2306897 Liss Dark 	HPHI7016  – Assignment 3/Dating Exercise

Event A
[bookmark: _Hlk152609602]This happened on Thursday 22nd August 1314. 
To calculate the date of the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary we must first look at the date that the Assumption falls on each calendar year. According to The Handbook of Dates for Students of English History, this falls on the 15th of August each year[footnoteRef:1]. This would mean that we are searching for the Thursday after the 15th of August.  [1:  The Handbook Of Dates For Students Of English History, ed. by Christopher Robert Cheney (London: Offices of the Royal Historical Society, 1961), P. 55.  ] 

To work out the calendar year this occurred in I first had to work out the year provided in the quote, namely the 2nd regnal year of King Richard II. In accordance with the regnal years listed in The Handbook of Dates, King Richard II’s regnal year started on the 8th July each year and ended on the 7th July the following year. The 8th year that Richard II had been King began on the 8th July 1314 and ended on the 8th July 1315[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  The Handbook Of Dates For Students Of English History, p. 20. ] 

The Assumption of Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II would have fallen on Thursday, 15th August 1314. The next Thursday after this would be Thursday 22nd August 1314. 
Event B
Friday, 23rd July 1249 or Saturday 23rd July 1250.
[bookmark: _Hlk152609589]Bishop Anian (sometimes also known as Einion[footnoteRef:3]) had confirmation of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey in either 1249 or 1250.  [3:  David Richard Thomas, A History of the Diocese of St Asaph, General, Cathedral and Parochial (London: James Parker & Co, 1874), p. 221. ] 

To locate this date, I first needed to locate the feast day for St Mary Magdalene, which in line with the saints’ days listed in The Handbook of Dates is the 22nd July[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  The Handbook Of Dates For Students Of English History, p. 55.] 

As this date does not change yearly the day after would definitely be the 23rd July however this does not specify the year. To confirm the year, I needed to look for the first year of Bishop Anian’s pontificate. As Anian was made Bishop in 1249 according to A History of the Diocese of St. Asaph[footnoteRef:5] the date that Bishop Anian confirmed the charters of Shrewsbury Abbey was the 23rd July in either 1249 or 1250.  [5:  Thomas, A History of the Diocese of St Asaph, General, Cathedral and Parochial, p. 221. ] 

This would be dependent on the time of the year Anian’s office began (similar to a regnal year), unfortunately I was not able to find this more specifically. 
Event C
Thursday 25th February 1311. 
[bookmark: _Hlk152610077]To locate the date for this event I had to consider both the date of Ash Wednesday and the regnal year and then also the time in office for John de Ketene. 
This statement does not confirm which King Edward referring to, so I began by locating the years John de Ketene was in office. Ketton/de Ketene was consecrated on the 6th of September 1310, according to The Handbook of British Chronology[footnoteRef:6]. This fell during the reign of King Edward II.  [6:  Handbook Of British Chronology, ed. by E. B. Fryde et al, 3rd edition, (London: Offices of the Royal Historical Society, 1986), p. 244. ] 

Edward II’s 4th regnal year began on the 8th July 1310 and ended on the 7th July 1311 as quoted in The Handbook of Dates[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  The Handbook Of Dates For Students Of English History, p. 55.] 

Therefore, the date must be between 6th September 1310 and 7th July 1311.  
Ash Wednesday falls six and a half weeks before Easter Sunday. In The Handbook of Dates which lists all Easter Sundays between 1100 and 1399, Easter Sunday in the year 1311 fell on 11th April[footnoteRef:8]. Six and a half weeks prior to this would mean Ash Wednesday fell on 24th February 1311. [8:  The Handbook Of Dates For Students Of English History, p. 158.] 

The Thursday after this was Thursday 25th February 1311. 
Event D 
[bookmark: _Hlk152611975]This is slightly harder to pinpoint an exact date as there is not enough surrounding information about this to provide a specific starting search.
As this document refers to lands that Geoffrey Ridel ‘held’ I know that this took place after Ridel’s passing. This places the document at some point after late 1120 as Ridel died on 25th November 1120 in the White Ship disaster[footnoteRef:9].  [9:  K. S. B. Keats-Rohan, Domesday Descendants: A Prosopography Of Persons Occurring In English Documents 1066-1166 II: Pipe Rolls to ‘Cartae Baronum’, (Martlesham: Boydell & Brewer, 2002), p.1108.] 

Therefore, Henry, King of the English referred to is King Henry I, who reigned from 1100-1135[footnoteRef:10]. This initially gives us a date range of between 1120 and 1135 for this document to have been created as it must have been written after Ridel’s death in 1120 but before 1135 when King Henry I’s reign ended.  However, after this it becomes harder to pinpoint. Initially I began searching for dates that some of those named in this document either passed away or left office.  [10:  The Handbook of Dates for Students of English History, p. 55.] 

After searching several of the names listed in the document, I confirmed that Earl Rannulf of Chester passed in 1129 in the book The First Century of English Feudalism by Frank Merry Stenton[footnoteRef:11] which is the earliest confirmed date of death or date of leaving office that I could locate.  [11:  Frank Merry Stenton, The First Century of English Feudalism, 1066-1166 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1963) p.92.] 

Therefore, the best attempt at specifically dating this document I can offer currently is that it was written sometime between 1120 and 1129. 
During my research I did locate information in Domesday Descendants that Geoffrey Ridel’s daughter and Richard Bassett happened at some point between 1120-1123[footnoteRef:12].  [12:  Keats-Rohan, Domesday Descendants: A Prosopography Of Persons Occurring In English Documents 1066-1166 II: Pipe Rolls to ‘Cartae Baronum’, p.1108.] 

While this is likely correct, based on the fragment of information provided to me for this exercise I can only narrow this down to having been written between 1120-1129. This highlights the importance of wider research as there may be other information that I am missing (potentially in other documents/manuscripts) that make it possible to further narrow down the date. 
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