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Introduction

The purpose of this report is to understand the development of Llanelli and the links between economy, society and environment. Also evaluating economic development proposals for sustainable regeneration. This is going to be done by discussing, the historical development, changing fortunes, existing assets, structures and economic character, key stakeholders and interest groups and local/regional development strategies of Llanelli.

Historical Development

Before Llanelli became town, Llanelli was a broad agrian community with major landowners. Llanelli was an Arable land which means that the land was maintained by broad estates such as tenant formers and smaller family farms. Also Llanelli was a mining town, due to that there was also coal mines as well as fields in Llanelli but the coal mines back then was a small enterprise as it only administered an income for their families and no one else. In 1750, Wales was still very much an intense rural country. Which had a population of around about 500,000 (BBC Wales, 2014). The reason Llanelli was indicated to have all of the coal and metal works there is because the industry was successful as it had the resources such as the land – which have low lying coalfields rich in Bituminous coal which was near the estuary which is helpful for when the tram roads, tidal canals and the railways towards the will be developed, which was a good for Llanelli as it expanded rapidly and gave many local people jobs, the outcome of this was that it attracted more people to the area, through promise of employment which was good as this would bring in the  money - This is good because you will need it for the start-up costs, to bring new and existing technologies and invest in new enterprises that may come along (Touchstone Heritage Management Consultants, 2001). However, as the UK went into de-industrialisation due to the demand for coal, tin and copper deteriorated. This led to 140,00 men made redundant and South Wales lost 241 mines at the same time which shows the demise of the coal industry in the UK. Due to the huge number of unemployed people, one of the knock-on effects of the unemployed people is the cost to the local area such as the benefit support which then is then going in the direction of loss money to spend in the area. The shops then begin to struggle and then eventually close, there are also social implications which consist of poor health, anti-social behaviour and drug abuse.

When Llanelli became a town it was booming as they had local corner shops, local cafes, pubs, cinema, and bakeries which were not owned by a chain store organisation and this was good for the community as they could access these easy as they were located in the town centre and Llanelli was full of townhouses which gave the local shops a bit of good business coming in as they could have possibly had quite few customers come in. However, in the 1960’s and the 1970’s, many of the original buildings were demolished to so that they can make space for a few new developments. From the demolishment project the eighteenth century Llanelly House is one of the few recognisable historic buildings left in the town centre (Bannon, 2019).


Changing fortunes

One of the new developments that was built after they demolished the majority of old Llanelli was the first phase of Parc Trostre development which began in 1988, with the supermarket Tesco’s opening its doors in March 1989.  In present time Parc Trostre is fully functional and has a lot of shops such as Asda Living, Boots, Card Factory, Debenhams, DW Sports Fitness, McDonalds, JD Sports, New Look and Next also WH Smiths etc. Recently they built a Primark in Trostre in 2017, which has made Trostre an even more alluring destination for younger shoppers and when Primark first opened its doors more than 300 people were queued outside. Also, the most recent development that has been built is a Burger King (Parc Trostre, 2019).

The benefits of Parc Trostre being built is that it created a lot of jobs in the area of Llanelli, it is giving the community of Llanelli an easier shopping experience as all of the shops are all in one place next to each other and another advantage is that you can park there for free (Willis, 2017). The disadvantages of Parc Trostre being built is that because it is out of town, it has taken the business out of town. For example, there used to be a McDonald’s and WH Smiths in town, but they have now moved to Trostre. Due to Trostre being known as a busy shopping area, this is causing quite a bit of traffic congestion which is then causing pollution int the atmosphere, as the shops are all next to each other this means that it gets busy on weekends and during the holiday seasons, which causes the shops and the corridors to become crowded which makes the shopping experience a bit more difficult as you can move around as easy as you’d like to especially if you have a pram, mobility scooter or a wheelchair. Also having the all in one shopping experience is causing a footfall in Llanelli town centre which is shown by the shops becoming closed down and having boarded windows and rusty shutters. Also another disadvantage is that it is changing the ways of the community due to the fact that people are no longer walking into town and making a day of it, people now just drive to big chain stores get what they need and then get going (Eser, 2018). 

A community is a group who recognise their interconnectedness, have an interest among members, have a shared respect for individual differences, have a shared commitment towards each other’s well being and share each in group making decisions as well as in the responsibility for the actions of the community and to support each other in the community (Christensen, 2018).  Llanelli’s fortune has changed the ways of the community as was stated previous and it is changing it by people are moving away for work, the remaining community that is there is struggling with increased rates of unemployment and the rising levels of deprivation, there is also a increased rate of anti-social behaviour such as drug abuse and alcoholism due to the increased rates of unemployment and deprivation and there could be new people moving into the area also there could be loss of generations, as the mining community is getting older now and are potentially struggling with health conditions which could have been created due to the bad working conditions in the mines. However, the community is trying to become a community who support each other again by overcoming these issues by bringing in chain stores into the town centre to bring more people into the town centre and this will also bring in jobs (Bannon, 2019). The community are also trying to tackle the issue of antisocial behaviour by getting together and create an organisation to keep the teenagers and young adults off of the streets and this organisation is called Choose Life and it was founded by Alan Andrews who used to be involved with drugs in the past, so he is trying to shape the teenagers and young adults by his own past experiences (Carmarthenshire Carers Forum, 2019). They are also trying to solve the living conditions and decrease the rates of deprivation in Llanelli by having Carmarthenshire County Council to give them the green light on a new affordable housing development site in Llanelli which consists of a 34 house scheme which is made up of 28 bedroom homes and six four bedroom homes also an ongoing progress will be to deliver a thousand more homes across the county by 2021 (Cooper, 2018).

Existing assets, structures and economic character

There are a few existing assets and structures in Llanelli but the main ones that are going to be focused on is the Wetland Centre, Millennium Coastal Park, Llanelly House, Stradey Castle and Parc Y Scarlets. The Wetland Centre used to be unused farmland. They began constructing Trostre Wetland in 1984 and it opened in 1991. They decided to open in Trostre as it is not likely to suffer from pollution such as oil spills from ships. The area around the Wetlands is all saltmarsh which is good for the birds, they have also further developed the habitats for specific birds. Due to the different birds they are getting a lot of visitors and tourists roughly 70,000 (WWT, 2019). The Millennium Coastal Parc was created to commemorate the turn of the new millennium and this was funded by the National Lottery, Carmarthenshire County Council, the former Welsh Development Agency, the Welsh Assembly and the European Union. In just over a decade, the 22 kilometres of coastline along the Loughor estuary has been changed into a unique array of landscape which is the visible features of an area of land, it’s landforms and hoe they integrate with natural or manmade features such as tourist attractions, wildlife habitats and leisure facilities. Also, to attract people to the Millennium Coastal Park in the past there has been sponsored walks and sponsored cycles along the Millennium Coastal Park (whereinllanelli.co.uk, 2014).

As previously stated, the eighteenth century Llanelly House is one of the few recognisable historic buildings left in the town centre. This has now been renovated into a bistro with a unique atmosphere to go with the Georgian surroundings. They also have tours around the Llanelly House  to make history come back to life by finding out about the past residents of the house and how they shaped the town and the industrial landscape of South Wales (Plas Llanelly House, 2018). Stradey Castle is a historic structure near Llanelli and it is the home of the Mansel Lewis family. The house has not changed since it was constructed by the family in around 1850. This is good for Llanelli as it can be often used for wedding receptions, celebration lunches and teas and outdoor events due to the Castle being surrounded by parkland and a woodland garden which includes a large gathering of trees and shrubs. Also the Stradey Castle can attract tourists due to the heritage tours of the Castle which consist of a fine collection of Victorian Art and the grounds are a regular feature. Also it can be possible to book your own private tour (Historic Houses, 2018). Also another existing asset and structure is the Parc Y Scarlets. Llanelli is one of the most famous rugby towns in the world and their team is the Scarlets that officially represent the whole of West Wales, and the Scarlets moved from Stradey Park to the newly built Parc Y Scarlets at the end of November 2008. This will change the fortunes in Llanelli due to people coming all around to come and watch the matches in the stadium, it also brings income to the shops as there are shops all around the area of Parc Y Scarlets, you have got Trostre next to the stadium (PARC Y SCARLETS, 2019). 

Llanelli is the largest town in both the county of Carmarthenshire and the preserved county of Dyfed and Llanelli want to make Llanelli have a great economic character by having an economic strategy by building resilience, and they will re-establish Llanelli as a furnace of innovation and industry in Wales. This strategy consists of growth in sectors and this can be done by having a better understanding of where future growth is predicted or needed which can include robotics and automation, cyber security, big data, the codification and financial markets and genomics. Included with these are urgent global issues such as climate change, ageing populations, food and water scarcity and obesity, which can offer opportunities for Llanelli to position itself as an innovator of products and services with global potential (Waters, 2017). Also Llanelli is trying to improve its economic character by having a better understanding of The Well-being of Future Generations Act (Wales) Act and this was developed so that it can improve the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales. This is done by making public bodies that are listed to think more about the long term, have more suitable methods to work better with people and communities and with each other, look to prevent problems and to take a more joined up approach and this should all be done in a sustainable way (Welsh Government, 2016). Another way Llanelli can improve their economic character is by encouraging start-ups and the development of this method begins with the attraction and refinement of small businesses in Llanelli, as recently there is a high number of active chain store enterprises in Llanelli (Waters, 2017).

Key stakeholders and interest groups 

The key stakeholders in Llanelli is the Llanelli Town Council and they have started up a programme called Llanelli Community Partnership which includes members, who are volunteers and stakeholders within five electoral wards in Llanelli and they are Bigyn, Glanymor, Elli, Lliedi and Tyisha. This Community Partnership has a population of twenty-five thousand and one hundred and sixty eight which makes up 13.7% of the population of Carmarthenshire. This partnership is a good idea as it is run by volunteers and stakeholders so then that will mean that the community can have a say in what they would or would not like for their local town. The chair of the partnership is Paolo Piana (Llanelli Town Council, 2019). However, the main stakeholder you want to keep satisfied for regeneration is the Welsh Government. The ones that need to be managed closely are local councils, investors, CEO’s of companies and the ones you want to monitor is the press and leaders of the group. Also, the ones that must be kept informed in what is going on are the neighbours and the local community.





Local/regional development strategies

[bookmark: _GoBack]As previously stated, a local development has been given a green light to go ahead by the council and this development strategy is to build new affordable housing development site in Llanelli which consists of a 34 house scheme which is made up of 28 bedroom homes and six four bedroom homes also an ongoing progress will be to deliver a thousand more homes across the county by 2021. Also joint with the houses they are going to put in a new wetland pond and a new park with children’s play equipment as well. Also, the plans also include a 64,560 donation so it can improve educational facilities at Ysgol Bryn Teg and Bryngwyn school (Cooper, 2018).

Another strategy to regenerate Llanelli would be to improve their economic character and this is done by having an economic strategy by building resilience, and they will re-establish Llanelli as a furnace of innovation and industry in Wales. This strategy consists of growth in sectors and this can be done by having a better understanding of where future growth is predicted or needed which can include robotics and automation, cyber security, big data, the codification and financial markets and genomics. Included with these are urgent global issues such as climate change, ageing populations, food and water scarcity and obesity, which can offer opportunities for Llanelli to position itself as an innovator of products and services with global potential (Waters, 2017). Also, Carmarthenshire County Council are looking to develop and regenerate their local towns by doing a Local Development plan which consists of identifying any possible meaningful economic, environmental and social effects so that it can suggest reasonable measures to minimise the positive ones. This Local Development Plan is trying to promote a more sustainable development and foster a more comprehensive and transparent process this plan to go ahead (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2018).

One of the regional plans is a Regional Plan for regeneration for South West Wales and this consists of supporting projects that are promoting economic regeneration, and this includes creating jobs, enhancing skills and employability and creating the right environment so that businesses can grow and succeed. This plan is trying to regenerate Llanelli by decreasing the high the high ratings of deprivation, and this going to be done by reducing the number of vacant properties and guaranteeing its sustainable future (Carmarthenshire County Counicl, 2017).

Future opportunities for Llanelli

Our group went on a fieldtrip to Llanelli town centre on the 26th of March 2019. During our fieldtrip we went around asking people questions such as do you live local? Do you like the town and what would you like changed in the town? According to our surveys what we found is that the local people that we asked like their town and do not want anything changed. However, the people that we asked that were not local said that it isn’t a close community like what it used to be and they would like them to do something with the coastal path and put activities at North Dock and Pembrey Beach for the children to do as there is not much for them to do there.
Conclusion

The purpose of this report has been met as it explains about Llanelli’s historical development and that was discussed by discussing what Llanelli was like before and the Industrial Revolution and how the town centre has gone downhill. This was done by discussing the fortune changes that Llanelli  have had such as how Trostre has taken business out of the town, increased rates of unemployment and the rising levels of deprivation, there is also an increased rate of anti-social behaviour such as drug abuse and alcoholism due to the increased rates of unemployment and deprivation. The purpose has also been met as the report discusses about a few existing assets and structures in Llanelli and they are the Wetland Centre, Millennium Coastal Park, Llanelly House, Stradey Castle and Parc Y Scarlets. Also, the key stakeholders and interest groups, local/regional development strategies and future opportunities have been discussed from the information that was gathered in our surveys.
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