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CHAPTER 6

The Last Temptation of Christ

‘It is accomplished.’ Jesus in The Last Temptation of Christ

—

When be gave three Guardian Lectures in Britain in January 1987,
Scorsese spoke with bitter passion about his failure to get The Last
Temptation of Christ under way. He was not going to give up, but there

 seemed little chance of supportina Hollywood that thought in fish out of
water’ formulae and clearly preferred him to make The Color of Money
with Newman and Cruise. But within weeks of bis leaving Britain, certain
that bis next film would be the Wise Guy adaptation, a new alignment in
the power elite of Hollywood itself would bring the opportunity that had
so long eluded him.

Although I'd heard about Kazantzakis’s book when I was a student at
NYU, it was Barbara Hershey and David Carradine who gave it to me
when we’d finished shooting Boxcar Bertha in 1972.% At that time there
was an incredible feeling of spirituality in America, and we thought that
making a film of it would help to bring about change. It took me a number
of years to read it — I liked it so much I didn’t want to finish it! — and I
finally reached the end while visiting the set of The Meadow, the Taviani
, Brothers’ film, in Florence in 1979. :

N -1 found the representation of Christ, stressing the human side of His
i - nature-without denying that He is God, the most accessible to me. His
. divine side doesn’t fully comprehend what the human side has to do; how
E N He has to transform Himself and eventually become the sacrifice on the
" cross—Christ the man only learns about this a little at a time. In the whole
= first section of the book, He is acting purely on human emotions and
(o human psychology, so He becomes confused and troubled. I thought this
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