Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection.
Task 1 – Rationale 
During PTE and as part of this assignment, I was tasked with reading a welsh story to my Year One class, the pupils in this class were aged 5 to 6 years old.  I discussed with my classroom teacher (Class Mentor) the extent of the pupils’ knowledge of welsh and she advised me which subject the pupils had learnt about during previous welsh lessons.  I selected a story about something the pupils had previously learnt however, needed reminding of.  The classroom teacher and I also discussed if the story would be beneficial to the pupils learning, we came to the conclusion  that it would be beneficial to the pupils if they recapped the subject matter of the story.  The teachers’ feedback was very beneficial as it allowed me to select a story that the children would connect back to past learning and one, they would enjoy.  The aims within this lesson were for the pupils to “show an understanding of what they or others have read by responding orally or non-verbally to the content.”  (Welsh Government, 2015).  Throughout the story I gave the pupils opportunities to ask and answer questions relating to the story.

Task 2 – URL for Welsh story video
https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/1806945_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/EYfG7s1wf8FNvS8EydKI938BtmUOEy_8ZwCq5DUmlZ2LiA?e=zRrOja 
Task 3 – Reflection 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Task 3 will look at my reflection of the video I produced while on PTE (Professional Teaching Experience). Initially I felt confident during the lesson planning process.  I felt happy with the outcome of the lesson after I delivered it as the children seemed to enjoy the content and the activity I had planned for them. They engaged with the activity and contributed to the lesson enthusiastically.  However, I felt that there were some aspects of the lesson that could have been improved upon.  
After discussions with my classroom mentor we concluded that I would film the lesson using one of the iPads assigned to the classroom.  I would then be able to access the video in order to assess what went well and what I could improve upon.  The classroom mentor and I also considered where I would film and deliver the lesson.  After the discussion we decided that the best venue would be to film the lesson in the staffroom, as we were able to assess that filming in the classroom would create several problems such as noise, distractions and interruptions from the other pupils within the classroom environment.  When filming in the staffroom I had created a quiet surrounding for the pupils and I to concentrate.  My classroom mentor was very supportive when I discussed the subject for the story with her.  She informed me of the subjects the pupils had already covered and selected a topic that they needed to revise and remind them of the vocabulary.
During the planning process I was very confident with the lesson I had prepared.  I recognised that the outcome of the lesson would have aspects that went well that I would not change and parts that did not go as successfully as I believed they could have, would be the aspects that I would change if given the opportunity.  
Throughout the delivery of the lesson I thought the pupil’s behaviour was excellent.  I expected the pupils to become distracted, however I was happy that they were engaged and were able to concentrate on the lesson without distractions from the environment around them.  I believe that the staffroom I choose was a contributing factor to the pupil’s behaviour as it was an area of the school they had never been before, therefore they were able to concentrate rather than be distracted by the events that would have taken place within the classroom.
Another topic I believed went well was my involvement of healthy eating during the lesson.  The story I looked at with the pupils described the process of creating lolly pops. Throughout the story the two characters made different lolly pops.  One made a healthy option, while the other made the unhealthy option. The pupils were able to tell me which lollypop would be the nicest due to the selection of food used to make them. Most of the pupils decided that they would prefer the healthier lolly pop rather than the unhealthy one. This lesson promoted one of the Four Purposes from Graham Donaldson.  After the lesson the pupils decided that they had become “Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.”  (Donaldson, 2015).  However, this was an aspect of the lesson that I did not film and this demonstrates that I could have improved the lesson by filming it to show assessment for learning. 
Throughout the lesson I believe the use of a puppet was very interacting and encouraged the pupils to contribute to the lesson.  I realised during the lesson that there were a few pupils who would contribute throughout.  However, there were a minority of them who would hold back and allow the other pupils to contribute first and a small number would not engage at all unless prompted.  To encourage contribution from all pupils I used the puppet to make the pupils feel comfortable when talking in front of the group.  Throughout the lesson the pupils were able to ask the puppet questions and interact with it.  I found this to be an effective resource to inspire the pupils to engage in the lesson.  
When questioning the pupils some of them shouted the answers out, so to minimise the chances of pupils shouting out, I asked the pupils individual direct questions to encourage them to contribute to the lesson and engage with me.  If I was to perform this lesson again, I would keep this element of the lesson the same as I believe it was an effective teaching method. 
The resources that I had prepared was very successful with the pupil’s engagement in the lesson.  I had cards with funny cartoon pictures of the food from the story with the welsh words written on the bottom.  The pupils enjoyed finding the cards when the food came up in the story and using the Welsh vocabulary.  I was quick to control arguments from occurring when they all reached for the cards.  I would use a resource like this again as it was an effective way to encourage the pupils to learn and remember the welsh vocabulary from the story.  
While I have a limited welsh vocabulary and an aspect I believe I could have improved upon was my knowledge of welsh vocabulary used for the lesson. During the planning process I went through the story and selected all the vocabulary I believed would be useful to the pupils throughout the lesson, however although I remember the majority of the vocabulary during the lesson I forgot some.  Therefore, if I was to plan for a welsh lesson again, I would prepare vocab cards for myself to use throughout the delivery of the lesson in order to help me remember the welsh vocabulary. According to Estyn “In key stage 1, standards are good or very good in 57% of classes.”  (Estyn, 2007).  This statistic shows that there is a high standard for Welsh as a second language in primary school, which further expresses the fact that I need to improve my welsh vocabulary overall.
In conclusion, I believe I discussed the aspects that I would like to keep the same such as the resources, the topic of the story due to its connection to Donaldson’s Four Purposes.  I also discussed the aspects of the lesson I would like to change such as ensuring I film the assessment for learning aspect of the lesson and to increase my knowledge of the welsh language in preparation for the next time I plan a welsh lesson based on a story.
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