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Using at least 3 examples, consider how image makers have utilised digital technology to explore at least one of the following: Conflict, the Environment, Identity, the Surveillance State, the Technology Society? 
This essay will explore the theme of identity.          
Photographers use digital forms of technology to explore aspects of identity by manipulation and focussing on things such as driving their own narrative, which can be exploited through a certain time frame or specific period depending on when the photo was taken regarding representation at that specific time.                                                            The theme of identity can be used in photography to not only show how we see ourselves as a person but show how we see others as well. Including the changes of society throughout the years and how our perspectives have changed on how we view people as a whole and more importantly ourselves.                                                                             I will be looking at artists who work with identity such as Cindy Sherman, Juno Calypso and Arvida Byström who explore identity digitally and manipulating their images on photoshop or some experimenting with AI.
“Gender and Beauty Presentation in Art” written by Hannah Nieman and Dr. Erin Guydish Bucholz. looks at how art shapes our ideas of what’s “female,” and “beautiful.” They talk about artists such as Cindy Sherman who question or challenge the usual beliefs about gender and beauty through their work (Nieman & Bucholz, 2023). It argues that gender and beauty are not fixed or natural qualities but are shaped by society. Social media often shows “perfect” skin, bodies, and faces, which makes people compare themselves to pictures that are usually edited or staged but with Sherman’s work she is trying to show how images can be manipulated or distorted Sherman's work encourages the viewers to question why certain looks are considered attractive while others are not. 
Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity by Judith Butler Is about feminist and queer ideas that question beliefs about gender, identity.                          Instead of seeing gender as something natural or fixed, Butler argues that gender is constructed through the things we do over and over, and the rules society expects us to follow (Butler, 1990). Butler states that gender is created through everyday actions, like the way we dress, walk, speak, or behave.
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Cindy Sherman has long interrogated identity and representation through photography. Throughout her career, she has focused on understanding how identity is shaped in the modern world.                                                                                                                                       Sherman has used herself as a model, transforming into a range of archetypical female characters. Sherman uses photography to disguise herself and hide her personality by becoming different characters.                                                                                                     Sherman uses old style clothes, wigs and makeup to create many different identities. Since her early work Untitled film stills (1997-1980), that feature Sherman in black and white photographs.                                                                                                                                         The different characters that Sherman shows in the images resemble the publicity images that are made on movie sets, female roles in magazines, advertisements and movies (Artlead, no date). Sherman makes makeup, clothes, and expressions look exaggerated to show how fake and pressured traditional beauty can be. Her images show how media, ads, and movies create unrealistic standards, which can make women feel bad about themselves and their bodies.
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Fig 2
In her recent work Sherman uses digital tools such as photoshop to manipulate her images by putting parts of her own face to create identities of different characters (Photo Elysee, 2024).                                                                                                                           Sherman uses a mix of digital collage and old-school techniques such as makeup, wigs, and costume to create strange, unsettling characters who make exaggerated expressions for the camera. To build these distorted faces, she photographs individual parts of her own body eyes, nose, mouth, skin, hair, ears then cuts, pastes, and places them onto the images.                                                                                                                                     By breaking the face apart and putting it back together in new ways, she creates entirely new characters (Hauser & Wirth, 2025).                                                                                   Sherman has also recently been working with AI generated images on Instagram. Sherman began using Instagram to upload her portrait images that use many different elements of her own face to create completely new characters. Some of Sherman’s recent work goes back to her early black and white cutout collages from the 70s but Sherman has manipulated and scaled them up for the internet (McLaughlin, 2024).                                                                                                                              Sherman has stated that some face tune apps which some using AI have influenced her to use photoshop to manipulate her images and Sherman has also been experimenting with a series of AI generated images on Sherman’s Instagram. In 2017 Sherman started using Instagram to upload her work that involved portraits edited with face altering apps to highlight and to show how social media can feel disconnected from reality (McLaughlin, 2024).
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When asked about her work Sherman stated that she was “disgusted” with how people get themselves to look “beautiful” and how she is much more fascinated by the “other side” this series of images are disfigured or at times disproportionate portraits.                                     Sherman confronts the viewers by showing every detail of the image from the wrinkles. Contortions and badly applied makeup by highlighting the details people usually hide or fix, Sherman explores how feeling attractive or unattractive shapes the way we see ourselves (PhMuseum, 2024). 
This article talks about how photo editing apps and social media platforms have changed beauty standards and shaped how people see themselves online and offline. In the article Olivia Molly Rogers, a Miss Universe Australia influencer spoke about how we’ve become so familiar with seeing how “perfect” skin and facial features are online to then Seeing the real skin in everyday life can feel unusual because we’re so used to seeing edited images online (Ogle, 2025). 
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Fig 3
Arvida Byström is a photographer who is recognisably and known for her work around themes such as femininity and identity and just like Sherman, Byström uses herself in her work as the model to create her images.                                                                                               Her work covered over areas such as body images, social dynamics and performances and sculpture work along with many other areas.                                                                                                                                                              During her early teen years Byström had already started sharing and posting portraits of herself on social media.                                                                                                                                  As years went on her work ethics evolved in her becoming an emblem for young people and finding their identity, this having a massive social influence on young people.    Some of Byström’s recent work explores identity through AI where she posts images of herself onto AI and lets it generate the images Byström also uses her Instagram to show off her work. With her work Byström likes to challenge the traditional beauty standards and likes to question the cultural obsession with appearance especially the context of social media. 
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Fig 4
Juno Calypso’s work also explores identity just like Sherman and Byström Calypso also uses herself as a model in her work. Calypso’s work The Honeymoon she photographs herself in a couples only honeymoon hotel as which she stages herself as a fictional character named Joyce.                                                                                                                                    When asked in an interview about her work Calypso stated that she is starting to see that the “problem” isn’t the makeup or the “bizarre” body improvement but how the society treats women who invest in their appearance (Dazed, n.d).                              In her work Calypso also shows the idea of the idea of being “feminine” is fake, tiring, and hard to keep up (Keane, 2020). 
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