[bookmark: _GoBack]Analyse the origins and distinctive features of the Satanization of the Jews in the medieval people. 
Throughout the history there have been examples of the Satanization of the Jews which extends into Anti-Judaism and Anti-Semitism in the modern ages. In order to analyse the origins and distinctive features of the Satanization of the Jewish people in the medieval period. The term Satanization needs to be defined in regards to the attitude towards the Jewish community in the medieval period. The Satanization of the Jews can be defined as the negative treatment as a result of the depiction of Jewish people in the Gospel of John and accusations with the blood libel. It could be argued that the Satanization of the Jewish community in the medieval period led to Anti-Semitism and Anti-Judaism. According to the European Commission, Anti-Semitism is defined as ‘a certain perception of Jewish people, which may be expressed as hatred towards the Jewish race’.  Anti-Judaism, on the other hand is defined as prejudice and in extreme cases, religious persecution towards the Jewish community from purely a religious ideology aspect.
Firstly, most scholars agree that the roots of Anti-Semitism and Anti-Judaism can be seen as the writings of the Gospel of John. In his essay, “For Fear of the Jews: Origins of Anti-Judaism in Early Christianity’, Stanley A. Leavy argues the words and interpretation at face value of the Gospel of John heavily imply that ‘the Jews’ are betrayers of Jesus the Messiah and for not believing in Jesus, they are responsible ultimately for deicide, (the murder of a deity) Jesus Christ. In addition to this, in some of the narrative the writer directly refers to ‘the Jews’ as being the Spawn of Satan. In John 8:37-47, there is a discussion with a group of Jewish people where they were told “You are the sons of the devil and you choose your father’s desires. He was a murderer in the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him’. This can be interpreted as Jesus and his followers implying that the Jewish people follow Satan rather than God as they do not believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God. Thus, in the eyes of the writer, anyone who does not believe in Jesus Christ is against God. Some academics such as James H. Charlesworth believe that the Jewish narrative in the Gospel of John promotes and provides reason for Anti-Judaic sentiment amongst those amongst those who follow some sects of Christianity. To add to this, Leavy adds to Charlesworth’s argument by comparing the other Gospels in the depiction of the Jewish community. In comparison, the other gospels depict the Jewish community and Judaism far more favourably. Furthermore, the gospels recognise Jesus as a Jew and in some aspects Judaism as a starting point of Christianity. On the other hand, Leavy states that the Gospel of John mentions Jewish people in the narrative seventy times and the forty times out of seventy were negative and Jewish people were depicted as being the children of Satan and ‘enemies of Jesus’. According to Leavy, John 20:19 is the ultimate suggestion of blame on the Jewish people for the death of Jesus and is the origin for Anti-Judaism, in some cases Anti-Semitism. John 20:19 suggests the first post-resurrection meeting was behind closed doors “for fear of the Jews”. It is hard to disagree with Leavy’s argument as this would have been very powerful in a Christian community such as the medieval British society given focus on in the essay. To further Leavy’s argument other books in the New Testament directly imply Jewish people are related in some way to Satan. For example, in book of Revelations there is a negative suggestion or connotation that Jewish people worship Satan, “the synagogue of Satan” (John 2:9). However, E.C Colwell argues instead of being proof that Early Christianity was rooted in Anti-Semitism like Walter W. Sikes suggests. Instead, Colwell states that the Gospel of John is meant to demonstrate that Christianity is ‘alien’ to Judaism. It is not meant to provide Anti-Judaic or Anti-Semitic sentiment. Overall, the origins of the Satanization of Jewish people lies heavily in the Gospel of John. There can be little doubt that this prompted Anti-Judaism or Anti-Semitism in the medieval period, along with accusation regarding the Blood Libel. 
The Blood Libel is the basis of the medieval Satanization of Jewish people. The origins are tied with the murder of William of Norwich. William of Norwich was an apprentice tanner boy and his murder was attributed to the rise of the Satanization of Jewish people in the medieval period. The murder blamed on the Jewish community of Norwich for a religious ritual by the Christian community and the theory was promoted by Thomas of Monmouth. In his account of the murder, Thomas accused the local Jewish community of trying to convert William to Judaism, Thomas states when this did not work, they performed a crucifixion. This was documented in his book, ‘The Life and Miracles of St William of Norwich’. Since 1144, Jewish people have blamed for the abduction of young Christian boys for ritual murder. The murder of William of Norwich set off a period of religious persecution and Anti-Judaism due to child martyrdom according to Geraldine Heng. In 1255, ninety-one Jewish people were executed on the accusation of ritual murder of a Christian child. A big distinctive feature of the Satanization of Jewish people is Christian Anti-Jewish propaganda. This does not apply to all sects of Christianity; this mainly applies to Lutherism. Lutherism the following of teachings of Martin Luther, was very popular in the United Kingdom during the medieval period. In addition to this, Heng and other academics note that Lutherism is very Ant-Semitic and promoted the Satanization of Jewish people in the medieval period. The theological interpretation of Martin Luther depicted Jewish people and Judaism as associated with the devil. Martin Luther was a critic of Judaism as it encouraged the disbelief of Jesus Christ and is quoted as saying “Rather we allow them to live freely in our midst despite their murder, cursing, blaspheming...”. It is important to note that Lutherists views on the Jewish people were used by the Nazi party in the Second World War. Other theologians in the medieval period such as Thomas Aquinas of Italy. Shared his views on other religions in his series, Summa Comma Gentiles. When evaluating Judaism in one of the books, Aquinas accepts Jewish literature like the Old Testament as it is a part of Christianity. However, Judaism to Aquinas, is not a legitimate religion and should have stopped at the creation of Christianity. In addition to this, as the Jewish community does not worship a Christian God (the father of Jesus Christ) Judaism goes against Natural Law. The demonisation of the Jewish community in the medieval period was down to the Protestant Reformation. In the medieval period, not only attitudes changed towards Jewish people extended to the law.
In the 1200’s, following the incidents of the Blood Libel and church propaganda, some British councils banned the practice of Judaism. The rumours of the blood libel did not just spread in the United Kingdom, it spread across Europe. As a result, over a hundred and fifty incidents of blood libel accusations were recorded to 1140 to 1600. The blood libel and the Satanization of Jewish people made its way into medieval artwork. For example, woodcut of the Bridge Tower at Frankfurt. Artwork depicting Jewish people as Satan’s children grew popular in the medieval period as it was easily accessible to all classes of medieval society. The figures depicted would be seen as devious and associated with negative things such as dirt, pigs, red hair, crucifixion and general ugliness. Thus, you could argue that medieval artwork is a strong characteristic of medieval Satanization of Jewish people. Other rumours stemmed from the blood libel, one included that Jewish people murdered young Christian boys to drink their blood and/or make Matzah bread with it. According to Hyam Maccoby, the fact the rumoured murders include Christian boys not adults is a reflection on Jesus Christ as an infant. Medieval people were tricked into thinking Jewish people performed ritual murder on Christian boys to mock Jesus Christ. So far it can be argued, the origins of the Satanization of Jewish people are firmly within the narrative of the New Testament such as the Gospel of John and the Book of Revelations. The distinctive features of the Satanization of the Jewish community in the medieval period stem from the Blood Libel and theological interpretations of prominent leaders at the times such as Martin Luther as discussed earlier in the essay. The Satanization of Jewish people in the medieval period was not just religious, it extended into political and economic persecution. The economic success of Jewish tradesmen in Christian countries grew prejudice and envy. To the extend, in 1290, the United Kingdom expelled Jewish traders out of the country. This was followed by many other European countries such as France, Portugal and Spain. The demonization of Jewish people in the medieval period arguably had many distinctive features this did not exclude medieval Ant-Jewish propaganda. As discussed earlier in the essay, medieval artwork was very important in the spread of Anti-Jewish Christian ideology amongst the lower classes of society since many adults could not read or have access to books. Artwork especially within the Church was used to spread messages to the congregation. The propaganda came in several forms such as wood cut, stain-glass artwork and paintings. On some protestant churches there are carvings of Jewish people in negative positions such as Jewish people slucking from a pig and riding backwards. The significance of this is pigs relate to the Book of Matthew 8:28-44 and God’s destruction and punishment, anyone who is associated with them are said to be “possessed by the devil”.
There was a distinctive feature in the demonization of Jewish people, this was the accusation of ritual murder to do with celebrations in the Jewish calendar. In his article, ‘Infanticide in Passover Iconography’, David J. Malkiel rumours of ritual murder in the name of Passover (Pesach) became rife over the late medieval period in Christian communities. In addition to this, Jewish people were threatened with death if accused of committing ritual murder. A particular ritual murder concerning infanticide was popular in Europe particularly Germany in 1462. Malkiel states that Jewish people were accused of the ritual murder of young boys for Passover (Pesach). This does, according to Malkiel, has roots in the Bible as the Israelites sacrifice a lamb to protect their loved ones by putting lamb’s blood on the head of the door. This was done because the Pharoah died of leprosy. This led to Supersessionism, this is a Christian doctrine which promoted the replacement of the Covenant of Moses or the Mosiac Covenant. The Covenant of Moses concerns dedication to the mitzvoth or the Ten Commandments. The Covenant of Moses was replaced by the Covenant of Jesus Christ, which concerns dedication to Jesus. This suggests that the demonization of Jewish people has reached a point of Anti-Semitism rather than Anti-Judaism. For Jonathan Sacks, the demonization of Jewish people in the medieval period is a part of the mutation of Anti-Semitism. In addition to this, Sacks regards the religious persecution as the most distinctive feature s of the treatment of Jewish people in the medieval period. In 1215, the Fourth Lateran Council stated that Jewish people should be segregated from Christians by clothing. Furthermore, there should not be any relationships between the Jewish and Christian community. This echoes what the Nazi Party did in the 20th Century with the Holocaust and the persecution of the Jews. However, it was under Anti-Semitic reasons not Anti-Judaism reasons. It can be argued that the treatment of the Jewish community in the medieval period was more than religious persecution, it could be argued that the Satanization of Jewish people extended to persecution on all levels, religious and political. Overall, in the early medieval period defined as circa 1000 to 1200 there was little Satanization of the Jewish community. However, when the murder of St William of Norwich happened in 1144 the period of demonisation and persecution of Jewish people. After the blood libel accusations, there was further accusations of ritual murder. This led to executions of Jewish people and the expulsion of Jewish people from some European countries such as Germany and the United Kingdom. Christian leaders took advantage of the murders and linked it to biblical passages that related Jewish people to the devil such as the Gospel of John. Thus, it could be argued that some of the narrative of the New Testament could be seen as the origins of the Satanization of Jewish people.
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