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3.0 Introduction
Over the last decade the increase in electric vehicles has significantly transformed urban mobility, especially with the rise of e-Bikes and e-Scooters, their affordability and accessibility offer a convenient, low-cost alternative to traditional transportation methods and are generally seen as a more environmentally sustainable option. Despite their growth in popularity there has been an increase surrounding their use within criminality, reports have linked the vehicles to street robberies, thefts, drug trafficking, evasion of police who attempt to pursue those on the vehicles
This dissertation will explore whether e-Bikes and e-Scooters are more likely to be involved in criminal activity, through a survey-based approach the research will examine officers’ perceptions and attitudes towards the vehicles and highlight factors that may contribute to the misuse of the vehicles.
This chapter of the dissertation will aim to achieve objective three, which for reference is:
Examine how South Wales police force are adapting to this new trend of transport and their use in criminality and whether current laws and regulations are updated to address the issue.
Due to this topic being an emerging trend there is a notable gap in the academic literature at present, the existing literature focuses on how the vehicles are a more sustainable and greener method of transport, however minimal attention has been given to their use in criminal activities, this gap highlights the need for a more balanced understanding of how the vehicles are being used for a more illicit purpose. By investigating the correlation between e-Bikes and criminal activity it will fill a gap in the existing literature.
Legislation has struggled to keep up with their rapid adoption, with e-Bikes and e-Scooters falling into a grey area of law, rules surrounding insurance and permitted areas of use are often an area of debate, with legislation remaining an area of confusion, police officers fail to have a comprehensive understanding of the law surrounding the vehicles.


[bookmark: _Hlk199415176]3.1 Research Strategy
For the purpose of this study the survey method was chosen as the main tool for data collection, this was mainly due to its efficiency and ability to gather a broader range of views from participants. Surveys are useful for exploring perceptions, attitudes, and personal experiences which are central to understanding how e-Bikes and e-Scooters are perceived in relation to criminal activity. By chosen the survey option it will allow for both quantitative and qualitative data to be collected through questions and ensuring a more comprehensive analysis. This approach is well suited to identifying trends and patterns in attitudes or opinions whilst also preserving anonymity.
To establish how e-Bikes and e-Scooters are more likely to be used in criminal activity this study will employ a sampling approach, targeting individuals which are most relevant to the on-going issue of e-Bike related crime. The primary audience will be those within the roads policing unit (RPU) and response police officers within South Wales, participants from the RPU department would provide a more insightful perspective, however with limited numbers within this department officers from front line response will also provide beneficial, useable results.


3.2 Data Collection
Once the data has been collected this chapter will aim to understand the awareness of e-Bikes and e-Scooters being used in crime, gauging perceptions of how legislation is enforced and exploring how South Wales Police are aiming to adapt to this new trend. This is a critical step in the research process of this dissertation, as the quality and accuracy of the data will directly impact the reliability of the study’s findings. This study focuses on a quantitative approach to data collection, it will aim to identify trends and patterns in officers’ perceptions and share experiences related to the use of e-Bikes in criminal activity. Data will be gathered through a structured survey consisting of mainly closed-ended questions, such as multiple-choice items. While a qualitative approach was initially considered to allow for a more detailed in-depth response, the decision was made to utilise a quantitative approach as this method allows for consistency across participants, which supports more generalisable conclusions of the data collected while quantitative methods offer depth, the quantitative approach is better suited to the broader scope of this study. The questions within the survey will aim to measure variables such as perceptions of safety, direct or indirect experiences with e-Bike related crime, along with the impact on local crime rates.

3.3 Data Analysis
The data was drawn from public available sources such as police crime statistics, specific attention was paid to reported incidents where e-Bikes were either mentioned in police reports, an online survey was distributed to serving police officers, predominantly those within the roads policing unit which aimed to capture perception of e-Bikes, questions addressed safety and whether respondents had witnessed or experienced any incidents involving e-Bikes or e-Scooters. 
3.4 Ethical Considerations
Ethics are particularly important due to the sensitive nature of studying crime and criminal behavioural pattens, to ensure the anonymity of participants in the survey, identifiers were removed from the data, when police data has been used it has been accessible to members of the public through the freedom of information act. Furthermore, the study did not include any individuals under the age of 18.
3.5 Conclusion
This chapter of the dissertation has outlined the methodology framework used to explore the link between e-Bikes being used in criminality. The study largely made up of crime statistics and a peer-focused survey aimed to identify any key patterns involving the use of the vehicles. Ethical considerations were carefully observed throughout the research process to protect participants and maintain integrity of the results.
