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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work w
ith adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


In April 2016, the Welsh government introduced the Social Services and Well-Being Act  Wales (2014) (SSWB Act 2104)thus reforming the safeguarding legislation for Wales. Prior to this the Welsh Institute for Health and Social Care for Wales had published a review of ‘In Safe Hands(2000) (Magill,et al.,2010). The review concluded that  adult safeguarding ‘was partially effective, no longer appropriate and no sufficiently robust‘. The new legislation was reviewed in order to provide a more robust and effective method of safe guarding for both Adults and Children. 

Part 7 of the SSWBA Wales 2014 defines an adult at risk as 
· Is experiencing ,or is at risk of abuse and neglect
· Has needs for care and support
· As a result of those needs is un able to protect himself or herself against the abuse and neglect, or the risk of it.

In Section 134  of SSWB Act 2014,  it is stated that safeguarding of vulnerable adults is a statutory duty and in section 126, it also states that ,if the Local Authority has reason to believe that an adult is at risk, to f then the Local Authority has a duty to
“make (or cause to be made) whatever enquiries it thinks necessary to enable it to decide whether any action should be taken ( whether under this act or otherwise) and if so, what and by whom: and decide whether any such action should be taken. 
This is also reflected in Volume 6 of Handling Individual Cases to protect Adults at Risk (National Protocols and Procedures) which details the statutory guidance of ‘Working Together to Safeguard People’.
Other relevant legislation includes the Mental Health Act 1993, the Mental Capacity Act 2005 Domestic Abuse, Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 (although the title focuses on women, this act aims to improve arrangements for the prevention, protection, and support of all victims of domestic abuse and sexual violence in Wales, regardless of gender) and  the Female Genital Mutilation and the Modern Slavery Act 2015. In the UK, domestic violence legislation covers all victims, including men.
Local Authorities in Wales are obliged to implement the Welsh Language Act 1993, meaning that The Active Offer is to be considered and all services to be offered and provided in the medium of Welsh, if the service user so desires. 
 To further ensure the effectiveness of safeguarding in Wales, the Welsh Government created the National Independent Safeguarding Board which works alongside the Adult Safeguarding Board and the Children’s Safeguarding Board to ensure that the procedures continue to provide effectiveness in each regional area of Wales.  Each Local Authority is expected to maintain a high standard of safeguarding and the regional boards to provide recommendations as to how safeguarding can be improved in their local area. 
North Wales Safeguarding Adults Board (NWSAB) proposed that serious case reviews, policies and procedures should be carried out regionally, this also applies to Children’s safeguarding. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The fundamental difference between adult safeguarding and children’s safeguarding is the adults right to autonomy ( Ann Craft Trust,2018) and the right to refuse social care intervention even if it is not in their best interests to do so. The European Convention on Human Rights and The Human Rights Act 1998 stipulates that  adults have the choice of self-autonomy and only in cases where the adult is considered to be unable to make a decision that would benefit their best interests, the Local Authority would be able to make reasonable decisions, incorporating the wishes and feelings of the individual and maintaining their well-being through legal proceedings. Although giving the individual choice control and autonomy, there is the concern that the individual may not have the capacity to exercise these choices, resulting in poor decisions and inadequate safeguarding, this may not only affect the individual, but the public also (Green & Clarke, 2016). 
In the instance that an adult lacks capacity to inform their decision making, The Mental Capacity Act (2005) provides guidance as to how the adult can be supported with decision making, whilst still maintaining choice and well-being, ‘to support individual decision-making, allow choice in appointing substitute decision makers and promote decision making in a person’s best interest (Wilson Et al.,2011). 
 With the implementation of the Social Services and Well Being Act Wales 2014, adult safeguarding measures were introduced, such as Adult Protection and Support Orders (APSO). This measure is aimed to support adults that have suffered from abuse and neglect and their voice has not been heard in regards to their care and safeguarding, thus allowing the individual choice and control over the services being provided. 
This guidance is in accordance with Article 8 of the Human Rights Act (1998) where everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life and no interference by a public authority unless there is concerns for the well-being of the individual and the well-being of others. 
 The Act also states that the individuals well-being must be in accordance with their views, wishes and feelings ( Social Care Wales) 
Within the Social Services and Well Being Act Wales 2014, the policies and procedures for Adult safe-guarding are similar to those of Children’s safeguarding policies in so much as they identify adults at risk and ensure that the correct support and services are identified.
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