for terrestrial weather and thence for crop cycles.”
 This is different to all other survey respondents and demonstrates once again the range of different frameworks that can be used by each financial astrologer. Conversely, what remains common to all is the additional use of mundane astrology, which is discussed further in the section below.

Skinner generally emphasizes the idea that astrology offers patterns and potentialities rather than fixed destinies. According to her, the cosmic influences from the planets don’t dictate fate in a rigid sense but rather reveal the underlying energies and themes that shape personal and collective experiences. In this view, astrology provides guidance that helps individuals understand the energetic influences at play, allowing them to make informed choices and navigate life's challenges.

Skinner is also known for discussing how the transiting planets and their aspects can indicate significant periods for change, personal growth, or challenge. These periods may feel like “fateful” moments because they prompt life-changing decisions or events, but ultimately, she believes that individuals have free will in how they respond to these cosmic energies.

So, her approach to fate would likely be more about how astrological influences open opportunities or challenge individuals, rather than presenting fate as a fixed, unchangeable path. In Skinner’s book “The Financial Universe” which offers a significant example  her work in financial astrology, she suggests "Astrology offers us an understanding of the cycles and trends that influence the world. These cycles may create the conditions that appear 'fateful,' but they leave space for free will in how we respond." Therefore, while certain planetary alignments may influence market conditions, personal and financial success are ultimately guided by individual choices and responses to these cosmic energies.

While Financial Astrologer Ray Merriman, demonstrates a practical example, of how it can be used to predict important events such as the inflation shock of 2022, by stating “if a longer-term planetary aspect is approaching try to identify economic, political, or socio-cultural narratives that arise related to these planets, the aspect, and the signs involved. Which markets are likely to be impacted (go up or down) by that narrative as the aspect approaches and ends? The check to see if it is in a passe of its cycle that would support a continuation of the move related to that theme or not”. The example shared was that of early 2022, Jupiter was conjunct Neptune in Pisces. ‘We would be looking for narratives of rising prices (inflation), which indeed started appearing in early 2022.’
Merriman discusses fate in a more philosophical or personal sense, it's likely in the context of how cosmic events can influence human choices and outcomes. In Merriman's view, “the positions and cycles of planets don’t dictate fixed outcomes but suggest possibilities and trends, leaving room for free will.”
What methods do they employ to improve predictivity of their models of fate?
Financial astrology is rarely used in isolation. The previous section demonstrated that even within the world of astrology, financial astrologers will use other astrologies such as mundane astrology, to achieve a broader framework of analysis and interpretation. Additionally, there are financial astrologers that apply external factors to improve their work. 

All the selected modern 20th century financial astrologers highlight the need for additional overlays to improve predictivity, such as macroeconomics, technical analysis, and quantitative studies for testing results. The purpose of a multi-disciplinary approach is to improve analysis and results. 

Skinner supports this, stating ‘financial astrology does not work by itself. It needs to be combined with other factors’.  However, she does not apply these additional techniques herself and made the point that her clients are typically specialists across these fields. In her words, “financial astrology provides another tool for the toolbox’. 

Meanwhile, all confirmed integration of other technique alongside financial astrology. Rick explained that ‘technical studies are very important to identify overbought and oversold conditions at lows and highs, which are most useful if cycles and geocosmics overlap to identify a time band for a reversal’. Conversely, Weingarten
 states that ‘financial astrology is as important as fundamental and technical analysis in predicting market behaviour’. Another useful overlay is statistical and quantitative studies, which is used by Ray Merriman. In a discussion, Merriman said that “they are nearly impossible to do when studying individual character and life changes”.

Conclusion 
To conclude, this paper focused on modern 20th century period of astrology and considering whether it assumed that the future was negotiable or fixed? Fate will likely best be described as an “enigma
” as proposed by Bernadette Brady, given how actively the concept is referred to by influential thinkers, but rarely explained. 
A case in point, is the early influencers of the modern 20th century period of astrology period which this essay investigates. Alan Leo, Dane Rudhyar, and Margaret Hone all held different views on fate and free will. Perhaps this is healthy to evolution of thought? It offers diversity of interpretation and multi-faceted application to a variety of endeavours. 
However, all selected three financial astrologers in this essay correspond with the personal agency, within a greater collective pattern. Harvey explains that "Astrology shows us the energies that are available to us, not the predetermined end. Fate, as understood in astrology, is a dynamic process — a dance between the free will of the individual and the timing of cosmic energies. How we live with those energies is our choice
."

Meanwhile, the underline purpose of the astrology is also important. This is notable with the world of prediction across both financial and mundane astrology. Here Tarnas emphasizes that astrology offers a framework for understanding the timing and themes of events, but individual or collective responses to those influences shape the outcomes. This reflects the idea that astrology provides context, but free will plays a significant role in how we react. “Astrological cycles create a framework within which events unfold, but the responses and actions that occur within those cycles are what shape human history.”
Bibliography
Brady, Bernadette, ‘Some Philosophical Roots of Determinism in Astrology’, paper presented at Bath Spa University Graduate School seminar, 18 February 2008.

Brady, Bernadette. "Theories of Fate among Present-Day Astrologers ", University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2012.

Campion, Nicholas, The Dawn of Astrology: A Cultural History of Western Astrology, Vol. 1, London: Continuum 2008.
Marcus Tullius Cicero, De Divinatione, trans. W.A. Falconer, Loeb Classical Library (Cambridge Massachusetts, London England: Harvard University Press, 1923 Reprinted 2001), I. lv.127.

Greene, Liz, ‘A Psychological Approach to Transits and Progressions’, in The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction, part 2, pp 131-152, London, CPA Press 2004 [1997].
James, William, The Will to Believe. Essays in Popular Philosophy (London, New York: Longmans, Green and co, 1912).
James, William, ‘The Dilemma of Determinism’, in The Will to Believe and Other Essays. New York: Longman, 1909.
Lehoux, Daryn. "Tomorrow's News Today: Astrology, Fate, and the Way Out." Representations Summer (2006): 105-122.
Seneca, 'On Providence’ in Moral Essays, Vol. 1, trans. John Basore (Harvard

University Press, Cambridge Mass., London, 1928).
Bishop, Robert C. ‘On Separating Predictability and Determinism’, Erkenntnis (1975-) 58, no. 2 (2003): 169-88.
The Determinism and Freedom Philosophy Website http://www.ucl.ac.uk/~uctytho/dfwIntroIndex.htm

� Brady, Bernadette. "Theories of Fate among Present-Day Astrologers ", University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2012.


� Sarah Broadie, 'From Necessity to Fate: A Fallacy?,' p.28.  


� Robert Solomon, 'On Fate and Fatalism,' p.279.  


� Simone Weil, ‘The Illiad or the Poem of Force.’ p.15


� Aristotle, Metaphysics: A4, 985a 931-983: Aristotle, Meteorology: 339a 319-324.


� F. J. K. Soontiëns, "Evolution: Teleology or Chance?," Journal for General Philosophy of Science / Zeitschrift für allgemeine Wissenschaftstheorie 22, no. 1 (1991): p.133.


� Hone, The Modern Text-Book of Astrology: p.151.


� Greene, Liz, The Astrology of fate, York Beach, 1984, p 313


� Newton, Isaac, Philosophiæ Naturalis Principia Mathematica (1687)


� Valborg, Helen; Judge, William; Blavatsky, Helena; Iyer, Raghavan. Theosophical Astrology. (Theosophy Trust Books, Norfolk, Va. 2018), p. 40. Also available at website: �HYPERLINK "https://www.theosophytrust.org/Online_Books/Theosophical_Astrology_V-2.1_Online.pdf"��https://www.theosophytrust.org/Online_Books/Theosophical_Astrology_V-2.1_Online.pdf�


� Hyerczyk, James., Pattern, Price and Time (New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc, 1998), p.19


�  Newton Isaac, Principia Mathematica, (1687)


� Le Bon, Gustav., The Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind, (latest edition 2018).


� Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. 250


� Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. 250


� Harvey, Charles, Astrology and the Human Core, (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1999), p. 50


� Website: �HYPERLINK "https://www.financialuniverse.co.uk/carter-memorial-lecture/"��https://www.financialuniverse.co.uk/carter-memorial-lecture/� [accessed 1st April 2025] 


� Weingarten, Henry., Investing by the Stars: Using Astrology in the Financial Markets, 2nd edition., (Traders Press New York, 2000), p.127


� Brady, Bernadette. "Theories of Fate among Present-Day Astrologers ", University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2012.


� Harvey, Charles, Astrology and the Human Core, (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1999), p. 50





 PAGE 
7

