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Tryweryn or the Lesotho Highlands Water Project 

To which do these statements refer?

Instructions for teachers

Print and cut a set of statements for each group of 3 to 4 pupils.

Ask pupils to read the statements in their groups and put them into two piles according to whether they think they refer to:
· the flooding of Capel Celyn (Tryweryn) or
· the flooding of locations in Lesotho

n.b. some refer to areas already flooded while other allude to areas under threat. 

Ask the groups to feedback, discussing reasons for their choices and decide as a class which could realistically apply to both. 

On pages 4 and 5, there is an explanation of the sources of the statements.



	
1
We knew our home would be gone, our chapel would be gone, our school would be gone, our friends would be moved to different parts.


	
2
We were sowing maize and beans. We had trees and firewood, and people were buying from us. We were getting money and we were able to go to school. But the water took our fields and trees and that was the end of our money.


	
3
Now when I look at the reservoir, it makes me very angry.


	
4
What happened to the people in the valleys was wrong, and I think now is the right time to say sorry.



	
5
They haven’t given us as much money as we were promised. We have ended up living much more poorly than before. There are some painful things about resettlement.


	
6
Now that the land is flooded, my grandmother cannot get the special riverside grasses she used for weaving and making baskets. She has nothing to sell any more and that has made her very sad. 


	
7
An estimated 534 households (2,547 people) in 11 villages will be moving home as a result of this project.


	
8
There was a feeling of sadness because a community was being shattered and families who had lived in the area for generations were forced to leave their homes.


	
9
The village and the valley were drowned in order to supply water for a district in another country.  


	
10
Some people are going to have their lives disturbed.  In the interests of progress, some people must suffer … but that is progress! 


	
11
Now there will be a constant water supply to help run factories and people will have plenty of water to drink all year round.  

	
12
As the farmers move out, cars and caravans move in, carrying the teams of workers from outside the area to work on the dam.

	
13
On a sunny day, everyone would agree that the flooding of the valley has made this a beautiful spot. Soon tourists will be arriving to enjoy sailing and fishing on the reservoir.

















Tryweryn or the Lesotho Highlands Water Project – the answers

1
Eurgain Prysor Jones recalling her feelings about the flooding of Capel Celyn. In November 1956, Eurgain became the youngest protestor in the march on Liverpool Town Hall: "I was three years old and the oldest lady was over 80 years old. I had a massive poster to carry which was bigger than me, really.”

2 & 3
From an essay by a pupil at Sepinare Primary School, writing about the effect of the Katse dam in Lesotho on her family. 

4
Part of Liverpool City Councillor, Mike Storey’s apology to the Welsh people for destroying the village of Capel Celyn and flooding the valley. This official apology came 40 years after the event. 

5
Taken from an interview by the group ‘International Rivers’ with an anonymous villager resettled by the Lesotho Highlands Water Project. International Rivers is an NGO that seeks to protect rivers and the rights of communities who depend on them.

6
Taken from an interview carried out by Dolen Cymru Lesotho with Mpho, a girl living in Matsoapang village who helps her grandmother gather the riverside grass now threatened by the building of the Polihali Dam. 

7
Sunday Express Lesotho article quoting Refiloe Tlali, chief executive of the Lesotho Highlands Development Authority, talking about the communities that will be affected by the building of the Polihali Dam.

8 & 9
Quote from an online article in the Daily Post commemorating the 50th anniversary of the flooding of Capel Celyn.
www.dailypost.co.uk/news/local-news/protests-over-drowning-tryweryn-remembered-2638329

10
Adapted from a quote by Bessie Braddock, Labour MP in Liverpool, prior to the flooding of Capel Celyn. Her actual words were “Some disturbance of the inhabitants is, of course, inevitable. Everyone deplores the fact that in the interests of progress some people must suffer, but that is progress.”



11
Adapted from an interview with Tseliso Robert Matsau from the Formosa Textile company for the World Bank promotional video “Abundant Waters: Harnessing water for Lesotho’s Future”. 

12 & 13
Taken from the narration in the film “Tryweryn - the story of a valley” by pupils from Friars School, Bangor, in 1965
http://player.bfi.org.uk/film/watch-tryweryn-the-story-of-a-valley-1965/
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