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Why are research skills and referencing important?

[bookmark: _Toc127630526]Introduction

Research is one of the most important skills you need to have to gather information and to be able to explain as much as possible, making sure that you can enhance your and others’ understanding based on the information provided or gathered. Referencing is also especially important as it is linked to research, because without referencing the information you are gathering or getting inspired from, as if this will not be done can result in plagiarism, which will surely result in all the information and explanations given to not be accounted. If that is the case, then any piece of writing will be nullified.
At first glance, research seems like an easy task to do, but gathering information while still sticking to the main idea is harder than it seems. According to Charles A. MacArthur, Steve Graham, and Jill Fitzgerald (2006, page 6) “qualitative research has produced critical understandings about writing.”, focusing on the fact that without research, the quality of any piece of writing will not be as high as the writer will be limited from lack of information. However, research is not just about gathering information, but also to understand more about the topic that the writer needs to explore in order to create a paper that has enough information, so that the reader can understand and gather information for own purposes.
[bookmark: _Toc127630527]Referencing
Referencing can be expressed as paraphrasing, in-text citations, and references. In-text citations are particularly important when using several types of information as the reader will know that the quotes provided have been acquired from someone else and are not originally yours, which will make plagiarism impossible to happen. 
[bookmark: _Int_HAd2SeWl][bookmark: _Int_4eGn5sao]Paraphrasing is when diverse types of information gathered are phrased in such a way that it will give out the same idea or information, but the words or order of words is not the same. This is a very important skill as it will make the writing look much more better and the writer will not be accused of plagiarism.
[bookmark: _Int_ncyDcme9][bookmark: _Int_MsMxO6wB]References are sources the information comes from, making sure that they are clearly stated, this being very important. As clearly stating where each information used in a piece of writing is coming from, the writer will not only be able to get inspiration from multiple sources but will also not be accused of any kind of plagiarism, having the freedom to research and gather as much information as possible.
[bookmark: _Int_r5xJ0RW6][bookmark: _Int_wBsuC2vK]As Ario Santini (2018, 4(1): 3-4) explained in his article “Good referencing includes attention to detail such as correct page numbering, the spelling of author’s names and the accuracy of relevant facts that will be stated in the paper.”, this suggesting that referencing is not just important, but a major factor of using a reference is to know how to use it and express it. If referencing is not done properly not just will it make the paper, essay or anything of this nature look in an unprofessional way, but it will also increase the risk of being accused of plagiarism.
[bookmark: _Int_79R4PsYA]Plagiarism is a crime, as it simple terms, plagiarism is using someone else’s work, words or actions as if they are your own. Also stated by Ario Santini (2018, 4(1): 3-4) “Plagiarism is a prominent problem encountered in the academic process and is one of the most common causes of compromising the academic integrity of the author.”, as not using references as they should be used, just putting everything in “your own words” is not acceptable.
[bookmark: _Toc127630528]In-text citations
Moving into more detail, dividing referencing in its three categories, in-text citations is testing the writer’s research skills while keeping the idea of the document written as being original. The way Hanan Aljuaid, Rimsha Iftikhar, Shahbaz Ahmad, Muhammad Asif, Muhammad Tanvir Afzal (2021, Volume 56) are presenting in-text citations is that “Citation represents the relationship between the cited and the citing document and vice versa.”, which put in simple words means that in-text citations are important for both the writer and the in-text citation’s owner, both sharing a relationship of understanding. So, in order to be able to use in-text citations you need to understand the cited document first, then when using these citations is very important to know how to introduce them in your own piece of writing.
[bookmark: _Toc127630529]Paraphrasing
[bookmark: _Int_xO1ptA6W]Talking about the next category, paraphrasing is all about using the information that you are gathering through research and put it in your own words, for example the quote given by Wei Xu, Alan Ritter, William B. Dolan, Ralph Grishman, Colin Cherry (2012, pages 2899-2914) regarding paraphrasing is “We present initial investigation into the task of paraphrasing language while targeting a particular writing style. … to investigate the task of paraphrasing text with the goal of targeting a specific style of writing.”, which paraphrasing it would be: in order to paraphrase, the first task is to gather a specific type of information through research, then having it put in different words or styles of writing in order to persuade the same idea of the initial message. However, paraphrasing by itself is not good enough, as if credit is not given to the author(s) of the original piece of work, this can also be seen as plagiarism.
[bookmark: _Toc127630530]References
Last, but the most important in this category are, obviously, references. References are very important as in every piece of writing they can be very useful. In this piece of writing that I have constructed multiple references have been used in order to reinforce my understanding and the work itself. References are critical to ensure that more views are presented and explained, not just the writer’s views. Not giving credit to the writers that have provided any piece of writing with quotes or different types of references will result in plagiarism, resulting in that piece of writing not being considered original.
According to Papalambros, P. Y. (November 11, 2011), the main reason of any piece of writing is to provide information or to make “an archival contribution to new knowledge.”, which is reinforced by the argument that “only way to demonstrate that a contribution is being made is to place the new work in the context of previous work.”. To put it in simple words, without making use of previous work from different authors, information or any piece of writing cannot be reinforced and be declared factual, as no evidence of that is shown or presented.
[bookmark: _Toc127630531]Conclusion
In conclusion, referencing can be described as one of the most important skills that you need to use in any piece of writing, while is also connected to research skills that are needed in order to gather all the information and references needed to reinforce a piece of writing, resulting in both skills being crucial in order to produce a good paper.
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