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[bookmark: _Toc81236413]Introduction
In the wake of Covid-19 pandemic most of learning has shifted to online platforms, Virtual Learning Environment (VLE), however, virtual learning had been happening prior to Covid-19 only that it has intensified. VLE platforms such as Moodle has become one of the critical teaching and learning resources in various higher learning institutions including at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Through the VLE platform students can conduct their learning at their own pace, at their free time and at any location. According to Van Raaij and Schepers, (2008) VLE also has an ability to enable the students to contribute synchronously and asynchronously to any discussions that is happening and that would shape their learning. To sum it up, VLE has revolutionised learning experience, but how. This report wishes to discuss the findings of study that involved the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David that sought to find out how learning experience was being impacted by VLE.
[bookmark: _Toc81236414]Background
In this section a background dig into the various aspects of VLE is conducted, this include the establishment of when learning started to happen virtual, the components of VLE and an assessment of how VLE has impacted the learning experience all as has been reported by the various literatures.
[bookmark: _Toc81236415]Definition of VLE
According to Engelbart, (1962) Virtual Learning Environment is the sum of all software tools that support administration of academic services that includes teaching, learning and researching through the internet and in particular the World Wide Web. Various studies agree with the definition as all have view of VLE being the process of conducting academic practices over the internet, some talk of Virtual classroom (Painesays, 2017). Through VLEs such as MOODLE the educators and learners can be able to interact through a single system creating a personalised learning for the learner (docs.moodle.org, n.d.).
[bookmark: _Toc81236416]History of VLE
According to Crotty (n.d.) there is no conclusive evidence as to when exactly online learning started, arguing that it could date back to as early as 120 years ago. This is according to a study that was compiled by team of NASA’s scientists and PhD holders who found that it started at around 1892 when it is reported that University of Chicago started the level-distance learning program. With the evolvement in technology it is reported that in 1960 a system of linked of computer terminals known as (Programmed Logic for Automatic Teaching Operations) PLATO was developed which could enable the students to access course learning materials and even listen to recorded lecture audios. In 1982 CALCampus was founded in New Hampshire where students could be instructed on computed known as commodore. It was until 1986 that the term virtual classroom was introduced (Hiltz, 1995). With the world coming to light about the internet at around 1995 major developments in the online learning began, such that in the year 2000 the US Patent and Trademark Office offered a patent to Blackboard for any activity that was related to remote learning; this marked the commercialisation of online learning. The move to patent remote learning has since been criticised as being a personal move as it is argued that the use of remote learning was already widespread by the year 2000 (Jaschik, 2006). The common VLE, Moodle on the other was introduced in the year 2002 and since then it has been adopted by a number of education institutions among them the UK institutions.
[bookmark: _Toc81236417]Impacts of VLE on students learning experience
Various studies that have been conducted have identified that VLE has impacted learning experience both positively and negatively.
[bookmark: _Toc81236418]Positive impacts
According to Scardamalia and Bereiter (1996) VLE allows the student to reflect effectively, think progressively and independently. This was arrived at after a study which compared the performance of the students who had used VLE software and those who had not used, where it was established that the students who had used VLE had better analytical skills, good understanding, their vocabularies and reading was improved as opposed to the latter.
A study conducted by Diochon and Cameron (2001) argues that VLE platforms allows the students to develop employability skills and other competencies as VLE requires students to be active while using its thus boosting their enthusiasm, confidence and capacity and in the end they generate their own knowledge. In another study conducted by Wernet el al. (2000) it has been argued similarly that use of VLE in deliverance of education boosts learning enthusiasm and as well make learning available to all groups of learners.
Downing and Chim (2004) found that with the use of VLE the participation of the students during learning through VLE increased as it was established that the introverted students behaved like extroverts while learning on the internet. On another hand, Barker and Gossman (2013) have established that VLE has reinforced learning experience in that the students who missed a class could easily catch up later with the rest of the students.
[bookmark: _Toc81236419]Negative impacts
Muirhead (2001) and Seabolt and Arends (2000) argues that education through VLE does not offer the students the opportunity to socially and emotionally interact with their peers as they are far apart as opposed with traditional classroom which offered that opportunity. Klotz (2002) agree with their finding arguing that virtual environment does not provide an opportunity to have a structured dialogue.
According to Conole et al. (2006) VLE platforms does in many instances does not offer active learning and many at times passive learning only occurs.
[bookmark: _Toc81236420]Aim and objectives
The main aim of this study was to assess the way VLE through Moodle was impacting the learning experience of the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
[bookmark: _Toc81236421]Objectives
The study was objective at.
1. Determining whether learning experience was being impacted positively or negatively by VLE.
2. Determining if VLE enabled the student to study independently.
3. Determine if VLE motivated and challenged students to seek knowledge.
[bookmark: _Toc81236422]Method
The study conducted involved collecting quantitative data from the research respondents where a structured questionnaire were supplied to 10 randomly selected first year students through email. The students were required to fill a 6question questionnaire within a period of 1 week after receiving the questionnaire. They were also encouraged to fill the questionnaire in completion so that a high confidence level research could be achieved.
The selected students were informed that their participation was voluntary and that their responses would be anonymous. This happened during collection of their email addresses. The questions asked surrounded around the objectives of the study and all the questions were closed ended with the questions having multiple choice of (strongly agree, agree, neutral, disagree, and strongly disagree) to enable faster analysis using the Excel software.
The study went ahead as planned and all the participants who had been contacted cooperated, and within the 1 week period time which the participants had been urged to complete the filling of the questionnaire, all had sent back a fully filled questionnaire. 
The results of the 100 response rate of the study is as follows.
[bookmark: _Toc81236423]Results
As earlier stated six questions were asked in the emailed questionnaire. The results are as depicted in Appendix 2. All the participants who had been requested to participate in the study responded. Regarding the issue of VLE impacting learning positively or negatively all agreed that it was positively impacting. On the issue of VLE enabling the students to learn on their own 90% strongly agreed while 10% just agreed, it was total agreement that VLE enables independent learning as 80% of them agreed as well that VLE-Moodle had the features to enable independent learning. The study also sought to find out whether learning through VLE-Moodle motivated the students to learn 80% agreed so, 20% were neutral. Furthermore, 90% of the students found out that learning though Moodle was enthusiastic.
[bookmark: _Toc81236424]Discussion


In the first objective of the study, it was the aim of the study to find out whether Moodle was positively impacting or negatively impacting the learning experience. The objective was approached from two side where the students were asked directly whether they believed that Moodle positively impacted learning experience, 100% of the respondents agreed with some strongly agreeing and others agreeing only. As informed by literature review learning quality and effectiveness were mainly the determinants of learning experience. This was asked too, where 100% of the respondents agreed that Moodle improved the quality of learning and as well the effectiveness: 70% strongly agreed and 30% just agreed. The finding of this study is supported by Parker and Martin (2010) the findings by that VLE impacts learning experience positively in that all the students are included, learning can be conducted at comfort of the student, it increases the accessibility of learning materials, reducing on costs of traveling and with the feature of getting immediate feedback on learning. Rachmadtullah et al. (2020) also has found that effectiveness in learning was enabled during the Covid-19 pandemic.


Regarding the issue of VLE – Moodle enabling independent learning, the students were asked to responded whether they believed that it was possible to conduct studies independently with Moodle and whether with the experience of using Moodle they had observed that it has features to support independent learning. 100% of the respondents (90% and 10% strongly agreed and agreed respectively) that it did enabled independent learning. On whether Moodle had all the features to enable independent learning, 80% and 20% agreed and disagreed respectively. According to Meyer et al. (2008) independent learning is all about personalisation and ownership of learning in which it is affected by various factors among information communication technology, which it reports to play a key role. The finding by Meyer et al. (2008) supports the finding by this study that it is possible to independently learn through Moodle, it also complements the finding by this study that it is not only the Moodle that supports independent learning as other factors also shapes independent learning such as cognitive and affective skills (Meyer, 2008).


The study also sought to find out whether VLE – Moodle motivated the students to learn and whether the students found learning through Moodle to be enthusiastic. 80% of the students responded that they were motivated and challenged by the VLE to seek for more knowledge, 20% were neutral. On the issue of enthusiasm 90% agreed that they found learning on Moodle enthusiastic with 10% disagreeing. Meer (2013) and Herrera Mosquera (2017) have the same finding that learning virtually was both enthusiastic and motivating arguing that the flexibility it brings to learning is what motivated many students to learn, they did not however, fail to point out that poor internet connectivity is a threat to implementation of VLE, this substantiates why 10% of the respondents found VLE – Moodle to be non-enthusiastic.
[bookmark: _Toc81236425]Conclusion
In summary this report was written to communicate the findings of a study that was conduct to find how VLE learning through Moodle was impacting the learning experience of the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Through a primary study that involved administration of structured questionnaires to randomly picked first year students, a study that sought to determine if the learning experience was being impacted positively or negatively, if Moodle enabled independent learning and if Moodle motivated the students to seek knowledge. The findings of the study were Moodle positively impacted learning experience as it boosted the quality and effectiveness of learning. The study found out that Moodle enabled independent learning, however, it was not the only approach that could be used to facilitate independent learning as other factors affect it. The study also found out learning thorough Moodle motivated the students to learn as mainly it offered flexibility in learning, an issue could only arise from poor internet connectivity. The study concluded that Moodle has positively impacted the learning experience.
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	Questionnaire:
Kindly answer all the questions by ticking appropriately

1. Do you believe that VLE via Moodle is positively impacting your learning experience?

{Strongly agree} {Agree} {Neutral} {Disagree} {Strongly disagree}

2. Do you believe that online learning via Moodle improves the quality and effectiveness of learning?

{Strongly agree} {Agree} {Neutral} {Disagree} {Strongly disagree}

3. Do you believe that with Moodle one can learn on their own?

{Strongly agree} {Agree} {Neutral} {Disagree} {Strongly disagree}

4. To what extent do you believe that Moodle has all the features to enable independent learning?

{Strongly agree} {Agree} {Neutral} {Disagree} {Strongly disagree}

5. Does learning through Moodle motivates and challenges you to seek more knowledge on your own?

{Strongly agree} {Agree} {Neutral} {Disagree} {Strongly disagree}

6. To what extent to you agree that learning on Moodle is enthusiastic?

{Strongly agree} {Agree} {Neutral} {Disagree} {Strongly disagree}





[bookmark: _Toc81236429]Appendix 2: Results
	#
	Question
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Total

	1
	Do you believe that VLE via Moodle is positively impacting your learning experience?
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0
	10

	2
	Do you believe that online learning via Moodle improves the quality and effectiveness of learning?
	7
	3
	0
	0
	0
	10

	3
	Do you believe that with Moodle one can learn on their own?
	9
	1
	0
	0
	0
	10

	4
	To what extent do you believe that Moodle has all the features to enable independent learning?
	6
	2
	0
	2
	0
	10

	5
	Does learning through Moodle motivates and challenges you to seek more knowledge on your own?
	5
	3
	2
	0
	0
	10

	6
	To what extent to you agree that learning on Moodle is enthusiastic?
	4
	5
	0
	1
	0
	10



Do you believe that with moodle one can learn on their own?

Do you believe that VLE via Moodle is positively impacting your learning experience?	




Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	9	1	0	0	0	
To what extent do you believe that moodle has all the features to enable independent learning?

Do you believe that VLE via Moodle is positively impacting your learning experience?	




Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	6	2	0	2	0	
Does learning through moodle motivates and challenges you to seek more knowledge on your own?

Do you believe that VLE via Moodle is positively impacting your learning experience?	




Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	5	3	2	0	0	
To what extent to you agree that learning on moodle is enthusiastic?

Do you believe that VLE via Moodle is positively impacting your learning experience?	




Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	4	5	0	1	0	
Do you believe that vle via moodle is positively impacting your learning experience?

Do you believe that VLE via Moodle is positively impacting your learning experience?	




Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	8	2	0	0	0	
Do you believe that online learning via moodle improves the quality and effectiveness of learning?

Do you believe that VLE via Moodle is positively impacting your learning experience?	




Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7	3	0	0	0	
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