Megan Edge


I want to explore issues within children media by focusing on misrepresentation. I want to see if it has improved over time or simply comes in different forms now. Racism and homophobia used to have a massive effect on media, several children books have now been banned from the education system as they have been deemed inappropriate for children because they portray the attitudes of racism and homophobia which was very common not so Long ago. However I want some of my focus to be on kids with physical disabilities as they are often not represented at all In children's media. (Robinson, 2018)

My first key word is representation, the Oxford dictionary (2018) defines representation as “The description or portrayal of someone or something in a particular way”, the particular way people get represented in the media can have a huge effect on what other people think about them. Children tend to be easily influenced so the media can have a big impression on their opinions of others. This is why how people are represented in media for children is important, if they learn false information about a particular group of people, whether it be good or bad it could cause them to treat others wrongly. There has always been issues with representation in childrens media, from boys being portrayed as strong and powerful, while girls are told they are pretty and cute and need a prince to save them. Throughput the years there as been many subjects of misrepresentation from race, gender, apprentice and nationality. For example Florence Kate Upton created the character the golliwog, this character has been the subject of a lot of controversy as while some say its harmless many say its racist as it portrays black people as ugly and clown like (ferri.edu) this is a misrepresentation causing the term golly and other derivatives from golliwog became racist slurs. Along with misrepresentation there is also a problem with lack of representation. Homosexual couples were rarely seen in children media until recently, this lack of representation of homosexuals denormalises them to children the same can be said for disabilities. Although you cant control how many homosexuals and disabled people children see if you introduced them in the media more children would be used to these everyday parts of life and would be more accepting of people as children just like a lot of people can be uncomfortable with things art familiar with. To avoid problems with representation some children's media use animals instead of people, this makes the physical traits of the character less relatable to other people, making the opinions of them less transferable to people. Coming back to there being lack of representation not only does it cause a stigma for those not represented it also can cause them to feel isolated and as though there is no one like the, for example my disabled people are rarely portrayed in childrens books making them feel like no one understands them.  


Racism is my second key word, racism has always been a very prevalent issue many books that used to be acceptable in western society have been banned in schools today as they are no longer considered appropriate. Some have quite shocking titles but this shows advancement in the content of and design of childrens books. Racism is still present but in the state of stereotypes, you can find them in childrens shows such as the Simpsons where the corner shop owner is Indian. Silly things like this can be considered racist, however it is true that a lot of Indians own corner shops, so where is the line drawn, is it racist or just representing typical American suburb. Another recent example of is the change of the lyrics of baba black sheep to baba rainbow sheep. The Song originally and a racist intent however this did go over childrens heads for years, schools are becoming a lot more politically correct in the recent years and are being more aware of not offending people. Book stores are following this trend as well as borders have removed little Congo from its book stores quote below.

“Tintin in the Congo won't be in Borders bookstores' children's sections when the book is re-issued in the United States this fall. It was removed from kids shelves in Borders' UK stores, and Borders in the U.S. says it will move it to the "graphic books" section.
Critics say the installment of the popular series by the Belgian cartoonist Herge, written in the early 1930s, contains racist illustrations of Africans.”

There was a lot off stories arrowed like this, racism wasn’t recognised as a problem and childrens literature and media reflected this greatly heres an example of a book below.

This book not only has offensive designs but also an offensive title, again the black person is illustrated almost clown like and would definitely would be considered ugly. This is similar to the golliwog previously mentioned before. (shown below). Both these shows give a sense that the illustrated character is here to entertain us, like that is his job, the smiles looks fake a pupated, the white characters almost look sinister. It looks like they own him which isn’t far off the truth of the past. [image: ]
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