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Students are required to write an essay of 2,000 words in which they demonstrate their understanding of the key concepts associated with social theory including those found in the work of key thinkers like Marx, Durkheim and Weber
Concentrate your thoughts on how key theoretical perspectives have an influence on modern society. 


Social theories are movements and information about how society is today and how it got there, society has evolved over time with a lot of key influencers causing us as a society to grow and gain different perspectives and motives. Social theories are put in place for us to gain knowledge and understanding of evolution from characters such as Weber and Marx, they have a huge impact on us and the society we live in today. There are key processes in social that are significant today and that is Industrialisation and Capitalism. Political movements such as Industrialisation aided society in growth and helped evolve technology and the scales of industries.

Durkheim, Marx and Weber were the 3 key influencers in social theory and are often regarded as the “founding fathers” of social theory in modern society. Ransome (2010). They were the main body’s behind the movement of social theory into everyday life and helped show how critical social theory is in the progression of how we live. Many theories and strategies used in the modern era are influenced by Marx, Durkheim and Weber they paved the way for society and still today hold a great worth of knowledge for theorists. The first accounts and origins of modern western industrial society was provided from these influencers which helped greatly in the technological advances and enabled us to create devices in masses at a speed relevant to keep up with todays society, a lot of the world would struggle without the technology that was brought into fruition by the founding fathers. Ransome (2010). 

Healey (2018) The industrial revolution was a key influencer in todays society and the evolution of society. Industrialisation had a massive impact on society due to the increase in population as whole and the massive increase in jobs and shift in professions requiring a lot more workers and man power to operate. This led to multiple countries and civilians moving to other areas in search of job this is known as “urbanisation”. The industrialisation also has a huge impact socially as it changed the roles of families due to the increase of range of jobs, it disabled the enigma that only men work and bring the money back for the family because it created jobs for women too. 

The Industrialisation and urbanisation caused significant social changes and an increase in demand of improved education, social welfare, equality and political and labour rights as well as getting rid of the slave trade due to it demonstrating inequality. As a result of these things and the industrial movement the slave trade was completely abolished in the year 1807, in the recurring year they also passed the “Great Reform Act 1983” which aloud massive manufacturing cities to be represented in parliament. This had a huge effect on todays society due to the power possessed by the manufacturers allowing them to have say on current laws and ongoing acts. Birch (2017)

Urbanisation affected society and created a new set of social classes. The movement disabled previous classes such a peasants and nobles and replaced it by new urban classes between working class, middle class and the bourgeois. This enabled a new concept of class being based on the economic terms of the rich and the poor, which created some to see a new class consciousness being created. This is what Karl max’s the “Communist manifesto” is based off. Birch (2017)

Karl Marx “civilized” societies were structed upon war of classes between those who control production and those who produce goods for service in society. He also
believed that the industrial revolution created an unstable system by enabling a rift in society and pushing people into both the poor and rich working class ruled and controlled by a small minority of wealthy manufacturers in every area. He predicted that the unstable system would come crashing down in the form of revolution. Marx’ theory and opinion held significance in todays society due to him clearly showing the affect a shift movement in society can have on society. Violent or sudden changes could give root to a new society but also holds many negatives impacts such as the rich and poor division. These ideas produced by Marx where inspired by the French revolution. Morrison K (2014).

Marx also introduced a movement still significant in todays work place which is known as Unions. This movement was created to ensure equality under workplaces conditions, despite it contradicting his theory and causing workers to revolt it calmed society and unionised them and gave them equality in their society.

Emile Durkheim was widely regarded as the “father of modern society” because held such a perceptive insight into society. Durkheim believed that the movement industrialisation would come with a large price as it caused a breakdown in the rules that believed governed behaviour leading to a term he called “anomie”. Anomie was a condition the Emile Durkheim described as a condition where social or moral norms are unclear or confused. This lack of norms would regularly lead to deviant and disobedient behaviour creating a weak infrastructure to social backgrounds and causing damage to society all together. Ransome (2010)

Industrialisation was often regarded as being different from the traditional society views where people would look at religious beliefs to guide them and control the masses with giving them clear ideas of their ideas and potential goals. Emile Durkheim was not wrong to believe that if was different from the traditional society and or if it was negative despite being common in todays society as many countries rely on technology for ideas as it outdates many religious beliefs. 

'No man is an island' is a quotation from the English metaphysical poet John Donne (1572-1631) and holds great worth in todays society and enables us to understand the worth of a man in society and his impact on the world we live in today. No man is an island in English basically means that no person is self-sufficient and that every man must rely on another to progress such as society must rely on key influencers and movements implemented to progress. Industrialisation and Marxists are key to the growth of society, and socialisation wouldn’t be anything today without their influences.

Greed affects society and people greatly. It disables the poor and enables the rich, destroying lives and civilisation in weaker economical countries. It is the very imbalance in todays society and removes all chance of equality throughout the years because of the people with power and economical advances chose to keep what they have gained rather than to share it out to people who truly need it. Greed destroys infrastructures early in the development of new society’s and countries, ultimately killing off masses and created disease and plagues found in countries like Africa and overpopulation in Asia due to money not being shared out to provide sexual education and contraception to the people. Another key influence of greed is actual bodily harm people starve and have to go in search of great distances for a terrible quality of food and water. Robertson (2013)

Another topic that is key is the conversation of social theory and helped paved the way for society would be the Modern welfare state. This state was introduced by a liberal politician known as William Beverage in 1942. William believed that there were fives negatives affecting the society of Britain greatly and those issues were poverty, disease, ignorance, squalor and idleness. The welfare state was implemented to combat these five issues, social security was introduced and helped improve the like of family allowance act which still aids society today. The family allowance was the ability to give money from government to a parent up until their child would hit the age 16 and therefore be entitled to leave education or 18 where they could of potentially stayed in education or a certain type of training. Another key movement that boosted society overall would be the National Insurance Act which to this day we still currently pay into our wage and in turn you receive benefits such as sickness and retirement benefits. There was also national insurance industrial injuries act that helped provide for workers financially that experienced injuries in the work place, but this has now been replaced by the workmen compensation act which acts in a similar manor. National assistance replaced previous outdated laws and helped those on the lower spectrum of income who could not afford national insurance, this was known as a social safety net. Wilkinson (2007)

Free education was introduced in the 1944 education act along with the welfare state, free education holds massive worth in todays society and allowed people to gain knowledge in their early stage of their lives. Richard Austen Butler who created the minimum school leaving age at 15 was also the influencer that lead to the creation of free secondary schools. 

Karl Marx focused on taking away the power of politics and economics in which the capitalists held and protected the working class helped worked towards the removing of poverty in society. A lot of areas introduced by Marx’s movement such as implementation of the minimum wage, equality across both sex’s and eight-hour days helped improve the everyday life of nations as we know it. Marxists believe the welfare state isn’t at all positive but is an instrument of the state and that it helped to maintain a mass of inequalities in the eye of the capitalist view which lead him Marx and his followers to believe that were will still be a level of class and many people will never gain the ability to escape the life of poverty. Morrison (2014)

Modern society is far more different compared to previous societies and a lot more advanced than movements such as the industrialisation and the introduction of the modern welfare state and that sociologists such as Karl Marx and Emile Durkheim held huge significance towards society and influences nations workplaces every day. Equal rights where introduced through Marx and Durkheim in the work place which enabled society equal placement in work and helped improve the standards of professions greatly by improving their safety. As well as the improvement of the work place, education and schools helped influence society today as we know it by enabling children to have equal opportunities. However despite all the positives in todays society paved by the key influencers there are still problems and inequalities in todays society involving modern welfare state, one of the biggest being welfare dependence which is people realising that the benefits they receive from tax payers are enough to live off and don’t bother searching for a job due to them being financially covered most of their adult life. This is inequal and holds a heavy argument today in society and isn’t fair on the people working jobs and bringing in money for tax payers to enable lazy, useless people.
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