What is the role of the designer in the 21st Century and how might this role change in the next 10 years? Discuss your ideas with reference to two of the practitioners or thinkers discussed in your lecture strand.
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What is the role of the designer in the 21st Century and how might this role change in the next 10 years? Discuss your ideas with reference to two of the practitioners or thinkers discussed in your lecture strand.

The role of a designer is to create a useable product for their consumers, but over the next ten years I personally feel this needs to change. Earlier this year, researchers worked out that by 2050 plastic will outweigh fish entirely if something doesn't change. (Thryft A.R. 2016). Indeed, at present over one million sea creatures a year are being killed by plastic waste mainly due to micro-plastics (Thryft A.R. 2016). This is being fed into the natural life cycles of the environment so designers need to begin changing their ethos to help create a more environmentally friendly future. They can simply do this by looking at more sustainable ways of crafting the products they create. Which will in turn cause less impact on the world. Designers over the next ten years will spark a change which will, in turn influence consumers to see how harmful single use items are effecting our environment right now.
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Currently society as a whole are beginning to think more about the materials they use on a day to day basis. In my opinion, people have become more aware of this because of broadcasts in the news and documentaries such as Blue Planet. Within Blue Planet, David Attenborough (Blue Planet II: The Clean Up’. 2018) conveyed that each individual has the power to change the way everyone is abusing the planet. People are begging to recycle more and they are slowly finding more ways to tackle this issue, for example, reusable bags and paper straws. These ideas created by designers are the beginnings to preventing the issue from getting any worse. This means currently we are aiming to cut out single-use plastics, but over the next ten years we need to develop a way of zero waste living.Sebille, EV. Tracking Of Plastic In Our Seas. 2018
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 Exhibition Plastic Scene (Plastic Scene, 2018) shows the first steps of being a sustainable working artist. It is showing a collection of current products different designers are making by using waste materials/products. Plastic Scene is an exhibition of vessels made from waste plastic. This exhibition’s main aim is to demonstrate how waste plastic can be used inventively. Shahar Livne was one of the artists within this exhibition. Shahar Livne’s aim within the project is to show the role of new raw materials and the future goal within the context of craftsmanship. She says - “I imagine a not far future where petrol-based plastics can be collected only from nature, mined and used by a craftsperson as a new natural raw material.’ (Memberbno, 2018). This is a rather sad future to be looking at, it is showing that due to the abuse we have caused, the state at which we see raw materials will change and we will see them all as a harmful substance. For that reason she has created new materials people can use. She has created a new state for plastics which makers can work in; she has molded discarded plastics and waste streams sediment to create her pieces. She uses Lithoplast in her work which is a mined material also made from a process called Metamorphism. (Memberbno, 2018).  The material has properties similar to clay meaning that it can be hand sculpted to create beautifully created vessels. With that said though, at the moment it is being tested to be used on a mass scale within interior design products, so it may not be a sustainable material to be working with.
	
This exhibition is making people aware of the impact plastic is having on the world and is persuading people towards the first steps of change. So, as a designer their products are making a statement when seen in this exhibition space. Right now, I feel that this is an easy way to communicate the change we need to be making without delay. 

But does this mean that the role of a designer should be to just display their products to communicate the idea of change to the individual? Designers need to start trying to sell these ideas alongside their products to begin making a healthy change. We do not want to see plastics taking over and to become a natural resource we find. 
[image: ]
Parley is a company who advertise themselves as “Parley is the space where creators thinkers, and leaders come together to raise awareness for the beauty and fragility of our oceans and collaborate on projects that can end their destruction.” (PARLEY. 2018). This organisation addresses the problems which threaten our oceans. Parley collaborates with many different companies to help spread the message of what people are doing to the sea and what other companies can do to make a difference. They have worked with companies including Adidas, Stella McCartney, American Express and Soma. I want to focus for a moment on their working relationship with Soma.Unknown. Soma X Parley Bottle From Waste. 2018.


The collaboration between Parley and Soma aims to reduce plastic water bottle usage, with each one of their glass bottle and sleeve designs supporting the movement to create change.  The aim of this partnership was to create a product which would start a catalyst of communication, talking about how their ethos through using their products can help transform how waste is discarded; and through this we are able to start some movement of change. 
	
Parley also has good ethics which is proved by this project. They claim that “A proportion of every sale goes to support initiatives of the Parley Ocean Plastic Program (communication and education; direct impact; research and development; eco innovation) and implementation of the Parley AIR Strategy to Avoid, Intercept and Redesign plastic.” (PARLEY. 2018).  This shows that the company is looking to the future and trying to help change it. They are looking for a solution to this problem, and they are wanting to fund research into this idea. You can see the main goal for this company is to have a clean ocean and to tell people there is a much bigger picture going on other than their own lives. We need to all slowly understand how we, as an individual, can help spread a message and help fund a better alternative. We can do this by finding brands like these to show that we also want to invest in a better future.
Zhiying.lim. Biological and Technical Nutrients in the Cradle to Cradle Design Framework. 2012 
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At the moment, we recycle a lot of products which cannot be reused again. Within the next ten years there are many other product life cycles we could explore to make the right steps towards how, we as a whole, treat our planet. One of the Authors of Cradle to Cradle, McDonough talks about how “design is the first sign of human intentions”. (TED, 2017) where he explains his belief in the concept of Cradle to Cradle.

Cradle to Cradle is the concept of “law of return”. (Braungart M. and McDonough W. 2009) Typically, this phrase is used within farming but Braungart & McDonough used this concept to describe the law of return with materials. The idea is that we create in an innovative way of how materials are being used and reused. Instead of wasting these products and binning them (the concept of cradle to grave), we carry on bringing the material back to the natural state it was in, to reform it to give it a new purpose. Within the next ten years I feel we will see a lot more examples of this happening. This will be due to the awareness people are slowly getting, of what is effecting our planet. People will gradually become able to change and the modifications put in place will just become a natural way of living.

Throughout this book, they tell different stories to try and bring together different theories of seeing how people can change their ways of using materials. One of their main beliefs from this is to restart as new, compared to fine tuning what we already have. They heavily state about the impact of “useless waste” (Braungart M. and McDonough W. 2009) which is a product that will only serve one purpose, but we should really be wanting to give it more than one purpose before we are composing it or by bringing it back to its raw form.

[image: ] [image: ] [image: ]The direction for the future is zero waste, although right now some communities are already doing this. The village of Kamikatsu in Japan currently recycle 80% of their waste, and they are aiming to become a zero-waste community with the goal of being completely waste-free by 2020. The rest of the country only recycle about 20% of their current waste. Kamikatsu can do this through their categories of rubbish. They now have 45 different categories of rubbish. Gilhooly, R.  Japan Zero Waste 5985 (Unknown). 


It is not just a recycling scheme which Kamikatsu do, they also look at different ways materials can be reused. They have shops where people can leave their unwanted clothing and interior items and exchange their old bits and pieces for free items.
The village embarked on the idea of a zero waste program back in 2003, after becoming aware of the dangers of carbon monoxide associated with burning garbage (Garfield L. 2018). Thinking about this timeline and the idea of changing how people look at plastic, it may take a little longer than ten years to put into action. I would hope that in the future this way of changing how we see materials would become an aim to all.  Switching to this way of how you look at waste materials will help the creation of sustainable products. At the moment, there are some issues surrounding this, for instance, using sustainable alternatives that people don’t think about in the production of these products, for example, paper bags instead of plastic. Research has found that paper bags have a far higher carbon footprint than plastic ones, because the process of making them uses so much energy (Zero Waster, 2018). Designers take a huge role in what will shape our future. The changes that are happening now within small communities are going to have a roll-on effect to the larger population. Although, I feel we will need a little longer than ten years for designer’s creative ideas to be put into play. The idea of a greener community is created by learning to live alongside nature. ? Architects have started designing eco towns, where we live under the green landscape so we are able to reduce the number of natural habitats we are taking over due to our growing population. Within this idea of zero waste this will help us to be able to live in an area where it is easy to do so, because it has been designed for that purpose. Similar to what Braungart and McDonough explained in their book - maybe the best intentions is to restart as new rather than adapt the way people recycle. 

I believe with this statement from the book Sustainable by “the activity of designing can either reveal or obscure the future, depending on the approach and techniques chosen” (Walker, 1955, p.122). This is showing that each designer has the ability to choose how they want to shape their products future which, will in turn impact the future. The decisions designers will make now will impact the rest of the world for ever. 
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