In 200 words write the storyteller’s story.
Antilochus, swift of foot, came to bear tidings to Achilles. Him he found in front of his ships with upright horns, and unto him he spoke; “Woe is me, thou son of wise-hearted Peleus; grievous is the tidings thou must hear, such as I would had never been. Fallen lies Patroclus, and around his corpse are fighting - his corpse naked, his armour held by Hector of the flashing helm.”

A black cloud of grief enwrapped Achilles, and with both his hands he took the dark ash and threw it over his head and defiled his face, and himself in the dust lay he outstretched, mighty in his mightiness, and with his own hands he tore and marred his hair. Over and against him Antilochus wailed and shed tears, holding the hands of Achilles, for he feared that noble heart should bade him to cut his throat asunder with his knife.

Terribly did Achilles groan aloud, such that his queenly mother heard him as she sat in the depths of the sea beside her father, till she uttered a shrill cry and the goddesses thronged about her; even all the daughters of Nereus that were in the deep of the sea.[footnoteRef:0] [0:  Homer, Iliad. Book 18] 


In 300 words explain Homer using appropriate evidence, whether the story supports or subverts Athenian mores.
Stories are inevitably a reflection of the culture that produced them, either because they subvert established norms or because they support or include those norms. There is, in each case, speculation both modern[footnoteRef:1] and contemporary as to whether or not those stories do or do not subvert Athenian mores; such as the nature of the relationship between Achilles and Patroclus, given that Homer does not support or deny the idea of theirs being a pederastic relationship. [1:  Clarke, W. (1978). Achilles and Patroclus in Love. Pg 25] 


The idea that Achilles and Patroclus are in a pederastic relationship does support Athenian mores, as pederasty was a common and accepted relationship[footnoteRef:2] at the time. However, there is debate over which role which man played, as such relationships always had a dominant (erastḗs) partner, and a passive (erṓmenos) one1; contemporary works inspired by the Iliad, such as Aeschylus’ The Myrmidons, places Achilles as the erastḗs[footnoteRef:3], while others, such as in Plato’s Symposium, believed Patroclus was intended to be the dominant partner[footnoteRef:4]. Additionally, platonic companionship or comradeship, such as that expressed by Xenohpon[footnoteRef:5], also supports Athenian mores and customs. [2:  Hartmann, Elke (Berlin), “Homosexuality”, in: Brill’s New Pauly, Antiquity volumes]  [3:  Plut. Amatorius 5]  [4:  Plat. Sym. 180a]  [5:  Xen. Sym. 8.31] 


However, a more equal relationship would be subversive to Athenian mores as such a relationship between men was both uncommon and unaccepted, as shown by Plutarch in Amatorius where he condemns it as against nature3, so while their relationship would be commended if it was pederastic in nature[footnoteRef:6], any sexual relationship between men as would be accepted nowadays would have been seen as abhorrent at the time. [6:  Plat. Sym. 180b] 


Ultimately, the story does support Athenian mores if Achilles and Patroclus are taken as either comrades or as partners in a pederastic relationship - the former as it does not seem to challenge the established status quo of the time, and the latter as pederastic relationships were both accepted and encouraged.
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