In 1509 on the ship coming back to Britain King James the sixth was shaken to his core due to the storm that battered and nearly sank the ship he and his new wife, Ann of Denmark was on. This traumatic event led him to believe that it was an act of witchcraft. This was later confessed by a group of witches known as the “north Berwick witches” who confessed under torture to “sabotaging” the ship King James and, now queen, Ann of Denmark was on with a ritual of sorts to cause that storm(Source 1, no date, p. 1) this narrative while mostly true resulted in the executions of 4,000 in Scotland alone (Goodare et al., 2010)people who were mostly women but also some men. These executions were known as “witch trials” and although it is true that the witch craft act was solidified into law in 1563 it became much more prevalent in 1590. The act was only repealed in 1763(Machielsen, 2022) but as stated in that time there were 4,000 documented executions due to the crime of being a witch. This state sanctioned coordinated killing is normally thought to be an act of justice as these people were actually practicing witchcraft, blighting crops and sinking ships. But it is important to keep in mind that these people were not witches in fact all of these people who were executed were more likely people that suffered from mental illnesses or other types who lived on the fringes of society(Franks, 2017). Moving on to the modern day the concept of witches has greatly changed in the moder era. There are examples of stories about witches being fictionalised into interesting stories that are marketed towards children such as the popular “Harry potter series”. These fictional stories often tend to ignore the more gruesome realty of the witch trials. This has been a common theme among how the tourism sector views the concept of witches and the very real events of the witch trials within Scotland. An example of this disregard for the reality of what happened, is the Scottish memorial fountain within Edinburgh which is a small fountain which depicts the witches as poor misguided souls who were taken by the devil. The fountain uses a dualistic representation as if to say that the witch hunters only killed a few innocents when I reality all the men and women executed were innocent of the crime of being a witch.(Admin, 2022) so the concept of a “witch” and how it was used to victimise mostly women and some men and how that is affecting the modern day as the one of the darker forms of heritage in the world today.

As previously mentioned the witchcraft act was codified into law in 1553(Goodare et al., 2010)but its usage in Scotland only came to prominence in 1590 in which over four thousand people were executed. This mass killing was wholly endorsed and sanctioned by James the first in which it was wholly sanctioned by him and was the only European monarch who wrote a treatise on the subject(Anglo, 2012) this treatise explained that witches were the enemy and must be eradicated. It is important to note that although yes this was a state sanctioned reason for execution it was the local governments that had the judicial power to find, convict and execute witches(Franks, 2017) of course there is also many forms of witchcraft that was put into a manual such as the witch hunters manual which was used by the local governing bodies in order to reason what a witch is and who the local witch was(MacDonald, 2014). It is true that the witches who were persecuted were given trials but that was mostly kangaroo court cases due to the nature of the crime being technically unproveable. These courts more resembled a detective explain how he solved the case then a trial as is known in the modern day(Machielsen, 2022). Of course there are more specific examples of convicted and executed witches as there is the most influential one, at least for Scotland, “ the North Berwick Witches” these people were based in Berwick and was the group which was accused of being responsible for the attempt on King James the sixth and his wife Ann of Denmark on their way back from Denmark and their wedding(Source 1, no date, p. 1). These accusations are almost objectively false as king James was accusing these women of conjuring a storm in order to sink their sailing vessel into the water committing an act of witch based regicide in the process(Scottish Witch Trials: I the Witches of North Berwick 25 Juridical Review 1913,)  it Is important to state that the witches of Berwick did in fact confess to the alleged attempt but this confession was under torture and therefore its less likely that the witches of Berwik did this act rather than they confessed to bring an end to the intense pain(Scottish Witch Trials: I the Witches of North Berwick 25 Juridical Review 1913,),
“Agnes Sampson was one of those accused of trying to kill James using witchcraft. During her confession she claimed that she attached parts of a corpse to a cat, sailed to sea in a sieve, then put the cat into the sea to create a storm to shipwreck the king.”(Source 1, no date)
This quote is an example of the confession that one of the witches of Berwick gave in order to halt the pain she endured during torture but the details of the “ritual” paints a bleak picture of what witch craft looked like. Which is in strict contrast to the witchcraft of the modern era. Although the concept of witchraft still tries to keep the roots of concept but now has become more a term for general occultism(Kiernan, 2006) in the modern day.

Moving towards the modern era there has been some notable strides made in the rectifying of the wrong that the witch hunters had made in Scotland. An example of this is the Prime Minister Nichola Sturgeon who made a formal apology and automatic pardon to the witches that were executed in Scotland from the year 1563 to 1736. The victims of the witch hunters pardoned although retroactively as these people were long since executed. Bud it was a simple that represented acknowledgement of the tragedy that befell Scotland during those times. There have been discussions on the pardoning and how effective it actually is with its reparations are for example Machielson discusses the recent pardon and apology given by Nichola sturgeon in Scotland for the injustice committed against them for the crime of witchcraft 

Witchcraft did not exist. Pardoning long-dead witches will not help them, but if we decide that it will help us as a society we should officially acknowledge the injustice. The case for witch museums, memorials, even street names is similarly strong. They can foster reflection about the negative impact of our own biases and prejudices on others – especially the vulnerable “other” – in the present.(Machielsen, 2022)

 Machielson articulates the value of reflecting on our past as way of influencing the present as well as coming to terms with difficult heritage. The venerable “other” that Machielson refers to is a the non dominant socio economic class that is oppressed in moder day society. He believes that with the help of these memorials and these acknowledgements that we can foster a society that will allow us to empathise more effectively with each other and foster better understanding. While that is the macro view of this there is also the very real link to women that the witch trials have although it is a fact that the people who were executed for being witches were not the all women in fact some were men it was predominantly women who were executed for being a witch this was often because women were and still are oppressed within Scottish society today. This leads to a more feminist view of the witch trials and their tragedy as its seen as an attempt to cull women that were deemed unwanted. This concept actually bled into Nichola Sturgeon speech when formally pardoning women during international women’s day in 2022 however Michielson argues that if the narrative that the witch trials were a culling of only woman will distort tha narrative away from what the actual history is in a albeit accidental, but still dangerous rewrite. The exact quote goes.
The deep misogyny of the witch-hunts is not in doubt, but the workings of the patriarchy were (and are) complex. It was also by no means the hunt’s only driver: the worsening climate, growing economic inequality and tensions within communities all played important roles.(Machielsen, 2022)
while it is true that there was violence against women during these hunts, it is important to be wary of manipulating the narrative in order to suit the needs of modern political agendas. The narrative of the Scottish witch hunts as large scale violence against women may be seen as a useful narrative in the on-going fights for women’s rights today however it is important to be careful. Although the fight for the rights of women is an extremely important topic that demands its singular attention it does not mean that distorting the historical  narrative in order to service an agenda, despite how altruistic the reasoning may seem.
As mentioned there is a modern day political movement in the current day in the form of “the witches of Scotland Campaign” which is a political campaign who are dedicated to getting the witches of Scotland pardoned and recognised as well as a national monument in the capital city Edinburgh (Home, no date) this movement has garnered some momentum as they have achived one of their goals in the form of a formal apology and pardon in the Scottish parliament and legal system. This movement although it generally small as there is no real persivible need for a lot of people. The movement seems to be here to stay and will continue to snow ball over time and allow for their second goal to be attained which is a memorial be erected in a major area in Scotland which pays respect to the executed witches.
Memorial are a very interesting topic as there are a multitude of witches memorials that already exist but a new, more esoteric one is the brand new Tartan design that has been made for Scottish witches and victims of the witch hunts. The Tartan cloth has had meaning within Scottish culture for hundreds of years, but the Scottish witches were given their own pattern to honour the tortured fallen and to officially recognise their executions. But there is actually more than one memorial for the Scottish witches for example there is the witches fountain in Edinburgh which is the most famous example of a memorial for witches but does have issues like depicting the people executed as witches instead of victims of a crime they could not hope to commit(Admin, 2022) these memorials are actually meant for the local executions and there are no nationally recognised memorials for the witches throughout scotland. The memorial is a fountain which has a twin snake and a flower bed which, along with the other symbols on the fountain are meant to show that the witches were actually healers or just trying to help. This still shows that these men and women are still believed to be witches and practitioners of occult magics but that was simply not the case and it has been argued by groups such as the witches of scotland political group that it is not the correct way to honour the people who were executed.
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there are also a few other monuments such as the Statue in Prestonpans which is located within East Lothian this statue creates a powerful image of a women who is made of plants presenting a book. Although this statue is a pleasant statue to look at it still adds an ethereal aspect to the witch trials and not for what they which is a large scale and systematic and system supported killing of these innocent people over  the course of a few hundred years (Admin, 2022) this is a continuing theme for Scottish memorials attributed to the victims of the Scottish witch trials  with other memorials being a sewage cap or still presenting the witches in an esoteric light and not the truth of what these witches are, which are victims of state sanctioned torture and execution for a crime that was no committed.
The tourism aspect of the witches is important to keep in mind as creating and educative and respectful it is imperative that anew national monument Is made. Not only would this satisfy the goals of the witches of Scotland political movement(Home, no date) it would also educate the people who have common misconceptions about the witches in Scotland on the topic. A better statue for the witches of Scotland would take inspiration from other memorials. In a similar vein which would list the names of the people who were executed under the law. The names of the men and women would be carved onto a large stone monolith made of a blackened granite and would be placed in the towns that the men and women were executed in. if a step further was taken then there would be specific monoliths with specific names of the people that were executed from those respective towns and cities on them and in Edinburgh there would be a large collection of monoliths in a formation with every single name of the victims of the law that were tortured and killed. The point of this idea is to sell the severity of the people who lived and dies under this law and not to take away from the fact that the witch bunters found and tortured theses men and women into confession in order to kill them and take their lives even if the Scottish do apologise there is no point in hiding from the past and it is better to face ones actions. Alternatively, there could be a more friendly way to  memorialise these people for example there could an attempt to rectify the past and have it brought people together in order to foster community which the witch trials deeply discouraged. In a time where we are more divided than ever it is good to have a place to congregate in the form of a small are such as a park or a fountain with a statue in the middle depicting a woman on the water  this would be in reference to the people who died and would create an area for people to walk and be together in. ideally this area would not incorporate anti homeless architecture as a way to honour the witches who were often on the outer ring of society(81 ‘Witches’ Pardoned in Prestonpans, Scotland, no date).
The tricky thing about memorials like these is that there is no way to please everyone or get everything right unless there is an almost endless amount of for planning being done. in order to appease the most amount of people possible the amount of research done here is imperative, but it should be noted that even more research should be required for the actual erection of his monument if there is ever one that gets erected. However, there is a possibility that there will be one that gets erected if the momentum that groups such as the witches of Scotland have acquired over the last couple of years. If this monument does get erected, it is safe to say that an extremely large group of people all believe together that it should be done in a way that does not change the narrative of history and this all stays as respectful to the men and woman who were executed as possible. It is extremely important that the narrative be kept as close to the truth as is known in order for this piece of regrettable history to not be repeated or co opted by anyone who wished to used this time period for their own political gain.
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