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Natalie Wellbeloved
Findings and Conclusion
A critical analysis of whether evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK
Chapter five: Findings and Conclusion
5.0 Introduction
	Chapter four discussed the analysis of the data found within this study by adopting a non-experimental quantitative study. It highlighted how evidence-based policing is implemented within operational policing and achieved the third and fourth objective.
	This chapter discusses the objectives which were set in chapter one and if and how these have been achieved. This chapter will look to discuss the overall findings of the research project. It will look to provide a conclusion surrounding the research question of; “A critical analysis of whether evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK”. It will also highlight both the limitations of this specific project and the potential possibilities for future academic research in this project area. 
5.1 Achievement of objectives
Objective 1: To analyse how criminality is approached in relation to the current methods and theories in place within the police service
Objective one was achieved successfully within Chapter Two of this dissertation.
Objective 2: To select an appropriate research method to explore evidence-based policing, criminality and understand the methods and theories in place
Objective two was achieved in Chapter Three of this dissertation. After highlighting the research gap which was identified in the introduction of Chapter Two, the decision to conduct secondary data research was deemed most appropriate for this dissertation.
Objective 3: To conduct secondary research and analyse the data gathered to obtain a better understanding of the themes and views towards how evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK 
Objective three was achieved in Chapter Four after following an analysis of data and the discovery of a common theme.
Objective 4: To identify how forces use Evidence-based Policing and to evaluate if it is successful
Objective four was discussed in Chapter Four and will be achieved within this Chapter Five.
5.2 Main Findings
Throughout the research process of this dissertation, there have been multiple findings which have been discussed throughout each chapter. 
Firstly, it appears that a common conclusion in most of the research is that reducing crime in the first place will undoubtedly reduce the effects it has on a community or a person. This finding is as a result of literature from the College of Policing which discussed the approaches of randomised control trials otherwise known as RCTs (Bryant and Bryant, 2018). These are adopted within an evidence-based policing approach and will result in the early detection, apprehension and sentencing of offenders, with it being the centre of operational policing. These findings draw from an example of police issued body worn video footage and the impact that it can have on more serious cases. This example discusses how such video footage captured from an initial attendance at a domestic related incident resulted in it being used as evidence in court which resulted in the charges being increased for the offender and having victim satisfaction. However this does comes back to the initial concerns for this overall study, as this evidence-based policing approach only returned a result of 9 percent which is majorly low. 
Secondly, evidence-based policing approaches and initiatives are not always implemented in the most effective and efficient way. This finding is from a case study by Palmer and Kirby, which discussed that information is not always correct before implementing such initiatives (Palmer and Kirby, 2019). Examples were given with figures being incorrect, reports not always being produced at the time, and on some occasions, not produced at all. This finding concludes that such initiatives are most probably put in place without reasonable consideration, due to possible pressure from hierarchy which will inevitably result in the initiative not being utilised effectively.
On the other hand, an additional case study discussed by Pepper, Rogers and Martin discuss that adopting evidence-based policing is effective when combating low level crimes (Pepper and Rogers, 2020). These findings discuss that analysis of crime data will lead to identifying crime hotspots, which in turn, result in police operations being targeted to solve that specific problem. These findings draw from an initiative which were set up due to a sudden spike in recent thefts of mopeds across the UK. This study does highlight that such initiatives can be positive by providing greater police visibility and also raises awareness within the local communities of affected areas. However, it also highlights the most common theme which has been apparent through this study, in that it identified a lack of evidence of what actually works as best practice. Goldstein concurs with this case study from Pepper, Rogers and Martin and draws from an example relating to mobile phone thefts within a university campus. An evidence-based policing project was set up in order to record the appropriate data from student’s mobile phones and educating them on the possibility of such crimes that could be committed. Again, this proved to be a positive and effective approach but again, this only draws on an example of a low level crime.
There were clear gaps throughout this study in the availability of academic literature, web pages and books which show whether evidence-based policing approaches have been successful in community issues or incidents which are of a serious and complex nature. 
5.3 Limitations
Encompassing this research project is the limitation on the ability to research and analyse further literature on evidence-based policing. Due to the study being of an undergraduate level, I would have hoped to have covered further paths in the project. Unfortunately, due to the restrictions set by the university, the word count does not assist with doing so. 
A further limitation which have been faced throughout this research project is that of the research method chosen. For this study, secondary data was chosen and was deemed the most appropriate for this topic to research, however it was proven there was a lack of evidence to suggest whether evidence-based policing is successful in operational policing or not. On reflection, primary research may have assisted in formulating a further conclusion on the effectiveness of evidence-based policing. I have reached this conclusion due to the first-hand experience and material that could be obtained to analyse the topic more in depth. Despite making this conclusion, primary research would also have its own limitations. This is due to the need to gather enough material and evidence over a long period of time, which in turn would allow a greater analysis on the effects that an evidence-based policing approach has had on a specific policing area and/or community. This would not be efficient with the short space of time that the dissertation needs to be completed in. 
5.4 Gaps in study
The police is ever changing in today’s society and as a result, the way in which policing approaches EBP needs to be addressed in order to amend training or practices already in place. Technology is on the up and used in almost every person’s daily life, it is also the best available evidence when it comes to detecting a crime and apprehending an offender. Police forces need to look at whether as an organisation they could become more digital with the way they use EBP. Police forces could conduct reviews from officer’s body worn video footage when attending certain incidents to see how policies and practices work out in the field realistically and to see if this could assist going forward.
5.5 Future Academic Research
	Due to the time limitations on the project, only a small amount of data could be analysed for evidence-based policing. However, should there be more scope of timings of such a study in future, then there is further research to be had as this dissertation has only discovered a small portion of secondary research.  As outlined above in subsection 5.3, this could be achieved through the use of primary data, such as being involved from start to finish in an evidence-based policing initiative which has been implemented.
5.6 Conclusion
	As highlighted in Chapter Two, the College of Policing themselves state that “there have been very few reliable outcomes from EBP initiatives in the UK that have directly affected operational police practice” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p. 74).
To conclude, the original hypothesis of this study outlined that current literature concludes that evidence-based policing works to help combat low level crimes. There is a clear lack of evidence on whether or not evidence-based policing is effective when it comes down to dealing with crimes of a more serious and complex nature. This demonstrates that there is a clear gap of academic understanding surrounding this subject.
Furthermore, evidence-based policing can certainly help with making the police more accountable to the public and fulfilling their needs and expectations. It is clear that police forces can provide more training to its officers and staff so they have a better understanding of this specific style of policing. This in turn may result in a more proactive police force.
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