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This essay will critically evaluate the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement in response to the killing of George Floyd. This is achieved through this essay by looking at what happened before, during and after the killing of George Floyd. A look into the lives of who was affected by this and what actions were taken by groups such as the Black Lives Matter Movement (Black Lives Matter (2023) in response, alongside why this happened in the first place, how it can be prevented in the future as well who took advantage during the George Floyd protests and riots where at the start tens of thousands of people took to the streets of America for protests and some ended up having violent interactions with the police force (Stevenson. B. (2020). To evaluate the rise of Black Lives, Matter specifically after the death of George Floyd this essay will first look into what the Black Lives Matter movement is and what occurred in the case of George Floyd. 
According to Alicia Garza who is a co-founder of the Black Lives Matter movement along with Patrisse Cullors and Opal Tometti (Hobson, J. (2016) started the Black Lives Matter movement in 2013 because of the death of Trayvon Martin who was fatally shot by George Zimmerman, and in court the Justice Department found insufficient evidence against Zimmerman to pursue any civil charges (Office of Public Affairs (2015), which suggests why other reason these individuals started this movement is said to be due to the ‘World where black lives are systematically and intentionally targeted for demise’ (Hobson, J. (2016). As stated by the Black Lives Matter movement themselves the goals of this powerful movement is to eradicate white supremacy and build local power to intervene in violence inflicted on Black communities by the state and vigilantes (Black Lives Matter). 
The statements made by the Black Lives Matter movement regarding black lives being intentionally targeted for demise (Hobson, J. (2016), is something they truly believe, and therefore basing it as one of the main reasons they started this movement. They also say they want to get rid of White Supremacy, these two statements made although may be unbelievable to some aren’t untrue being supported by the fact that black households out of all ethnic groups were most likely to have a weekly income under £600 (GOV, (2022). Alongside this in the USA in 2019 the comparison of arrests made by police regarding race is said to be 69.4% white and 26.6% black (FBI, (2019), and although this shows that white people have more interactions with the police and are arrested more within the USA out of 999 individuals shot and killed by the police in 2019, 424 were white, 251 were black and 114 were unknown (Statista, (2023). These statistics alone raise questions about whether the black community is targeted due to white individuals being involved in 69.4% of arrests with an estimated 42% of deaths due to shooting by police, compared to the black percentage being involved in 26.6% of arrests and an estimated 25% of deaths by police shooting, therefore suggesting that in 2019 nearly in every 1% of black individuals arrested one black individual was shot dead.
An extremely significant death at the hands of the police force was that of George Floyd from the black community who was shown through the multitude of videos shared online of his death, begging for his life because he was struggling to breathe due to Officer Derek Chauvin digging his knee into his neck for 8 minutes and 46 seconds while 3 other police officers were holding him or standing by (Dreyer et al. (2020). The reason the police were involved with George Floyd in the first place was because he had been accused of paying with a counterfeit $20 bill which is a non-violent crime to start with (Dreyer et al. (2020), so such a physical response was already unreasonable and unneeded. However, this response makes more sense when the officer who killed George Floyd, Derek Chauvin has had 17 misconduct complaints, some involving battery over the past 20 years, and instead of serious punishment or being fired, he only received only 2 letters of reprimand (Dreyer et al. (2020). Showing a failure in the policing system in person and within their ranks.
The death of George Floyd on May 25th, 2020 sparked worldwide anger online and in person. According to ACLED, there were 7,750 demonstrations linked to the BLM movement across more than 2,440 locations between 26 May the day after George's death, and 22 August (Kishi, R. Jones, S. (2020). Within 3 months this kind of response was seen just in the US alone showing how big of a movement this had turned into all while showing the Black Lives Matter flag making it a worldwide movement in months if not days. It is said that in the second half of 2020, the Black Lives Matter website received 24 million different people visit their page (Black Lives Matter, (2021), showing a dramatic increase in interest in not just the movement but also what they stand for due to internet in their website which is where most would find that information after the death of George Floyd. 
For months the internet and world were involved in the Black Lives Matter movement this included merchandise sold by the Black Lives Matter movement themselves as well as knock-off merchandise, as the hashtag was used all over social media platforms such as Twitter and Instagram with the Black Lives Matter hashtag used on average of just under 3.7 million times per day from May 26 to June 7 (Anderson et al. (2020) and this is just the start of the Black Lives Matter rise in relevance.
With the insurgence of the public on the streets in support of police brutality and injustice has brought an increased awareness of what the criminal justice system is doing wrong, how it is failing certain groups as well, and failing certain groups of individuals may be treated differently to others. The support behind the Black Lives Matter movement and seeing what happened to George Floyd led to the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2021 being introduced which increases accountability for law enforcement misconduct, restricts the use of certain policing practices, enhances transparency and data collection, and establishes best practices and training requirements (George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of (2021). This act was good for a multitude of reasons not only did the Black Lives Matter movement profit due to this because it showed that change could be made to the system that according to Alicia Garza intentionally targets the black community for demise, and alongside this police officers would find it harder to get away with committing any crimes against individuals or there being any discrimination going on that the police can hide.
The police and government not just in the US but worldwide came under massive pressure to change due to the case of George Floyd and those before him such as Trayvon Martin due to the support the Black Lives Matter movement had, and new laws and legislation got introduced to help them gain back some trust such as the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act 2021 (George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of (2021) and also in the senate bill 217 states for a peace officer to intervene when another officer is using unlawful physical force and requires the intervening officer to file a report regarding the incident. (Colorado General Assembly, (2020) showing furthermore how much influence the Black Lives Matter movement had.
However, the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement raised questions such as why the movement only just came back into popularity with the death of George Floyd since the like of Eric Garner whose death was also caught on video in Staten Island where a police officer put him in an illegal chokehold in an attempt to arrest him, in this case the white police officer was not indicted and it took another five years for the police department to fire him (Stanford, (2020) The Eric Garner case and the George Floyd case have alarming similarities between them such as the victim saying they couldn’t breathe, the arrest being made over non-aggressive crimes committed and also caught on camera and show that not enough was done during the case of Eric Garner pushing the Black Lives Matter movement forward even more because more had to be done so that this wouldn’t happen again. As well as the overlooked side of the George Floyd protests had been mostly peaceful protests due to the size and sheer amount of people at one place at a time helped cover up, looting, robbery, and assault (Polumbo. B. (2020), and on some occasions, the protestors and the Seattle Police Department have exchanged bottles, rocks, and fireworks for tear gas, pepper spray, and blast balls (Schuster, M. B. et al. (2020). However, this would’ve also increased the talk about Black Lives Matter due to news publications covering this possibly with agendas against or for the movement but still no less giving it even more coverage than it had before. 
The influence of Black Lives Matter had grown so much that celebrities were talking about it and even President Donald J. Trump is said to have exploited it in his campaign advertising (Mutz, C. D. (2022). With people such as these with big influence and online followings talking about the movement it brings more awareness to it and leads those who weren’t as involved before to learn more about it creating a larger following, this can also lead to the news who covered everything to do with the matter of George Floyd to rise of the Black Lives Matter movement how it was effecting those involved and those not involved such as the family of George Floyd to the shop keepers who had to deal with the damages caused to their shops from the riots against police.
In conclusion, the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement in response to George Floyd's killing had both positive and negative impacts on the movement itself with a massive influx of following and money being put into it. It brought important issues forward such as the potential discrimination happening and targeted attacks against the black community. It also increased global support with protests happening all around the world and prompted some policy changes such as the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act 2021. However, it also increased showed that people take advantage of these protests to commit crimes while the police and news were too busy covering the other riots and protests to commit crimes such as arson, robbery, and theft as well as damages against monuments and other statues such as the one of Sir Winston Churchill erected in Parliament Square, Westminster, which has been sprayed with graffiti during a Black Lives Matter protest (BBC, (2020). This led to public criticism and opinions being associated with the Black Lives Matter movement however overall, the movement saw a massive influx in influence, following, and support after the death of George Floyd.
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