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For my dissertation, I propose to write about the evolution of Feminism (REF), from the first wave to the third wave specifically looking at the way they portray their views within their art. Some of the main reasons for wanting to complete this research is to see how times have changed for women and the way they express themselves through art using different mediums; from 1900’s suffragettes to 21st century feminists. 

I believe that there’s an issue with today’s society, with the possibility that feminism is going too far. This will be important when looking closely at the types of feminists that exist in today’s world. Just looking at 2018 alone, feminism has had a huge impact on society, as we have celebrated 100 years of the women’s vote. However, the gender pay gap has been making headlines for the wrong reasons, with well-known companies such as the BBC and Ryanair, not paying women as much as their male colleagues.  

‘Ryanair has revealed a gender pay gap of 72% – the worst in the airline industry – with women making up only 3% of the top quarter of earners at the budget airline.’ (Guardian, 2018).

The BBC also highlighted the same problem in 2018 and expressed how the gender pay gap reflects badly not just on the women but also the business’ and companies who are failing to provide modern day equality in the workplace.

‘The gender pay gap represents a productivity gap. It's bad for women who lose out on potential earnings and career opportunities but also bad for businesses who are failing to properly recruit, promote and reward women’ (BBC, 2018).

The keywords that I have chosen that represent what I will be researching are, Feminism, Male Gaze and Protest. I will be looking at these key words in depth looking closely and evaluating how they link with one another in Art. 

I will be exploring the three waves of feminism, the empowerment of women uniting together to create a voice, looking at what they have achieved throughout all waves. But also questioning how inequality still exists in the 21st century. I will be discussing the pressure that women had and still have, specifically looking at femininity, beauty and how women are used as a subject of art – something that is used in advertising. 

‘Women are, therefore, to be considered either as moral beings, or so weak that they must be entirely subjected to the superior faculties of men. 
Let us examine this question. Rousseau declares that a woman should never, for a moment, feel herself independent, that she should be governed by fear to exercise her natural cunning, and made a coquettish slave in order to render he a more alluring object of desire, a sweeter companion to man, whenever he chooses to relax himself.’ (Wollstonecraft, M, 1792:58)

Mary Wollstonecraft is known to be the grandmother of British Feminism, as she’s well known for writing, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman: With Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects (1792), questioning the little to hardly any power that women have. In this particular quote, Wollstonecraft states that Jean-Jacques Rosseau believes that a woman’s only strength is their ability to deceive and manipulate men, meaning that women’s only purpose in life is to look pretty and to obey men. This is a topic I would like to research in more depth, specifically looking at why men hated or could be seen as fearing women who could gain power. Wollstonecraft also looks at the big stigmas against women who were well educated. Back in the 18th century, Wollstonecraft wanted women to receive the same privileges as men and to become equal members of society. 

‘It is time to effect a revolution in female manners—time to restore to them their lost dignity—and make them, as a part of the human species, labour by reforming themselves to reform the world.’ (Wollstonecraft, M, 1792:84). 

There is no way this type of change would ever make the world worse, it can only make things better as I believe this quote has impacted women, creating the first wave of feminism in the 19th century (a whole century after Wollstonecraft wrote this book). This lead to women fighting for equal rights and helped achieve the right to vote. This quote has made women realise they deserve the right to contribute to society and should be treated as equal to men. 

‘By decapitating the woman, or fragmenting her body into decontextualized sexual parts, she becomes an unquestionably passive object to the male gaze. The question of her consent is removed completely alongside her head, and her purpose becomes solely that of being looked at by men obediently. Her value is that only of her sexual appeal to men, and not of her personhood.’ (Headless Women of Hollywood, 2016).  

Co-Writer of Handmaid’s Tale: The Musical (2018) Marcia Belsky started a project called ‘The Headless Women of Hollywood’ (http://headlesswomenofhollywood.com/), 
which brings attention to images of women that seem to be headless in film, TV, book covers and advertisements. This fragmentation of a woman’s body is being sexualised focussing particularly on the breasts, bum and lips, separating all parts of the female body, making it an object. I believe this is another problem that runs alongside photo shopping female celebrities/models, making their breasts bigger or their waist smaller, creating an unrealistic feature that some women feel the pressure to achieve.

Similarly, to feminism, the male gaze is something that I believe all women can relate too. This is something I would like to expand on and research more in depth as to why artists, media companies and advertisements, use the woman’s body as a subject rather than creating an identity; something we often see in movie posters, TV adverts and magazines in 2018, creating this image of a perfect body, which creates more pressure for women, affecting them in different ways. As well as looking at recent advertisements and art within the last century, I will also be looking at other artists and paintings like, Woman in Black at the Opera (1879), Mary Cassatt, and The Luncheon on the Grass (1862-1863), Édouard Manet. These are just some of the paintings that I will be looking at from the 19th century. I will be analysing the paintings particularly investing the male gaze, comparing them to other art pieces throughout the years. 

Judy Chicago, Barbra Kruger and The Guerrilla Girls are only a small number of female artists that were a large influence on the second wave of feminism. They had a big impact on society, creating art using different materials and processes to get a message across, including gender equality, reproductive rights and worker rights.  This helped change views on women’s rights and create a voice for all women. I believe protests have helped the movement of feminism within the last century. I will be comparing ways in which women protested back then to now. An example of this is, the suffragettes making banners from cloth and stitch as it was a skill that women were taught from a young age and working in mills and factories. Another example is Women’s March that occur, protecting women’s rights, safety and health, recognising the diverse communities that come together to create the strength of our country. The Pussy Hat Project, (https://www.pussyhatproject.com/) is an iconic symbol of support and solidarity for women’s rights. It’s a project created to express activism at Women’s Marches across the world, creating more ways to give women a voice to those who feel voiceless and powerless while helping them achieve real gender equality. 

‘I identified the historical hierarchical division of the arts into fine arts and craft as a major force in the marginalisation of women’s work.’ (Parker, R, 1984:7). Rozika Parker wrote The Subversive Stitch: Embroidery and the Making of the Feminine (1984), which covers the importance of materials in everyday lives, which comfort and protect us. Parker explains how we have an intimate connection with materials, as cloth carries humans from cradle to grave. Although, this covers the importance of fine art and materials in the working world, it also highlights the problem of segregating fine arts and materials to women and their working role. "the behaviour expected and encouraged in women, though obviously related to the biological sex of the individual, is shaped by society." (Parker, R, 1984:3). Women were expected to obey their husbands alongside domestic duties such as, cleaning and mending clothes. Resulting that women didn’t need an education, and were expected to marry after being taught skills passed down through generations to become the ‘perfect housewife’. 

The methodology that I will be using to collect my data for this research will mainly be secondary sources from online articles, documentaries and books from the universities library. I would also look into creating my own primary source, by creating questionnaires targeted at women of all ages to get their opinion on the male gaze, as this is something that will be an integral part of my research. I believe a questionnaire on this topic will be an intriguing primary source, as I could potentially receive contrasting views on a public interest matter. I will be looking at paintings, adverts, posters and other medias (REF) from then and now and comparing them, looking closely at how they portray women as a subject rather than an individual. 

Some books that I feel will be important to my dissertation are: A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), Mary Wollstonecraft; The Subversive Stitch: Embroidery and the Making of the Feminine (1984), Rozsika Parker; Why Have There Been No Great Women Artists? (1971), Linda Nochlin. This is alongside evaluating artwork by Barbara Kruger, Mary Cassatt, The Guerrilla Girls, Mary Beth Edelson and Margaret Harrison. These are just some of the key materials I will be analysing and researching for me to achieve my proposal. I have specifically chosen these books because they target the key areas of my research: Feminism, Male Gaze, Protest and Design Gaze. 

In conclusion, I have decided that the question that I will be answering in my dissertation will be, ‘How does the design gaze change the way that we look at women’s identity?’. I will be looking closely at how the design gaze has affected the way we look at a woman’s identity and the pressure that is put on women. I believe the design gaze is something that has always been around, and it’s used to manipulate and deceive people’s interests. I believe this is a key aspect of the subject matter which is why I will be investigating it further in my dissertation. I will be investigating and comparing different medias within the last century, and specifically how they change the way we view a woman’s identity to please the male gaze. The results that I expect to find will help explain the effect the design gaze has on feminism. While completing the research, I will also be expecting to find how a woman’s identity has changed throughout different waves of feminism.
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