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Morris. J. Pax Britannica the climax of an empire. Middlesex England. Penguin books. 1968. P. 81- 87

In Jan Morris’s Pax Britannica the Climax of an empire chapter 5, Morris takes an analytical approach towards the origins of Rhodesia, she states how the town was regularly under siege from the Mashonas and the Matabeles (African tribes) and that the town was very rough with houses built from mud, and gravestones without names but a statement saying “ for queen and empire”. Morris takes the stance that pioneering under the empire was a hard life until stability and wealth had reached a region. In turn Morris briefly describes how Cecil Rhodes lived in Kimberly with the flag of the British south Africa Company flying high over head as a mark of success and progress for the empire – However she also focuses on Rhodes plan for Rhodesia/Africa and describes him as a visionary “dreaming of that All-Red route from the Cape to Cairo”[footnoteRef:1]. I found this chapter helpful as it helped me to rethink the past of how the empire developed over time. Furthermore showing that the empire was not mighty everywhere as African tribes were able to siege the British. [1:  Jan Morris. Pax Britannica the climax of an empire. Penguin books. Volume 2. Middlesex England 1968. P 83.] 


Alanna Petroff. The devastating economic legacy of Robert Mugabe. http://money.cnn.com/2017/11/21/news/economy/zimbabwe-economy-history-robert-mugabe-resigns/index.html . published 21/11/2017.

Petroff’s report evaluates the economy of Zimbabwe from independence to today. Petroff fails to state how Zimbabwe was the wealthiest country in Africa at the time of independence, but explains how the economy dropped so rapidly and so far. She underlines the fact that Mugabe’s socialist government crippled the country’s economy, and that his political momentum faded but remained in power through bribery and corruption. The article discusses how Mugabe would seize farmland of white farmers (and not compensate them) then give the land to the black population, when the economy would drop particularly low and he would need to put the blame on someone else. Petroff also explores the rapid inflation in the late 2000s stating that at its peak inflation was at 7.9 billion %. This would make it in the top 2 cases of worst inflation the world has ever seen but this was not mentioned. She does however mention that unemployment rose and public services collapsed followed by Zimbabwe dropping its currency in 2009. I found the source useful as it discussed the economy each decade till 2010s in a summary format. However it did lack some more statistics and information such as where money was being spent in comparison to British expenditure.

Flakland Islands tourism board. History. https://www.falklandislands.com/visitor-information/history . Published N/A.
This website presents a brief explanation of the history of the Falkland’s. There is mention that the Islands were discovered by the British and various important dates in the history of the islands, but there was no mention that the French were the first to colonise on the Islands followed by the British and then a military take over by the Spanish. The article does not mention that the Islands were uninhabited upon discovery which is important when discussing the administration of colonialism. However, the source does describe the role that the Falklands have played to the UK, such as maritime trade, fishing, sheep farming and ship maintenance. However, the article focuses on how the settlers on the islands focused on peaceful ways of living their lives without disturbing other people which could be argued for other cases of colonialism such as Zimbabwe. This was helpful as it supported Gilles statement that colonialism was not everywhere and always a bad thing. However, this source was not written for academic purposes rather a brief overview for tourists and was expected to be limited in what information it offered about the history of colonial rule on the Islands.

Churchill. W. A History of the English Speaking Peoples – the age of Revolution. London GB. Cassell and company. 1962

Churchill’s chapter 9 on the war of 1812 describes the struggle Britain had in trying to defeat the American army and militia. He writes that the American navy was small but still surprisingly effective in small skirmishes against the British. But that their real strength was their navy in the great lakes on the boarder of Canada and North America. Churchill mentions an account by the duke of Wellington that there would be little point to demand land from the Americans in order to form an Indian buffer state between Canada and north America as it would come down to whoever had naval supremacy on the great lakes (who were the Americans). With naval supremacy the buffer state would not last long if the Americans attacked. This source was very helpful in understanding the war of 1812 and why boarders didn’t change – also it provided another reason as to why an Indian buffer state was not formed. However, a criticism I would make would be that Churchill did not describe the boundaries of the Indian buffer state only that it was in the north west of America, so its size remains unclear in this source.


Michael Gelfand. The Pattern of Disease in Africa and the Western Way of Life. http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/004947557600600415?journalCode=tdoa . published 01/10/1976.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This primary source compared the difference in disease and illness between the African and European populations living in Africa. The report focus on the southern and central regions of Africa (which was helpful for my assessment of Zimbabwe). Gelfand included decades worth of statistics from previous medical professionals all of whom were drawing a link between diet and different types of illness. As the report does not aim to criticise either continents diet it makes the report more neutral and reliable. However I would criticise the report as it focuses solely on diet as a result of disease and illness when there are many other factors that impact on a person’s well being such as insects, hygiene and exercise. Also medicine has improved since the 1970s so the findings of this study could be outdated, the use of documented cases from the 1930s may not fully add to the credibility of the source as medicine had improved drastically between the 1930s and 1970s and doctors where aware of that at the time. This source was helpful however as it showed the majority of illnesses before and during colonial rule and when I compared those results to the illnesses effecting the same countries today the findings were different.
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