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Understanding consent and battery in the Uk 
In this assignment I will be demonstrating an understanding on consent and battery in the Uk. I will be evaluating the concept of consent in the Uk by talking about relevent cases involving battery. The purpose of this assignment is to show that I have an understanding on the topic on what consent and battery is I will be talking about the legal framework, ethical considerations and society implications that relate to cases of battery in the Uk, I will also show a great understanding on the actus reus and men's rea involving the relevent cases in the Uk. During the assignment I will be arguing my point towards certain cases on how the outcome was treated and if it should have been different and showing that my points that I have made are relevent towards consent and battery in the Uk.
[bookmark: _Int_Ha9DtbUn]Consent according to the Crown Prosecution Service (2023) is when “Someone consents to vaginal, anal or oral penetration only if s/he agrees by choice to that penetration and has the freedom and capacity to make that choice.” This is defined from the section 74 sexual offence 2023 act which states that consent is when you are allowing another person who could be your legal partner or a one-night stand to have permission to have intercourse with you. Without consent having sex would be classed as rape, rape comes under the sexual offence act of 2003. If you were found guilty of rape, you could be sentenced for at least “15 years” according to Stuart millers' solicitors (2023). You must be 16 and older to give legal consent in the Uk. Valid consent is saying yes freely to give your information out. An example of this is from the information commissioner office (2023) where they say that “An individual submits an online survey about their eating habits.” This is basically saying that they are willingly giving information to a company which is a valid consent. The importance of emphasis of informed and voluntary consent is when they give consent to participate in an activity such as doing volunteer work like working in a charity shop. 
Battery according to the Ison Harrison solicitor's (2023) states that “battery is committed when a person intentionally and recklessly applies unlawful force to another” for example causing GBH or ABH to an individual is a type of battery. The difference between ABH and GBH is one is more serious than the other, if you were to cut an individual or course bruises that would be classed as ABH but if you were to batter or stab an individual that would be classed as GBH. Battery is an offence under Section 39 of the criminal justice act 1988 and if found guilty of battery the maximum imprisonment is 6 months according to E law resources (2023). Section 47, s.20 and s.18 are acts that are apart from the offences against a person act 1861. As shown from grey and co solicitors “actual Bodily Harm (ABH) Section 47 offences are more serious than common assault charges but less severe than Grievous Bodily Harm (GBH) offences” an example of assault that would come under s.47 is pushing someone over and trip and bruise or fracture a bone in their body. S.20 under oapa is the unlawful and malicious wounding or inflicting grievous bodily harm (GBH)- without intent and example of this offence is when going to punch someone and they go flying causing them serious injuries. S.18 is “wounding with intent to cause grievous bodily harm” according to the sentencing council (2023) this is like s.20 but your intent to hurt someone for example fracturing someone's skull or hitting someone with a wooden bat. The actus reus towards section 20 is whether the defendant used his fists or weapons towards the victims; this is the same for s.18.
[bookmark: _Int_5zd5BQ6k]Consent and battery are all about nonconsensual touching. for example, in the case Devi v west Midlands RHA (1980) “A woman underwent a hysterectomy to which she did not consent (she had given consent to repair her uterus). The court found the surgeon liable in battery as there was total lack of consent to the nature of the operation” this shows a lot of negligence towards the patient as there was no consent given but the surgeon decided to do the operation anyway which makes him liable to battery as there is risks which she was not aware of. Another example of nonconsensual touching is the case of Chatterton v Gerson [1981] where “Mrs. Chatterton suffered intractable pain as a result of a trapped nerve following a hernia operation. Dr Gerson, a pain specialist, performed an operation to relieve the pain, but this resulted in permanent immobility of her right leg. Mrs. Chatterton said that she should have been informed of this risk and claimed in battery” this shows negligence from the doctor as he did not inform Mrs. Chatterson about the risks the operation can cause. The men's rea in this case is the doctor did not tell Chatterson about the risks. The actus reus was the intention of doing the surgery without even mentioning what risks could be involved.
In the UK, according to the rape crisis (2023) the sexual offences act 2003 says “that someone consents to sexual activity if they: Agree by choice and Have both the freedom and capacity to make that choice” so whoever is giving consent to having intercourse they need to agree and consent together knowing Fullwell what they are getting themselves into, both partners needs to be capable of having intercourse and no one is being forced.  the grey area within this act becomes even more complex when considering situations that can impede an individual compacity to give fully informed consent such as being intoxication or mental illness, the law suggests that someone who incapacitated through alcohol cannot typically give consent according to the Sexual Offences Act (2003). An example is when your ex-partner comes out and accuses you of abuse this would be the case Depp v heard (2022) where Mrs. Heard accused her ex-partner Depp that he abused her and sexually assaulted her but due to evidence she was found guilty of wrongly accusing johnny Depp and the outcome according to the NBC news(2022) “The jury awarded Depp $10 million in compensatory damages and $5 million in punitive damages in his defamation suit.” of what heard had to pay. An ethical dilemma with the Depp v heard case is that heard was not honest and knew what she is doing trying to ruin johnny and get compensation money out his own pocket 
[bookmark: _Int_YWktDSOr]The role of consent in legal outcomes according to the StudySmart (2023)” plays a critical role in determining the legitimacy of various situations ranging from sexual acts to medical procedures” for example a surgeon doing an operation on a patients leg and when the operation goes wrong the patient says she didn’t give consent not knowing the outcome on what could happen to the patients leg. Another example is when someone feeds you a drug not knowing what the effects of that drug causes to the person. The penalties and consequences for perpetrators according to the CriminalJuriesHelpline (2023) “If a perpetrator is found guilty for assault or battery, the courts in the UK can usually impose sentences for up to 6 months imprisonment and/or a fine up to £5000. However, if the assault is racially or religiously aggravated, the maximum sentence is 2 years.” 
The public's awareness within the context of battery, presents extremely complex. While the concept may seem straightforward, surveys suggest a disadvantageous understanding of the concept among the public Misinterpretation or ignorance of consent could lead individuals unknowingly to commit a battery offence. (Blackwell, 2020). Stanko, (2019) argues that a current L ack of awareness of consent has a ripple effect, notably affecting law enforcement. Police officers faced with dubious consent situations during battery cases often decipher the intent and consent involved through their perceptions, leading to discrepancies and injustices. With better public understanding and awareness, such predicaments could be lessened, if not eliminated.
In conclusion, consent and battery in the Uk is when someone gives consent to doing something such as giving consent to a medical procedure or having a sexual encounter with another person however straight forward this may seem, there are grey areas as too determine a person's ability to give consent such as there state of mental health or intoxication from alcohol and/or drugs, and there is a lack of understanding of public awareness unintentionally commit a battery offence and end up having a prison sentence or a fine up to 5000 pounds. Also, to conclude battery is when someone has used grievous bodily harm or actual bodily harm to hurt someone either by intending to or not. 
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